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Book and Magazine Collector is published on the third Friday of each month. Here are 
the dates of the next advertising deadlines: 

IS SU E ADVERTISING DEADLINE 

JUNE ISSUE (on sale 19th May),. ...lift April 

JULY ISSUE (on sale 16th June)_____9th May 

RICHARDS RARITIES 


F ew children's authors have been as prolific or as versatile as the great Trank 
Richards. In a career spanning some 67 years, he produced a steady stream 
of stories and serials, including westerns, romances and — most famously — a 
huge number of school stories featuring the likes of Tom Merry, Hairy Wharton and Billy 
Banter, the Tat Owl' of Greyfriars' Remove, His work appeared in some of the best- 
known of all boys' papers, including The Gem, Magnet and 77te Schoolboys' Own Library , 
As it is such a complicated subject, we are publishing a comprehensive guide in 
this month's issue to all the most collectable items in Frank Richards' bibliography. 
These include original issues of The Gem and Magttet, as well as lesser-known papers 
and even a 'Billy Banter' play. The article makes a perfect introduction to the magical, 
laughter-filled world of Frank Richards. 

The writings of H.P. Lovecraft are certainly magical, but otherwise they could 
hardly be less like those of Frank Richards. Lovecraft was one of the great pioneers of 
modem 'horrori, and he still enjoys legendary status amongst aficionados of the genre. 
Most of his works were initially published in privately printed magazines, and many 
more pieces were left unfinished at the time of his death in 1937. These have been 
reprinted in a bewildering number of collections, some of which are now very valuable 
indeed. Our feature considers all the most sought-after items, from the original 
magazines to recent anthologies. 

Unquestionably one of the major cinematic events of this year will be the re-release 
of Stanley Kubrick's film of A Clockwork Orange . The film was withdrawn in the U.K. 
because of controversy over its violent content, but the ban has only increased the 
mystique surrounding both the movie and Anthony Burgess's original novel. The 
reappearance of the film gives us a chance to reassess both this work and the rest of 
Burgess's output, and also to look at how prices have changed since we last featured 
him ten years ago. 

Now that spring is here, and the sun (hopefully]) will be shining a little more 
brightly, many of us can start to look forward to our normal outdoor pursuits, 
including the very English game of croquet. This month's issue includes an article on 
croquet books, covering everything from histories and instruction manuals to books of 
rules and regulations. The feature also provides a potted history of this fascinating and 
surprisingly subtle game. 

Our other articles feature: travel writer and historian, Fitzroy Maclean; Victorian 
poet, Coventry Patmore; and crime author, John Harvey. 



NEXT ADVERTISING COPY DEADLINES 

11th APRIL for JUNE issue; 9th MAY for JULY issue 

Please post early - we cannot guarantee to insert late copy! 
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NORMAN WRIGHT PICKS OUT 
THE RAREST ITEMS FEATURING 
BILLY BUNTER, TOM MERRY 
AND FRANK RICHARDS’ 
OTHER GREAT CHARACTERS 


C harles Hamilton, belter known to 
generations of schoolboys as 
Trank Richards' and 'Martin 
Clifford', was one of the most prolific 
writers of all time. In a writing career 
that spanned more than six decades, from 
1894 until his death on Christmas Eve 1961, 
he turned out an estimated 100 million 
words, the equivalent of 1,000 full-length 
novels. His output encompassed almost all 
areas of fiction, from out-and-out romances 
to westerns, but his great forte was the 
school story, a genre which he dominated 
from the late 1920s, and it is for his work in 
this field that he will be remembered. 

His most famous creation was the 
anti-hero William George Bunter, the 'fat owl' 
of the remove form at Grey friars School, and 
while aficionados may 
argue that some of his 
other schoolboy creations 
were better drawn, few can 
deny that Billy Bunter is one 
of a very small number of 
truly immortal fictional 
characters. In this article, I 
will look at Hamilton's 
writing career and consider 
some of the many Frank 
Richards rarities that have 
been published over the 
decades. 

In his memoir. The 
Autobiography of Frank 
Richards (Charles Ski!ton, 
1952), Hamilton tells us 
that his first story was 
accepted for publication 
when he was just seventeen 
years of age. He does 
not mention the title or the 
publisher of that landmark 
story, but does recall his 
great delight at receiving 
payment for it of five 
guineas. That first tale is 
now lost in the mists of 
time, and even that most 
diligent of researchers, Bill 
Lofts, was unable to track 
it down. 
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The 1913 Christmas double number of The Gem r 
containing 'The Mystery of the Painted Room\ 


After that first taste of success, Hamilton's 
pen remained constantly busy, churning out 
stories in longhand for an assortment of 
publications. Initially he sold his work where 
he could, but he soon began to find a 
regular market for his writing with Trapps 
Holmes, a firm scarcely remembered 
today. During the 1890s, however, they 
were publishers of a fairly substantial 
number of comics and boys' papers. A large 
part of Hamilton's output for this publisher 
has been identified, and in their book. The 
World of Frank Richards (Howard Baker, 1975), 
Lofts and Adley tell us that, after long 
investigation, they were able to confirm that 
Hamilton wrote several thousand stories for 
Trapps Holmes. "For a period of more than 
five years," they write, "Frank Richards 
swamped these [Trapps Holmes] publications 
with work from his pen." 

The author was prolific and versatile, 
churning out stories of almost every descrip¬ 


tion, although — as Lofts and Adley point 
out — the Trapps Holmes publications were 
almost totally devoid of school stories from 
Hamilton's pen. There was little work of 
quality from him during this period of his 
career, and, despite their scarcity, copies of 
the Trapps Holmes comics containing stories 
by Charles Hamilton are of little more than 
curiosity value among collectors. 

FAST-PACED 

Charles Hamilton's first great schoolboy 
character was Tom Merry, created early in 
1907 for issue number three of The Gem t a 
halfpenny paper published by Harms worth. 
The story, written under the byline of 'Martin 
Clifford' and entitled 'Tom Merry's 
Schooldays', was the first of what had 
originally been envisaged as a series of 
fortnightly school stories that would alternate 
with fast-paced adventure stories by other 


The 1965 facsimile of the first issue of Magnet . 
The original now changes hands for up to £200, 


No.1. NEW STORY BOOK! 
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Ho. 1 OF ft CRftND SCHOOL STORY PAPER! 



THE ARRIVAL OF BCSStG BUNTERt BsmMKS* 


The first issue of The School Friend, featuring 
Bessie B writer and the girls of Cliff House School. 


writers. However, Hamilton's creation proved 
so popular with readers that the decision was 
taken to turn The Gem into a weekly school 
story paper. 

While engaged on writing for The Gem r 
Hamilton had also been contributing a series 
of school stories featuring Jack Blake of St 
Jim's College to another Harmsworth paper 
entitled Pluck. With his increased weekly 
workload for TJie Gem, it was decided to 
combine the two series. Tom Merry and the 
other characters from the Clavering College 
stories were transferred to St Jim's School, 
and from issue number eleven of The Gem the 
exploits of Tom Merry and co of St Jim's School 
by 'Martin Clifford' appeared weekly. Tom 
Merry proved to be extremely popular with 
readers, and early in 1908 the publishers 
decided to cash in on the character's success. 
They began a 'new series' of The Gem at 
double the size, double the price, and with 


the numbering starting again with issue one. 
At the same time, they launched a new 
halfpenny companion paper entitled Magnet. 
At a stroke, Hamilton's weekly workload was 
more than doubled. 

The first issue of Magnet (dated 15th 
February 1908) introduced readers to Harry 
Wharton, a character who, over the years, was 
developed by Hamilton into one of his finest 
creations. Harry was headstrong and wilful, 
and in that first story, entitled The Making of 
Harry Wharton', he got off to a bad start when 
he arrived at Grey friars School. Amongst the 
cast of that inaugural issue was Billy Bunter, 
although little of his future potential was 
evident in that first appearance. 

Copies of the first issue of Magnet are 
scarce, and to my knowledge a copy has not 
come on the market for some years. If a Very 
Good copy was offered for sale today, I would 
expect it to sell for at least £150. In 1965, 
however. Fleetway issued a facsimile edition 
of the first issue that was so faithful to the 
original that collectors must now be very 
cautious. There is, however, a very simple 
way of distinguishing between the original 
issue and the 1965 facsimile: the original 
has the date, in numerals, at the base of the 
outside back cover, while on the facsimile this 
date was omitted. 

PEN-NAME 

For the 'Greyfriars' stories in Magnet , 
Hamilton chose the pen-name of 'Frank 
Richards'. This became his best-known 
pseudonym, and the name by which he was 
invariably addressed. I have seen dozens of 
letters written by Hamilton to enthusiasts, and 
for every one signed 'Charles Hamilton', a 
dozen or more are signed 'Frank Richards'. 

The first few Magnet stories, chronicling 
Harry Wharton's arrival and settling in at 
Greyfriars, were excellent tales, but it has to 
be said that, during the formative years of 
both Magnet and The Gem , the quality of 
the stories was variable. For every gem 
there was a crop of 'potboilers' that were 
probably acceptable to the young readers but 
fell far short of the superb work that 
Hamilton was to produce for the papers 
during their peak years. Few enthusiasts 
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would dispute the fact that The Gem blossomed 
well before Magnet. The best stories of Tom 
Merry, Arthur Augustus D'Arcy and the 
other juniors of St Jim's appeared during the 
decade spanning 1914 to 1924, while Magnet 
was at its peak from the late 1920s until well 
into the 1930s. 

Hamilton proved to have the golden touch, 
and stories from his pen were invariably 
popular. Harmsworth (later the Amalgamated 
Press) made the fullest use of their star writer, 
and were continually pressing him to begin 
new series and invent new schools. If a paper 
had a flagging circulation, Hamilton would 
be called upon to write a series for it in an 
attempt to reverse the slide, 

WORKLOAD 

Hamilton's weekly output rose dramati¬ 
cally as the years passed, and it was 
inevitable that, with such a heavy workload, 
he would sometimes be unable to fulfil every 
commitment. Consequently, from time to time 
stories by substitute writers — although still 
published under the 'Martin Clifford' and 


The first issue of The Schoolboys' Own Library , 
which reprinted stories from The Gem and Magnet 




This 1907 issue of The Boys' Friend Library was the 
first to feature Tom Merry. It now fetches up to £20. 


'Frank Richards' bylines — would appear in 
Magnet and The Gem. 

The Gem suffered particularly badly from 
substitute writers during the late 1920s and 
early 1930s, and in 1931, at the instigation of 
Eric Fayne, a life-long Hamilton enthusiast, 
the decision was taken to begin reprinting the 
Tom Merry' stories in The Gem from the 
beginning. This policy of reprints began in 
the summer of 1931 and continued until 
1939, when Hamilton once again began 
contributing new stories to the paper. The 
Gan folded at the end of 1939, a casualty of 
the wartime paper shortages. Fortunately, 
Magnet never had to resort to a policy of 
reprints to keep it going, and from the late 
1920s until well into the 1930s Hamilton was 
pouring some of his best work into the paper. 

Probably the most sought-after issues from 
the very early years of Magnet and The Gem 
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are the splendid double numbers that 
appeared before the First World War. These 
were truly bumper issues, each containing a 
very long story (sometimes fifty or sixty 
thousand words in length) and often sporting 
a colour cover. The extra space gave 
Hamilton room to develop his plots, and 
some of the best of the early adventures, 
particularly of Tom Merry and co, appeared 
in double numbers. 

GHOSTLY 

Perhaps the most sought-after 'doubles' 
are number 302, The Mystery of the 
Painted Room', a ghostly Christmas tale that 
appeared late in 1913; and number 393, The 
Housemaster's Homecoming', a summer 
double number published in 1915. These now 
sell for £10-£15 each in Very Good condition. 
The Housemaster's Homecoming' was 
reprinted as a soft-covered book by the 
Museum Press in 1970, and copies of this 
edition can still be bought for £5 or £6. Sadly, 
no double numbers were published after the 
First World War. 


While St Jim's and Greyfriars are 
Hamilton's best-known schools, they are by 
no means the only educational establishments 
he created. In their book. The Men Behind 
Boy s fiction (Howard Baker, 1970), Lofts and 
Adley identify 107 fictional schools created 
by Hamilton, and they suggest that their list 
is by no means exhaustive! 

His third most popular school was 
Rookwood, created in February 1915 for the 
well-established weekly, The Boys' Friend. The 
'Rookwood' stories, ail written under the 
byline 'Owen Conquest', featured Jimmy 
Silver and Co, and were far shorter than the 
'Greyfriars' and 'St Jim's' stories, running to 
about 12,000 words each. The Boys' Friend 
number 715, containing the very first 
'Rookwood' story, The Rivals of Rookwood 1 , 
sported a splendid cover illustration 
depicting two horse-drawn traps, each loaded 
with boys, racing along neck and neck. 

The Boys' Friend was a large-format 
publication, and copies are very prone to 
wear-and-tear A copy of that first 
'Rookwood' issue in Very Good condition 
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'The Boy Without a NameV is among the most 
sought-after editions of The Boys' Friend Library. 


would cost around £10-£15 today. The 
'Rookwood' stories ran in The Boys' Friend 
until April 1926. 

During the first quarter of this century, 
Hamilton wrote stories and series for many 
Amalgamated Press publications, and to list 
even a fraction of the characters and series 
that flowed almost continually from his 
Remington typewriter would take up far more 
space than is available in this short article. 
One series that does deserve mention, 
however, is the set of stories that Hamilton 
contributed to an unusual publication 
entitled The Greyfriars Herald. Launched in 
1915, this small-format weekly was ostensibly 
the Greyfriars School magazine! For The 
Greyfriars Herald, Hamilton, under the pen 
name of 'Peter Todd", wrote a series of highly 
amusing stories featuring Herlock Sholmes, 
These delicious parodies of Conan Doyle's 
great detective had such titles as The 
Freckled Hand" and The Bound of the 
Haskervilles". 


Owing to a paper shortage, the first series 
of The Greyfriars Herald ran for only eighteen 
issues, but when the title reappeared in 1920 
Hamilton wrote a further 32 'Herlock 
Sholmes" adventures for it. Hamilton was 
obviously very fond of Sholmes, and over 
the years — and for a variety of publications 
— he wrote a grand total of 95 tales featuring 
the detective. The entire canon was collected 
and published by Hawk Books in 1989 as 
The Complete Casebook of Herlock Sholmes , with 
a long introduction by the present writer. 
A complete set of the original eighteen 
Greyfriars Herald issues would now cost in the 
region of £100. 

BESSIE BUNTER 

Having cornered the market in school story 
papers for boys, the Amalgamated Press 
decided to launch a similar publication aimed 
at girls. Throughout the early "Greyfriars" 
stories in Magnet, Hamilton had often 
introduced Bessie Bun ter and her friends of 
Cliff House School, and it was this group 
of girls who were chosen to be the lead 


This issue features the boy outlaw , the Rio Kid These 
stories appeared under the "Ralph Redway T by line. 
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One of six 'Sparshott School' booklets published by 
the firm of William C. Merrett during the mid-1940s. 


characters in the first issue of The School 
Friend , published in May 1919. Under the 
byline of 'Hilda Richards', Hamilton wrote 
the first six stories of Cliff House School, but 
with issue seven the stories were taken over 
by other writers. 

The School Friend ran until 1929 when it 
merged with the Amalgamated Press's other 
long-nmning story paper for girls, Hre School¬ 
girl. The first half-a-dozen issues, with stories 
by the original 'Hilda Richards 1 , are now very 
scarce. A collector should expect to pay around 
£50-£6O for the first issue in Very Good 
condition, and £6-£10 each for the other five 
issues. The only other full-length 'Cliff House' 
story from the pen of the genuine 'Hilda 
Richards' was Bessie Banter of Cliff House School, 
published In hardback by Charles Skilton in 
1949. 

Such was the popularity of the 'Greyfriars', 
'St Jim's' and 'Rookwood' stories that many 
of them were reprinted in various other 


Amalgamated Press publications. For many 
years. The Penny Popular (later The Popular) 
reprinted stories of all three schools, but the 
publication best-known for its reprints of the 
Hamilton school stories is The Schoolboys' Own 
Library , an attractive pocket-sized publication 
that ran from April 1925 until June 1940. 

MONTHLY ISSUES 

The library initially consisted of two 
monthly issues, each comprising 64 pages, but 
after it had been running for almost seven 
years the page count was increased to 96, and 
for the last three and a half years of its life 
there were three issues each month. In all there 
were 411 issues, and over three-quarters of 
these comprised school stories from the pen 
of Charles Hamilton. 

Greyfriars was the most frequently- 
featured school in the library, and — with 
only the very occasional exception — Harry 
Wharton, Bob Cherry, Billy Hunter and the 


The company also issued three story-papers featuring 
the girls of Headland House . These now sell for £$-£&. 
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other 'Greyfriars' characters were featured 
every month. Tom Merry 1 stories figured 
almost as frequently, and there were a good 
number of 'Rookwood' stories, too. Over 
ninety per cent of all stories published in The 
School boys' Own Library were reprints. 

The Schoolboys' Own Library has always 
been a popular publication with collectors. Its 
small format and the clear typeface of its text 
make it an easy-to-read publication. In the 
early days of collecting, it offered readers 
almost their only chance to read classic 
'Greyfriars', 'Rookwood' and 'St Jim's' 
stories, which they would otherwise have 
found unobtainable. 

The first issue of The Schoolboys' Own 
Library , The Greyfriars Players', was a reprint 
of a 1915 Magnet (No 374) double number 
originally entitled The Fall of the Fifth', It is 
quite a scarce issue and worth up to £30 in 
Very Good condition. The Gem double number 
The Mystery of the Painted Room', mentioned 
earlier, was reprinted in issue 66 of The School¬ 
boys' Own Library as The Eastwood House 
Mystery'. Probably the most sought-after 
issues are the 64-page editions, which sell for 
between £4 and £8. Editions of The Schoolboys' 
Own Library featuring Rookwood School are 
also quite eagerly sought-after, and are worth 
a similar amount. Later 'Greyfriars' and 'St 
Jim's' numbers are far more plentiful, and are 
worth £3-£5 each, 

A group of stories that can certainly be 
classed as Frank Richards rarities are the early 
issues of The Boys' Friend Library containing 
his work. The Boys' Friend Library was a 
long-running publication which began in 1906 
and, like The Schoolboys' Own Library, was 


mainly a vehicle for reprinting serials and 
series of stories drawn from the wealth of 
material that had previously appeared in one 
or other of the many weekly and monthly 
boys' papers published by the Amalgamated 
Press. 

Early on in its run, Hamilton wrote two 
original, full-length Tom Merry' stories for 
the publication; 'Tom Merry & Co' in number 
30 (first series, November 1907) and Tom 
Merry's Conquest* in number 38 (first series, 
January 1908). Each story ran to 120 pages, 
and the extra length gave Hamilton scope to 
develop his characters in a way not possible 
in the weekly Gem, which at that time was 
still in its halfpenny format. Both issues are 
extremely scarce, and Very Good copies, 
complete with their two-colour covers, are 
now worth £15-00 each. The two titles were 
reprinted together as a card-covered volume 
by the Museum Press in the early 1980s 
(no date). 

MYTHICAL 

Another early issue of the Boys' Friend 
Library , and one of almost mythical status, is 
number 237 (first series), containing 'King 
Cricket', which was published in August 1913 
under Hamilton's proper name. This cricketing 
adventure, while not an original story (it 
began life as a serial in Boys' Realm), is never¬ 
theless extremely scarce. I have never seen a 
copy offered for sale, and I know of only one 
copy in a private collection. 

Probably the most famous pair of Boys' 
Friend Library issues written by Charles 
Hamilton are The Boy Without a Name' 
(number 288, first series) and 'Rivals and 



BOOKMARK 

FOR CHILDREN S BOOKS 

dating from Georgian and Regency, Victorian 
and Edwardian times up to the present day. 
Chapbooks, Alphabets, Toy-Books, Movable and 
Novelty Books. Old Favourites and Annuals . 
Illustrated catalogues are issued world-wide. 

Fortnight, Wick Down. Broad Hinton, Swindon $N4 9NR 
Tel 01793-731693. Fax 01799-731782. Business by post. 
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Chums' (number 328, first series), published 
in January 1915 and March 1916 respectively. 
Although both stories appeared under the 
Trank Richards' byline. Grey friars School 
features in only a minor role. The main 
characters are Frank Courtenay and 'The 
Caterpillar' of Highcliffe School, The 
writing is excellent, and the two long tales 
were amongst Hamilton's own personal 
favourites. Copies are scarce, and in Very 
Good condition are worth up to £20 each. The 
two stories were reprinted together by the 
Museum Press as a softback book in 1969. 

Other early editions of The Boys' Friend 
Library by Hamilton that are particularly 
scarce are 'Through Thick and Thin' (number 
276, first series; October 1915), 'Cousin 
Ethel's Schooldays' (number 367, first series; 
February 1917) and 'After Lights Out' (number 
383, first series; June 1917), 

Almost as sought-after are the Boys' Friend 
Library issues containing stories of Frank 
Richards' schooldays written under the 
'Martin Clifford' pen-name. These originally 
appeared in The Boy's Friend from August 



1917, and a number of them were collected 
and reprinted in TJte Boys' Friend Library , The 
popularity of the stories can be assessed by 
the fact that the first Boys' Friend Library 
collection of the tales, 'Frank Richards' 
Schooldays', was published as issue number 
417 (first series) in March 1918, only six months 
after the very first tale had appeared in The 
Boys' Friend ♦ 

Half-a-dozen issues of The Boys' Friend 
Library contained 'Cedar Creek' adventures, 
while three further collections appeared in The 
Schoolboys' Chun Library. These tales of Frank 
Richards' schooldays in the backwoods 
were entirely fictional but led many readers 
to believe that the author had enjoyed a 
boyhood in Canada! 'Cedar Creek' issues of 
The Boys' Friend Library sell for £8-£10 each. 

WILD WEST 

Two other characters created by Hamilton 
who quickly found their way into The Boys' 
Friend Library were the Rio Kid and Ken 
King of the Islands. Adventures of the Rio 
Kid, the boy outlaw of the wild west, 
originally appeared under the byline of 
'Ralph Red way' in The Popular , The Ranger and 
Modern Boy. They were immensely popular at 
the time, although they have dated badly now, 
and many were reprinted in The Boys' Friend 
Library , starting with The Rio Kid' in number 
266 (new series) in December 1930. 

Ken King, boy trader of the South Seas, 
originally featured in a series of stories 
published in The Modern Boy , a weekly now 
best remembered for serialising many early 
'Biggies' stories. The first 'Ken King' series 
appeared under the byline of 'Sir Alan 
Cobham', but all further adventures were 
published under Hamilton's real name. The 
first Boy's Friend Library to reprint one of these 
South Seas adventures was number 331, 'King 
of the Islands', published in April 1932. Issues 
of the library reprinting 'Rio Kid' and 'Ken 
King' stories now fetch between £6 and £8 
each in Very Good condition. 

The 1920s and '30s were the golden years 
of Charles Hamilton's output. It would not be 
an exaggeration to say that his work for the 
Amalgamated Press during those two decades 
was a contributing factor in the firm's success. 


12 












The first issue of the *Mascot Schoolboy' series , 
featuring Richards' story , 'Top Study at Topham \ 


In late 1919, the Press published the first 
Holiday Annual , a bumper book packed with 
stories and features related to Hamilton's three 
main schools. In the following year, the title 
was changed to The Greyfriars Holiday Annual, 
and it continued (with minor title changes) 
until the final issue, dated '1941'. 

IMPORTANT 

For collectors, the most important issues 
— and certainly the best-produced — are those 
dated between 1920 and 1928, During this 
period, the book was printed on quality 
paper and filled with good stories, the bulk of 
which were by Hamilton under his various 
pen-names. The later issues, from 1929 until 
the end of its run, were printed on poor- 
quality paper that resembled card, and, while 
this made the book comparatively thick, it 
concealed the fact that the page count was, in 


fact, reduced. All editions of The Holiday 
Annual are collectable in Very Good condi¬ 
tion, but copies retaining their original printed 
tissue 'jackets' are very scarce, and these 
command a premium of 257o-35%, 

As mentioned earlier, Magnet was at its 
peak during the latter years of the 1920s and 
on into the early 1930s, and copies from this 
period (1928 until 1932) are both scarce and 
sought-after. Indeed, until the late 1960s, when 
Howard Baker began to issue facsimile 
editions of Magnet , the most famous series of 
stories from these years were practically 
unobtainable. The Howard Baker reprints 
caused a fall in the price of original copies 
of but are themselves now very 

collectable. 

When so many story papers folded in 1940 
due to the wartime paper shortages, Charles 
Hamilton found his income virtually wiped 


The stories in the companion 'Mascot Schoolgirl' 
series appeared under the Hilda Richards' pen-name. 
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out overnight. For over forty years, he had 
written for a ready weekly market, and that 
market had now all but disappeared. The early 
1940s were bleak, wilderness years for the 
author, and his work became fragmentary as 
he tried to re-establish himself with new, 
unfamiliar characters. 

In 1945, he contributed 'Carcroft Chroni¬ 
cles' to the Hutchinson magazine, Pie, but 
Turkey Tuck and the boys of Carcroft did not 
catch on in the way that he had hoped. A little 
more successful were the various series of 
school story booklets produced by several 
small firms during the 1940s, Among the 
first of these was the 'Sparshott' series, issued 
by William C Merrett during 1945-46, The 
series consisted of six 36-page booklets with 
full-colour covers, each costing one shilling. 
The stories of Harry Vernon and Co of the 
Sparshott fourth were written under the Trank 
Richards' byline and had appealing cover 
illustrations painted by R.J. Macdonald, the 
artist responsible for much of the artwork 


Chums of Lynwood is the scarcest of the mid-194Q$ 
booklets, with Very Good copies selling for up to £10. 


BILLY BUNTERS 
MYSTERY CHRISTMAS 

A CtHJutta 

MAURICE MqLGUGKLIN 

hurt-during 

Ouwtrft Cruni itit- (rrry Irktfrv Sf>f irt 

h? 

FRANK RICHARDS 


SAMUEL FRENCH LIMITED 

77ie Samuel French edition of Maurice McLaughlin's 
1959 stageplay, Billy Hunter's Mystery Christmas. 


in The Gem. For female readers, the same firm 
brought out the 'Headland House' series 
under the 'Hilda Richards' pen-name, but 
these were less popular and only three titles 
appeared. The 'Sparshott' and 'Headland 
House' booklets now sell for up to £8 each, 

MODEST 

Along similar lines were the 'Mascot 
Schoolboy 1 and 'Schoolgirl' series from 1949, 
each comprising four twenty-page booklets. 
These sold for the more modest price of 
fourpence halfpenny, but now sell for the same 
as the Sparshott publications. 

Probably the scarcest of the booklet series 
from the 1940s is the pair featuring Lynwood 
School The first, entitled Cfeums of Lynwood, is 
a six teen-page Bea^n-size publication. The 
publisher was David Shields & Co of 
Manchester. Second in the series was Fourth 
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Form at Lynwood , a 52-page, pocket-size 
publication costing fourpence halfpenny and 
published by J.B. Publications Ltd of Stretford. 
Despite coming from a different publisher, the 
latter carried a full-page advert for the former! 

In 1947, Charles Hamilton's fortunes 
changed when Charles Skilton published 
Billy Bunter of Grey friars School , the first of 38 
yellow-jacketed 'Bunter Books' {see BMC 114), 
These were followed by the Tom Merry' books 
(see BMC 53) and three 'Jack of All Trades' 
books, all from fairly main-line publishers and 
none of which can be categorised as true Frank 
Richards rarities. 

One rarity from this period, however, is 
the little-known card-covered play, Billy 
Banter's Mystery Christmas by Maurice 


McLoughlin, published by French in 1959 at 
five shillings. This was the script of the first 
of the 'Billy Bunter Christmas Shows', a series 
of stage plays produced annually between 
1958 and 1963. None of the other plays was 
ever published, and Billy Banter's Mystery 
Christmas is a rarity that few Bunter enthusi¬ 
asts have in their collections. 

Charles Hamilton died on Christmas Eve 
1961, leaving a rich legacy of stories that are 
still read, savoured and collected. The Howard 
Baker reprints, and the paperback editions and 
audio tapes of the 'Bunter' books, have served 
to keep his work in the public eye. The quality 
of many of the stories he wrote will ensure 
that the best of his output will continue to be 
collected for decades to come. 


PRICE GUIDE TO 
FRANK RICHARDS RARITIES 

A guide to current values of magazines and books in Very Good condition. 


HALFPENNY GEM* 

Number 3 (first Tom Merry' Story)...............£20-£30 

Numbers 5, 7, 9, 11-48...................E10-E15 

THE GEM 1 : NEW SERIES 

Number 1.............E15-E20 

Issues published between 190B and 1914 (excluding double numbers)...^.»».„.each £4-£6 

Double numbers published between 1908 and 1914......each £10-£15 

issues published between 1915 and 1925 .........each £4-£6 

Issues published between 1925 and 1931 ........each £3-£4 

Issues published between 1931 and 1939 

(other than issues with W.E, Johns serial instalments).............each £2-£3 

THE MAGNET 1 

Number 1.........E150-E2QO 

Number 1 (facsimile).....................£2-£3 

Number 2 ........„.....„.......... E35*£50 

Number 3................E25-E30 

Issues published between 1908 and 1915 (in red covers; excluding double numbers).........each £4-£6 

Double numbers published between 1908 and 1915.........each E10-E15 

Issues published between 1915 and 1922 (in blue and white covers).. ........each £3-£5 

Issues published between 1922 and 1926 (in blue and orange covers) .. each E3-£5 

Issues published between 1927 and 1933 (in blue and orange covers)...........each £4-£G 

Issues published between 1934 and 1937 (in blue and orange covers)......._....._ ....each £3-£5 

issues published between 1937 and 1940 (in salmon-coloured covers) . each £3-£4 

Final number (1683)—...—_..___—.......£6-£8 

‘BOYS' FRIEND LIBRARY*: FIRST SERIES 

Number 30: Tom Merry and Co'............ £15-£20 

Number 38; Tom Merry’s Conquest',...........E15-E20 

Number 237: ‘King Cricket',..,......„...............E20-E25 

Number 276: Through Thick and Thin'....... E10-E15 

Number 288: The Boy Without a Name'...............E15-E20 

Number 328: 'Rivals and Chums 1 .........£15-£2G 

Number 367: 'Cousin Ethel's Schooldays',..........„...E1Q*£15 


Bibliography continued overleaf 
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FRANK RICHARDS bibliography continued from previous page 


Number 3S3: 'After Lights Out ............El 0-E15 

Number 417: ‘Frank Richards' Schooldays' ... r . r -—.tHI0 

l DQYS h FRIEND LIBRARY 1 : NEW SERIES 

'Rio Kid' issues (all under the ‘Ralph Redway 1 byline)...........each £6-£8 

'Ken King' issues (all under the ‘Charles Hamilton' by line)............... ...each £6-£B 

THE GREYFRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUAL 1 

(note: issues retaining their tissue wrappers sell for 25%-35% more) 

1920 issue (published September 1919)....... £25-£35 

1921-1928 issues..........each E20-E30 

1929-1940 issues.™.......,..each E15-E25 

1941 (final Issue)..........................E2O-E30 

‘BOYS’ FRIEND WEEKLY' (issues with Rookwood' stories by Owen Conquest) 

Number 715 (first Rook wood’ issue) ................... £T0-£15 

Numbers 716-1298.............each E3-E5 

‘GREYFRIARS HERALD 1 : FIRST SERIES (1915) 

Number 1 .........—...£25-£35 

Numbers 2-18 ....— rrT1 — 1T ..... each E3-E5 

‘SCHOOL FRIEND’: FIRST SERIES (1919 issues written by Charles Hamilton as 'Hilda Richards') 

Number 1 ........„...E5Q-E60 

N u m be rs 2-6 .................. each £6-£ 10 

‘SCHOOLBOYS' OWN LIBRARY* 

Number 1: 'The Greyfriars Players 1 ....... E20-E30 

Numbers 2*166 (64-page issues featuring Greyfriars. Sf Jim's and Rookwood) .......each E6-E8 

Numbers 167-411 (96-page issues featuring Rookwood and Cedar Creek) ......each E6-E8 

Numbers 167-411 (96-page issues featuring Greyfriars and St Jim's),............................ ..each £3-£5 

‘SPARSHOTT’ SERIES 

Numbers 1-6 (Iflerrett, 1945-46)..................each £6-£B 

■HEADLAND HOUSE* SERIES 

Numbers 1-3 (Merrett, 1946)........ each E6-E8 

■MASCOT SCHOOLBOYS' SERIES 

Numbers 1-4 (Matthews, 1949) .. . .....each £6-£fi 

‘MASCOT SCHOOLGIRLS* SERIES 

Numbers 1-4 (Matthews, 1949) ................each E6-E8 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CHUMS OF LYNWOOD (Shields, [1940s])...........E8-E10 

FOURTH FORM AT LYNWOOD (J.B. Publications, [1940s])........E8-E10 

McLouchlln, Maurice (adapter): BILLY BUNTER'S MYSTERY CHRISTMAS (play) 

(Samuel French, 1959)...........E15-E2Q 

ESSENTIAL READING 

Richards, Frank: THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF FRANK RICHARDS (Charles Skilton, 1952) ...£6-£8 (£10-£15) 
ditto. Skilton Memorial Edition (with extra section by Eric Fayne: 

simultaneous hard- and paperback editions) (Charles Skilton, 1962) .. E10-E15 (El 5-E20VE8-E10 

Lofts, W.O.G.; and Adley, Derek: THE WORLD OF FRANK RICHARDS 

(Howard Baker, 1975)..............E10-E15 (£15*£20) 

Cadogan, Mary: FRANK RICHARDS: THE CHAP BEHIND THE CHUMS (Viking, 1988).E8-E10 (E10-E15) 



M&D Reeve 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

Large quality stock of picture books, alphabets, 
fairy tales, fiction, poetry, novelty and movable books from 
pre-Victorian times to the present. REGULAR CATALOGUES. 

P.O. Box 16, Wheatley, Oxford 0X33 1RD 
Tel: (61865) 874383 Fax: (01865) 872442 
Email: MDReeve@btinternet.com 
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& COMICS 


HARDBACKS • PAPERBACKS 
RARE BOOKS • MAGAZINES 
ANY AGE • ANY CONDITION 
ANY SUBJECT » ANY LANGUAGE 

NOTHING LEGAL REFUSED! 

Official ID with address & signature required 

HUGE SELECTION ON SALE 


BOOK & COMIC 
EXCHANGE 


14 Pembridge Road, London W11 
m 0171 229 8420 


OPEN 7 DAYS 10am - 8pm 
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FITZROY 

MACLEAN 

AUTHOR OF 

EASTERN APPROACHES' 


BY DAVID HOWARD 

S ir Fitzroy Maclean once said that 
"the secret of life is having too 
much to do", and he certainly lived 
up to his creed. Diplomat, soldier, explorer, 
author, politician, farmer and hotelier are 
just some of the careers that occupied the 
life of this remarkable Scotsman. In an era 
dominated by specialists, it is easy to be 
dismissive of those who have achieved 
success in such varied spheres, and yet 
Fitzroy Maclean was no dilettante. At each 
of the above he worked tirelessly, which — 
together with his singular skill and 
imagination — led him to become one of the 
most influential men of his era. 

Among book collectors, Sir Fitzroy 
Maclean is best remembered for his wonderful 
1949 memoir, Easter n Approaches, which dealt 
largely with the wartime achievements in 
Yugoslavia which made his name. Yet he 
wrote fifteen other books which are mostly 
concerned with his two main enthusiasms: 
soldiering/exploration and his native 
Scotland. All of these have now become 
collectable and at a very reasonable cost. 

Fitzroy Maclean was born on 11th March 
1911. His father was a career soldier with the 
Cameron Highlanders but was seconded from 
his regiment to serve with the government in 
Egypt, which is where Fitzroy was bom. 
Soldiering had been in the family for 
generations, and Maclean's father — Charles 
Wilberforce Maclean, who had been at 
Sandhurst with Churchill (both cadets had 
passed out very near the bottom of the list) — 


won the DSO in the Western Desert during 
the First World War. Maclean's mother—bom 
Gladys Royle — had also come from a military 
family, so she was quite prepared for her 
husband's peripatetic lifestyle. For young 
Fitzroy, such a rootless childhood (he spent 
his first two years in Scotland, his next two in 
India and much of his youth in Italy) was 
always likely to give him a taste for travel. 

DISCIPLINE 

Fitzroy admitted that he often found 
himself in luxurious upper-class surroundings 
and that he was a spoiled only child, but his 
upbringing was always balanced with firm 
discipline. From the age of eight, he combined 
the life of a boarder at Heatherdown 
preparatory school with holidays in Italy, 
where his father was an honorary consul in 
Florence. 

Eton and its development of "effortless 
superiority" followed, which he enjoyed 
immensely. Indeed, he found the school's often 
violent regime to be "a good preparation for 
life, which is often unfair". He shone 
academically, especially in modem languages, 


IS 






and also revealed an eye for the main chance. 
He scanned the school curriculum and entered 
essays for prizes which he won because 
nobody else had heard of them. 

Practically fluent in Italian, excellent at 
French {his mother also spoke the tongue) and 
passably good at German, in 1928 he won a 
scholarship in modem languages at King's 
College, Cambridge. However, he was aware 
of a gap in his education, so in January 1929, 
having secured his scholarship, he travelled 
to Marburg University in Germany, where he 
did a crash course in Latin and Greek, 

After Germany, Maclean found Cambridge 
a disappointment. This was the era of Kim 
Philby and his associates, and Maclean found 
the left-wing atmosphere of the university 
depressing and short-sighted. As regards his 
studies, in his third year he switched to history 
and achieved a second in part two of his tripos. 

HITLER 

Intending to undertake a doctorate in either 
Greek or history, Maclean returned to 
Germany in the early 1930s, but was greatly 
disturbed by what he found there. Hitler, who 
had been a joke among many Germans during 
Maclean's earlier time at Marburg University, 
had come to power in January 1933, Not only 
that, but many of Maclean's former friends 
were now parading in Nazi uniforms. 

Aware that war was inevitable, he then 
abandoned any ideas of an academic career 
and instead, in late 1933, presented himself 
before the examining board for the Diplomatic 
Service. This was a very tough examination at 
the time, as the service consisted of just 250 
diplomats, but Maclean passed with one of 
the highest marks ever recorded. When most 
other new diplomats were asked for their 
preferred posting, they usually opted for less 
ambitious destinations such as Bolivia, Not 
Maclean, though. He wanted Paris, told them 
so, and that is where he went. 

He arrived in France at a time of economic 
and social instability. More disturbing still was 
the knowledge that the Germans were back in 
the Rhineland, which caused French eyes to 
look anxiously towards the eastern horizon. 
He reflects on these interesting times in 
Eastern Approaches , writing of the "enjoyable 


EASTERN 

APPROACHES 

FITZROY 

MACLEAN 


Eastern Approaches describes Maclean s experiences 
in Russia ajid Yugoslavia. This is the first edition jacket. 


sensation of being permanently at the centre 
of things", and living "in an atmosphere of 
continual crisis". Furthermore, he was able to 
meet some of the most influential people in 
British politics, as the Paris embassy was a 
favoured stopping-off point for ministers and 
other VIPs on their way to meetings 
throughout Europe, Not the least of these was 
Winston Churchill, then a backbencher who 
was unfashlonabiy preoccupied with matters 
of defence, but who was soon to feature 
prominently in Maclean's life. 

However, the glamour of Paris soon began 
to pall. Life had simply become too agreeable. 
La Eastern Approaches , he writes that his hectic 
round of champagne receptions "seemed 
bound to lead to chronic liver trouble, if to 
nothing worse". Fearful of being caught in a 
rut — and, as he writes in Eastern Approaches, 
"a spirit of contradiction had always, to some 
extent, guided my behaviour" — he now 
raised Diplomatic Service eyebrows by 







A PERSON 

FROM 

ENGLAND 

and other travellers to Turkestan 



A Person from England describes the adventures of 
several nineteenth-century explorers in Central Asm, 


applying to be posted to one of its least 
favoured embassies: Stalin's Moscow, 

Maclean's departure from Paris aboard an 
express train destined for Moscow marks the 
beginning of Eastern Approaches. "Slowly 
gathering speed/' he writes, "the long train 
pulled out of the Care du Nord. The friends 
who had come to see me off waved and started 
to turn away"'- This must be one of the most 
evocative beginnings to any autobiography, 
and shows Maclean to be a writer of admirable 
style. Long and elegant sentences flow from 
his pen with apparent ease. This is invariably 
true with writers who have studied the 
classical authors and have acquired something 
of their methods. In particular, Maclean 
attributed the clarity of his prose style to a 
close study of Thucydides. 

The first section of Eastern Approaches deals 
with Maclean's time spent in the USSR 
between 1937 and 1939. Stalin's purges were 
in full Bow at the time, and even though 


Maclean had quickly mastered the Russian 
language, which he grew to love (in later years 
he read Russian almost every day), he was 
frustrated to find that contact with the average 
Russian citizen was firmly discouraged by the 
Soviet authorities. 

Principal among Maclean's achievements 
were the journeys he made to the Asian cities 
of Tashkent, Samarkand and Bokhara, These 
were made largely in the company of the 
Soviet Secret Police, although several times he 
managed to escape their chaperoning. The 
reports he wrote on these cities and their 
surrounding areas were highly regarded by 
the Foreign Service in London and led to him 
being considered something of an expert on 
Russian and Soviet affairs. 

Although he hated the Communist regime, 
Maclean's love of Russia and its people 
remained with him all his life. He visited the 
country often, and many of his later books 
detail his journeys made to Russia and its 


BACK TO 
BOKHARA 



The companion volume , Back to Bokhara , relates 
Maclean's own experiences on a journey to Turkestan. 
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republics and the remarkable history of the 
country that, as Gogol wrote, "spread 
smoothly, gliding over half the earth". Among 
the best of these are: Holy Russia: A Historical 
Companion to European Russia (1978), Portrait 
of the Soviet Union (1988) and All the Russias 
0992). These are well illustrated with 
photographs taken by the author on his trusty 
Leica. Both the later volumes can be found for 
£1G-£15, while Holy Russia sells for between 
£15 and £20 (Fine, in dustjaekets). 

LONDON 

With the storm clouds of war gathering, 
Fitzroy returned to London in 1939 where he 
joined the Russian desk of the Foreign Office's 
Northern Department. In later years, he 
referred to the two years he spent in this post 
as "rather dull and dry stuff", but this was the 
time of the Nazi-Soviet pact, and it is probable 
that Maclean's experience was invaluable. 

Throughout these early war years, 
Maclean's attempts to get into uniform were 
continually thwarted by the Foreign Office, 
who had more desk-bound tasks in mind for 


their young recruit. Frustrated, he scanned 
the FO regulations and eventually found the 
loophole he required: anyone wishing to enter 
politics had to resign from the service. 

Maclean immediately arranged a meeting 
with Alexander Cadogan, the Permanent 
Under-Secretary at the Foreign Office. He 
declared his intentions and swept out. Within 
weeks, he had persuaded the Conservative 
Party to adopt him as their candidate in the 
Lancaster by-election, and in October 1941 he 
duly took his seat in the House. Or, rather, he 
didn't. He had made it clear to his would-be 
constituents that, should he win, he would 
join up immediately. 

Once again, he had ruffled feathers in high 
places. This later led to a few mystified 
expressions in the House when the war 
exploits of "the member for Lancaster" were 
announced, and caused Churchill to introduce 
Maclean to colleagues as "the man who used 
the Mother of Parliaments as a public 
convenience". 

Unsurprisingly, Maclean joined up with 
his father's former regiment, the Cameron 


“WRAPPERGUARD” 

from Carlyon Books 


Protect your dustwrappers with polypropylene protection and preserve 
mint condition wrappers or prevent torn ones from deteriorating. 
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21 










Fitzroy Maclean 


TO THE BACK 
OF BEYOND 



To the Back of Beyond, an account of Maclean's travels 
in Soviet Asia , contains over 200 photos by the author . 


Highlanders, and was soon sent to the Middle 
East to draw up plans to destroy the Russian 
oil wells at Baku, an area he had visited in the 
1930s. The plan was shelved, but destiny soon 
showed its hand in the form of David Stirling, 
who asked Maclean to join a new brigade he 
was forming that would operate behind enemy 
lines in the Western Desert and later in 
mainland Europe. The brigade was the Special 
Air Service, or S.A.5. 

In Eastern Approaches, several chapters are 
dedicated to Maclean's adventures in the 
fledgling brigade which, within a few months, 
had performed beyond everyone's wildest 
expectations. Maclean is modest about his own 
contribution but fulsome about the brigade as 
a whole: ''Never/' he writes, "has the element 
of surprise, the key to success in all irregular 
warfare, been more brilliantly exploited." 
Particularly enlightening is his account of the 
brigade's raids on Benghazi, where they 
stumbled upon an Italian guard post and 


Maclean had to bluff his way out in convincing 
Italian. 

Following Stirling's capture in the desert, 
the S.A.S. split into several groups and 
Maclean soon found himself training with 
canoes and rubber dinghies off the coast of 
Palestine. Some weeks later, he was 
summoned to an urgent meeting in London 
with Churchill himself. The subject on the table 
was Yugoslavia. The British government had 
been supporting General Mihajlovik and his 
Cetniks, but reports had reached Churchill that 
another band of guerrillas, bearing the name 
of 'the Partisans' and led by a shadowy figure 
called Tito, was more effective. Under the 
auspices of the S.O.E., but with Churchill's 
personal authority, Maclean was parachuted 
into the treacherous interior of Yugoslavia to 
find out, as Churchill put it, "who was killing 
the most Germans, and to help them kill some 
more". 

MODEST 

His meeting with Tito and his adventures 
with the Partisans forms the second major 
theme of Eastern Approaches, and is 
historically the most important part of the 
book. It is also the most interesting, although 
Maclean is characteristically modest about his 
achievements, declaring that "dodging about 
behind lines is safer than being shot at in the 
front line". Nevertheless, the victory of the 
Partisans and the S.G.E/s pivotal support for 
them became one of the legends of the Allied 
triumph. It also provided the inspiration for 
one of the greatest thrillers ever written: 
Alastair Maclean's The Guns of Navarone. 

Fitzroy Maclean's friendship with Tito 
lasted until the Partisan leader's death in I960, 
and spawned three additional books. The first 
of these was Disputed Barricade: The Life and 
Times of fosip Broz-Tito (1957), a lengthy 
analysis of Tito and Titoism. This was 
Maclean's first book after the phenomenal 
success of Eastern Approaches and was a major 
disappointment. Those thrilled by Eastern 
Approaches found Disputed Barricade stodgy fare 
indeed. Not only that, but the gestation of the 
book took far longer than Maclean had 
anticipated, with many more drafts needed 
than for Eastern Approaches, Disputed Barricade 

n 




Fitzroy Maclean (right) photographed in 1964 with his old comrade-in-arms , Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia. 


is perhaps a book of interest only to specialists, 
which is reflected in the price — between £10 
and £15 for Fine, jacketed copies. 

Along the same lines is The Battle of Neretva 
(1970), which is a paperback account of the 
Partisan's decisive victory over the Nazi 
invaders. Ten years later, and published to 
coincide with Tito's death, Maclean produced 
Tito: A Pictorial Biography 0980)* He considered 
Tito to be one of the greatest men he had ever 
met, describing him as "an outstanding 
military and political leader, who had the 
greatest gift: of convincing people in total 
despair that everything was going to be 
alright"* This book now sells for £1G-£I5 in 
Fine condition with the jacket. 

By the end of the war, Maclean was at the 
height of his fame and was referred to 
variously as the 'Kilted Pimpernel' or the 
'Balkan Brigadier'. Not everyone was happy 
with his wartime conduct, however. The Right 
was suspicious of Maclean's fulsome support 
for Tito, who was, after all, an unabashed 
communist. However, this criticism wears a 
bit thin when one considers that Britain had 


been supporting Russia since we 'stood alone' 
in 1941. That said, the rumblings of discontent 
were heard now and then throughout the rest 
of Maclean's life* 

Despite being a war hero, Maclean found 
that those harsh years had left their mark on 
him. For some time after the cessation of 
hostilities, if he woke suddenly at night, he 
would instinctively roll out of bed onto the 
floor as if expecting attack. 

HONOUR 

Like many others, he found the transition 
from military to civilian life very difficult. 
Many were surprised that he stayed on as MP 
for Lancaster and fought the 1945 election, 
but Maclean had made a promise to his 
constituents and he was a man of honour* 

In truth, despite rising to become Under¬ 
secretary of War in Churchill's government, 
Maclean found the job of being a politician 
dull. It didn't help that he was a poor public 
speaker, although matters became somewhat 
better when he moved constituencies to 
become MP for Bute and North Ayrshire in 








Fitzroy Maclean 

TO CAUCASUS 

The End of all che Earth 



To Cauctfsws (1976) describes Macleans travels to the 
vast mountain region which divides Europe from Asia. 


1957, Now back in his beloved Scotland, he 
was no longer a member of the 'English 
establishment' but a highlander once again. 
From the proceeds of Eastern Approaches , he 
bought Strachur House and the surrounding 
estate for £40,000, including the small hotel, 
The Creggans Inn (far smaller than it is today), 
which he and his wife Veronica — whom he 
had married in 1946 after a whirlwind romance 
— initially decided to manage themselves, 

CROATIA 

Maclean was also one of the few foreigners 
allowed to own property in Yugoslavia. He 
had a beautiful house on the island of Korcufa 
(now part of Croatia), where both of his sons 
were married and where he entertained 
lavishly and often, invariably with his 
favourite tipple in his hand — a pink vanilla 
brandy! 

Maclean's return to his Scottish roots also 
inspired him to write four books about his 
native land. A Concise History of Scotland (1970) 


is a highly-regarded introduction to the 
country of his forebears and is quite easy to 
find for between £10 and £15 (Fine, in 
dustjacket). In a similar vein is Highlanders: A 
History of the Highland Clans (1995), a 
lavishly-illustrated large-format book which 
was published to coincide with the 250th 
anniversary of Bonnie Prince Charlie's landing 
on the Isle of Eriksay, Again, £10-£15 should 
secure a Fine copy. 

Bonnie Prince Charlie was a long-time hero 
of Maclean's, and in 1988 — after a twenty- 
year gestation —- he published his own 
biography of the popular folk hero, simply 
entitled Bonnie Prince Charlie. Fitzroy was 
able to throw new light on the life of this 
legendary figure, and was also able to link 
his own family with the Prince and the 
rising through the chance discovery, late one 
night, of a unique relic in an old deed box. 
This fascinating and authoritative biography 
can still be bought for £10-£15 in Fine 
condition with the jacket bearing a portrait of 
the Prince. 

Also of Scottish interest is The hies of the 
Sea (1985), a well-researched account of the 
myths and legends of the West Highlands and 
Isles which has some delightful illustrations 
by John Springs. This book currently fetches 
up to £20 in Fine condition. 

But back in the late Fifties, as he was taking 
his seat in the House for his new constituency, 
Maclean's literary thoughts were far from the 
heather-clad Highlands. His 1958 book, A 
Person from England: and Other Travellers to 
Turkestan is a fascinating and well-illustrated 
account of the nineteenth-century explorers 
who travelled to the remote cities of Merv, 
Bokhara and Samarkand, and provided the 
inspiration for later novelists such as John 
Buchan, He concludes the book with an 
epilogue which details his own recent return 
to Turkestan under the nannying stewardship 
of Intourist, He bemoans the fact that he was 
forced by the authorities to travel by jet, which 
totally destroyed "the thrill of being 
somewhere that was hard to get to". He was 
also told that Bokhara was "closed". Fine 
copies of A Person from England, complete with 
their grey photographic jackets lettered in red, 
currently fetch between £15 and £20. 



Another journey to Turkestan is featured 
in Back to Bokhara (1959), which is often 
considered to be a companion volume to A 
Person from England As in the previous book, 
Maclean is at first refused permission to visit 
Bokhara, Determined not be defeated again, 
he uses a reception in Moscow to gain personal 
permission from Kruschev to visit the city. He 
finds Bokhara much changed from his first 
visit there in the 1930s. To his dismay, the 
ancient city walls have been largely 
demolished to make way for new 
developments. 

MOSCOW 

In contrast, Maclean found the changes in 
Moscow much more favourable. The brutal 
Stalin years were now considered by the 
authorities to have been so self-defeating that 
even a visit to Stalin's Georgia birthplace was 
now deemed to be "ideologically unsound". 
Instead, he found the Muscovites far more 
open and friendly than before and their city 
to be surprisingly advanced scientifically. Fine 
copies of the excellent Back to Bokhara , which 
feature numerous black-and-white photo¬ 
graphs by Maclean, together with a blue 
photographic jacket, are again valued at 
£15-£20. 

Maclean's career as a traveller acquired a 
new dimension in the 1960s, when he also 
became a film maker. Sometimes alone, but 
often in the company of cheeky cockney 
cameraman, Slim Hewitt (what an unlikely 
pair they must have made!), Maclean gained 
access to Asian Soviet republics such as 
Turkestan, The finished films were shown on 
the BBC, with Maclean acting as both presenter 
and narrator, although it should be noted that 
his shortcomings as an orator were also 
evident on camera. 

More at home on the printed page, he was 
on surer ground with his 1974 study, To the 
Back of Beyond ♦ This is a wonderful book 
detailing his travels in the Sixties and Seventies 
throughout Soviet Asia, from the Caspian Sea 
to the Chinese border. His favoured form of 
transport was the train. He took wonderfully 
long journeys through mountains and deserts, 
during which he got to know virtually 
everyone on board. Stops at stations would 



Maclean's 1988 biography of Bonnie Prince Charlie 
threw new light the life of the legendary Scots leader : 


often turn into parties as everyone 
disembarked to eat, and Maclean once even 
had time to go for a swim in a nearby lake. 
Among the best of the book's passages is the 
one describing his arrival in Kazakstan — at 
over a million square miles, the largest of the 
Asian republics — where he stares in wonder 
at the "snow clad peaks glittering in the 
sunlight, suspended between earth and sky". 
These were the Mountains of Heaven, beyond 
which lay China. The book includes over 200 
of his own photographs, which perfectly 
complement the text 

To Caucasus: The End of All the Earth (1976) 
is the second volume of what is often though 
of as a trilogy which ends with Holy Russia: A 
Historical Companion to European Russia (1978). 
To Caucasus is the story of Maclean's travels to 
the vast mountain region that divides Europe 
from Asia, West from East, and Christendom 
from Islam. The mixture is very much as 





Maclean neper lost his love for Russia, and in 1992 he 
published this lavishly illustrated study of the country. 


before, although there is rather more history 
in this volume. Again, there is a generous 
selection of photographs, with many more in 
colour than in the previous book. Both of these 
large-format books are popular with collectors, 
with prices ranging between £15 and £20 for 
Fine copies in their attractive photographic 

jackets. ESPIONAGE 

Following the appearance of Holy Russia, 
Maclean published the highly successful Take 
Nine Spies (1978), an investigation into 
espionage agents and their methods. Fitzroy 
was an acquaintance of Ian Fleming before 
and during the war, and for some years he 
had been considered one of the inspirations 
for James Bond. 

Which leads me back to the afore¬ 
mentioned Eastern Approaches (1949). This is 
undoubtedly Maclean's highlight, and is one 
of the seminal works of the immediate post¬ 
war era. Over a million copies have been sold 
worldwide, and the book was reissued in 1966 
and 1974, with a commemorative Penguin 
edition appearing in 1991 to celebrate the 


author's eightieth birthday. For collectors, the 
first edition, which runs to 540 pages, is by far 
the most desirable. It has a cream dustjacket, 
with the title in red lettering and the author's 
name beneath in black. There are also 
indispensable fold-out maps of central Asia, 
the Western Desert and Yugoslavia. Fine 
copies of Eastern Approaches currently sell for 
up to £30. 

Maclean left the House of Commons in 
the 1974 election, but his campaigning days 
weren't over. He played a major part in 
defending the Polaris missile base at Holy Loch 
near his home, which was under threat from a 
vociferous CND campaign. 

His death on 17th June 1996 coincided with 
great personal sorrow at the disintegration of 
Yugoslavia. He was convinced that Tito had 
succeeded in building a multi-racial nation 
that would endure beyond his death. The 
self-destruction of the country was not only a 
personal disappointment, but also something 
he had not foreseen. It was a sad end to one of 
the most extraordinary and distinguished lives 
of this century. 


Highlanders 
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Maclean's ksf frwfc uw this large-format history of the 
Highland dans , published just a year before his death. 
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FITZROY MACLEAN UK BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A guide to current values ot first editions in Fine condition without/WKh dustjackets. 


EASTERN APPROACHES (Cape, 1949).....£8-£10 (£20-£30) 

DISPUTED BARRICADE: The Life and Times of Josip Broz-TIto (Cape, 1957)..£6-£8 (£10-£1S> 

A PERSON FROM ENGLAND: AND OTHER TRAVELLERS TO TURKESTAN 

(Cape, 1958).E8-E10 (E15-E20) 

BACK TO BOKHARA (Cape, 1959). £8-£10 (E15-E20) 

YUGOSLAVIA. Introduction by Fitzroy Maclean. Photographs by Toni Schneiders, 

Toso Dabac and others. Notes on the Plates by Dmitar Culic 

(Thames & Hudson, [1969)).......£6-£8 (£10-£1S) 

A CONCISE HISTORY OF SCOTLAND (Thames & Hudson, 1970)...£6-£8 (£10-£1S> 

THE BATTLE OF NERETVA (paperback) (Panther, 1970)..£4-£6 

TO THE BACK OF BEYOND (Cape, 1974) ..£8-£10 (£15-£20) 

TO CAUCASUS: THE END OF ALL THE EARTH (Cape, 1976).E8-E10 (£15-E20) 

HOLY RUSSIA: A HISTORICAL COMPANION TO EUROPEAN RUSSIA 

(Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1978)_ £8-£10 (E15-E20) 

TAKE NINE SPIES (Weidenfeld & Nicolson. 1978)_ E6-E8 (£10-£1S) 

TITO: A PICTORIAL BIOGRAPHY (Macmillan, 1980) .... £6-£8 (£10-£1S) 

THE ISLES OF THE SEA (with illustrations by John Springs) (Collins, 1985).E8-E10 (E15-E20) 

PORTRAIT OF THE SOVIET UNION (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1988).£6-£8 (E10-E15) 

BONNIE PRINCE CHARLIE (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1988)....—.£6-£8 (E10-E15) 

ALL THE RUSSIAS (Viking, 1992)....£6-£8 (E10-E15) 

HIGHLANDERS: A HISTORY OF THE HIGHLAND CLANS (Adelphl, 1995)_E6-C8 (£10-£15) 

FURTHER READING 

McLynn, Frank: FITZROY MACLEAN (John Murray, 1992)...£4-£6 (£8-£12) 


BINDERS BOOK 

AND MAGAZINE 

COLLECTOR 

Special binders are available to keep your copies of BOOK AND MAGAZINE 
COLLECTOR securely bound and neatly filed. Finished in attractive, deep 
red simulated leather, the binder has the title’s logo blocked onto the 
spine in gold lettering and holds at least 12 issues (maximum 15) using 
tight nylon binding cords. The cost (inc. posting and packing) is £4.55 
(£5.55 overseas, surface mail). 

FOR METHODS OF PAYMENT PLEASE SEE PAGE 102 
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I t is now nearly ten years since we last 
explored the works of the cult writer 
of cosmic weird fiction, H.F, 
Lovecraft (see BMC 37 and 77)* In that time, 
the value of his books has more than 
doubled* There continue to be new and 
revised editions and new compilations of 
his books and stories, and there remains an 
intense interest in the man himself as much 
as in his writings. Indeed, Lovecraftian 
scholarship has reached new heights, 
especially through the efforts of his 
biographer, S,T, joshi, and thanks to such 
small press publishers as Necronomicon 
Press in Rhode Island. It's time, therefore, to 
revisit Lovecraft and see what changes have 
been wrought during the 1990s. 

GENTLEMAN 

It is highly appropriate that most of 
Lovecraft's publications continue to be issued 
by small presses, because that is where he 
started. This New England gentleman, born a 
century or more too late and often perceived 
as a recluse (though he in fact travelled quite 
extensively), seldom pursued professional 
publication. It seemed almost ungentlemanly. 
It was only as his inheritance dribbled away 
that Lovecraft felt driven to the occasional 
professional sale, but this did not happen 
until the last ten years of his life. 

During the previous decade, virtually all 
of his output was given away to magazines 
produced by the various amateur press 
associations in the United States. These 
amateur magazines, many mimeographed in 
runs of only 100 copies or so, are immensely 


rare today, but they are a gold mine for 
Lovecraft enthusiasts. Individual copies sell 
for upwards of £100, and complete runs will 
easily fetch over £1,000, especially if they 
contain many items by Lovecraft. In July 1999, 
a sale was held of items from the collection of 
science fiction historian, Sam Moskowitz, and 
two lots relating to amateur press magazines 
containing writings by Lovecraft realised a 
total of $5,250 (£3,300).^ 

Lovecraft edited his own amateur 
magazine. The Conservative > It ran for eighteen 
issues between 1915 and 1923, although most 
of the issues appeared in the first two years. 
At the time, Lovecraft printed about 200 
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copies of each issue, though this may have 
dwindled with the last few numbers. 
However, only a very few complete runs are 
known to survive, and anyone stumbling 
across a set today can expect to sell it for 
anything up to £10,000. 

The first separate publication of Lovecraft's 
to appear was The Crime of Crimes'. This 
was a short poem about the sinking of the 
'Lusitania', which had been published in a 
Welsh amateur magazine, Interesting Items, 
produced by Arthur Harris of Llandudno. 
Harris reproduced some extra copies as a 
single sheet. No one knows how many copies 
were printed, and only three are now known 
to survive. When one surfaced in 1985, it 
was put up for sale, along with the 
correspondence between Lovecraft and Harris, 
for $38,000, or around £24,000. On that basis, 
the individual sheet might sell for anywhere 
around £10,000. 

RARE 

Three other amateur press items were 
published separately over the next few years. 
These are all rare, with just one or two copies 
surviving. The only known copy of The 
Materialist Today, produced in 1926, appeared 
for sale in 1986 and sold for $17,500 (£10,900). 
A copy of the later Further Criticism of Poetrtf , 
published by George Fetter in 1932, was 
recently put up for sale at $3,500 (£2,200). It is 
impossible to put a price on many of 
these early items, but it is also impossible to 
know just how many copies may remain in 
someone's attic or scrapbook. 

A first attempt at publishing a proper 
edition of Lovecraft's work came in 1928, when 
W. Paul Cook, who ran a small printing firm 
and issued items under the imprint The 
Recluse Press, made a half-hearted effort to 
publish Lovecraft's story, The Shunned House. 
The full details of this were given in BMC 37. 
Suffice it to say here that Cook never finished 
the project, although he did print about 300 
sets of unbound sheets. About 75 of these 
original sheets survive in that form, and last 
time out sold for around £1,500. They may 
well fetch more than that today. 

A young friend of Lovecraft's, Robert H. 
Barlow, took up where Cook left off and 


actually bound eight sets of Cook's sheets in 
1934. This, therefore, constitutes Lovecraft's 
first hardback book. Copies of this volume 
hardly ever surface for sale, but if one were to 
come on the market then it might well fetch 
up to £4,000. August Derleth also bound about 
100 sets of the surviving sheets in 1961, and 
those are worth up to £2,500 at present, but 
are likely to increase rapidly in price. 

Another effort was made to produce a book 
in 1936, this time of The Shadow Over Innsmouth , 
The printer was William Crawford, and the 
result was amateurish, to say the least. 
Nevertheless, since only 200 copies were 
produced, and it was the last such attempt 
made during Lovecraft's life, this book is also 
now sought after, selling for up to £3,500, 

A few other amateur efforts appeared 
during Lovecraft's lifetime, all of which are 
listed in the price guide at the end of this 
article. One worth singling out is The Cats of 
Ulthar. This was a small ten-page chapbook 
produced by Robert Barlow for his new 


Shadow Over Innsmouth 
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The 1936 edition of Tfie Shadow Over Innsmouth 
now sells for up to £3J>QQ in Very Good condition. 
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The 1939 anthology. The Outsider and Others , is 
amongst the prizes in any H.R homecraft collection. 


Dragon-Fly Press, Only 42 copies were printed, 
forty of them as a regular edition. These 
occasionally surface today, and can sell for as 
much as £1,000. The other two copies were 
produced with a special Red Lion Text. One 
of these was presented to Lovecraft, and the 
other presumably retained by Barlow, 
although it was not found amongst his effects 
after his death. If this copy ever resurfaces, it 
would certainly be worth well over £1,000. 

A point to bear in mind about all of these 
early volumes is that they were produced 
by friends and acquaintances of Lovecraft 
and not by professional publishers. The 
booklets were amateurish (if well-meant) 
efforts, and as a consequence there are untold 
inconsistencies in the paper, binding and 
(where relevant) dustjacket All of this results 
in a complexity of unintended variants that 
makes almost every copy unique in some 
fashion or other. 


The first real attempt to publish Lovecraft' s 
work in a professional manner was made by 
August Derleth and Donald Wandrei. They 
set up Arkham House as a small-press 
publisher solely to issue a collection of 
Lovecraft's fiction. The Outsider and Others . 
This appeared in 1939 in an edition of 1,268 
copies, with a dustjacket by Virgil Finlay. At 
the time it sold slowly, but today the book is 
amongst the prizes in any Lovecraftian 
collection, selling for up to £1,500 in Very Good 
condition with the jacket. A copy inscribed by 
both Wandrei and Derleth sold at auction in 
1994 for $2,990 (around £1,850), even though 
the dustjacket was worn and crumpled. 

Derleth had originally planned this book 
as a one-off, but he was bitten by the 
publishing bug and Arkham House gradually 
became a regular business (see BMC 106 for 
the complete story). The values of early 
Arkham House books have rocketed in recent 
years, Derleth eventually brought all of 



The Weird Shadow Oner Innsmouth uxis the first 
Lovecraft title to be issued us a mass-market paperback, 
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Lovecraft's fiction together into a series of 
volumes. The next book was Beyond the Wall 
of Sleep , which was published in 1943 in an 
edition of 1,617 copies. It doesn't quite have 
the allure of The Outsider , but copies can fetch 
up to £1,000 if in Very Good condition. Most 
examples that have surfaced recently have 
been worn with Poor dustjackets, and have 
only realised around £5O0-£6O0. 

The third volume, which at the time was 
intended to complete the round-up of 
Lovecraft's fiction, was Marginalia. This 
collection — which included articles and 
appreciations by other authors, as well as 
Lovecraft's own writings — was published in 
1944 in an edition of 2,035 copies, with 
another Finlay dust jacket. This volume has 
never had the appeal of the first two, even 
though it includes some obscure and 
interesting items. It is now worth up to £250. 

COMPILATIONS 

After these three volumes, Derleth 
continued to bring together compilations 
of Lovecraft's work. These fall into three 
categories. The first group comprises a 
mixture of Lovecraftian items together with 
contributions by others, beginning with 
Something About Cats (1949). Nearly 3,000 
copies of this book were printed and bound, 
and it can quite easily be found for around 
£ 100 . 

The second group are fragments of 
Lovecraft's work, completed by Derleth. These 
'posthumous collaborations 1 began with The 
Lurker at the Threshold in 1945, which was a 
novel written entirely by Derleth based on 
two sets of notes by Lovecraft Since Derleth's 
death in 1971, there has been a radical 
antipathy towards his revisions /adaptations 
of Lovecraft's material, with a corresponding 
effect on values (although Derleth's regional 
books continue to be much appreciated). 
Indeed, you shouldn't have to pay more than 
£100 for a Very Good copy of The Lurker at the 
Threshold. 

However, this book is of particular 
interest because Derleth managed to sell it 
to Museum Press in London, which published 
it in 1948. This was effectively the first 
British edition of any Lovecraft book, for all 



Virgil Finlay drew the atmospheric dust jacket for 
Marginalia, published by Arkhttm House in 1944. 


that it was by Derleth, and as such is a 
sought-after volume. It usually sells for 
£30-£40 (Very Good, in dustjacket), although I 
have seen Fine copies offered for up to $500 
(£300). Needless to say, no one should buy it 
at that price! 

The final group consists of stories by other 
writers but in which Lovecraft had an 
extensive involvement. For much of his 
writing life, Lovecraft regarded himself more 
as a reviser of the stories of others than as a 
writer. He had many clients, few of whom 
would be remembered at all today were it 
not for the fact that Lovecraft revised and 
sometimes even ghostwrote their stories. 
Derleth had included some of these in 
Something About Cats t but he brought all the 
then-known revisions together in The Horror 
in the Museum in 1970. This volume is still 
easily found for £30-£4O. 

Derleth was also accomplished at market¬ 
ing Lovecraft elsewhere, licensing reprint 
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"Who is Lovecraft?" asked the blurb-writer for the 
1951 Colhncz collection, The Haunter of the Dark. 


rights in compilations drawn from the Arkham 
books. The first printing of Lovecraft"s fiction 
in a mass-market paperback was the New York 
publisher Bart House's 1944 edition of The 
Weird Shadow Over Innsmouth* This book is 
immensely collectable, and a Very Good copy 
can easily fetch £40. Its companion. The 
Dumvich Horror , published the following year, 
sells for up to £35. 

The first hardback edition from a trade 
publisher was Best Supernatural Stories of 
H.P. Lovecraft , issued in 1945 by the World 
Publishing Company in Cleveland as one 
of their Tower Mystery" books. It rapidly 
went through four printings, the first of 
which is bound in black cloth with the 
spine stamped in violet, and with a dustjacket 
by Leo Manso. Very Good copies sell for up 
to £50* 


Another oddity from this period involved 
the London firm, Victor Gollancz. In 1951, they 
published two of Lovecraft's longer works — 
The Haunter of the Dark and The Case of Charles 
Dexter Ward — as separate books, something 
which had not happened in the United States, 
where Derleth had incorporated them into his 
omnibus volumes. The Case of Charles Dexter 
Ward is the scarcer of the two Gollancz 
editions, and a Very Good copy could easily 
fetch up to £75 on the American market. 

JOURNALISM 

During the 1950s, with Derleth having 
financial problems, other devotees turned to 
publishing small-press editions of Lovecraft's 
work* There are two items of special interest. 
Long-time Lovecraft collector, George 
Wetzel, issued seven volumes of The Lovecraft 
Collector's Library between 1952 and 1955. 
These consisted mostly of lesser-known 
items of poetry and journalism. They were 
mimeographed and issued in a paper-bound 
edition of 75 copies. The set is currently 
valued at £125-£150 + 

In 1955, Kenneth Krueger, who for years 
attempted to make a going concern of his 
Shroud publishing outfit, issued Lovecraft's 
short novel. The Dream Quest of Unknown 
Kadath. It was a rather scrappy affair, with 
copies being printed on different coloured 
paper, but of the 1,500 copies he produced, he 
bound fifty in black cloth with the spine 
stamped in gold. These fifty copies have 
gradually risen in value and now sell for up 
to £150. Although the paper-bound copies are 
less sought after, they may be rarer than we 
think, because Krueger lost an untold number 
when he moved house. In 1972, Gerry de la 
Ree rebound twelve copies of the paper-bound 
edition in black cloth, inserting a label 
identifying his imprint. This volume also sells 
for up to £150 in Very Good condition. 

By the early 1960s, Derleth felt that it was 
time to relaunch his editions of Lovecraft's 
work, but instead of reprinting The Outsider 
and Beyond the Wall of Sleep, he converted these 
into three volumes, which have now become 
the standard editions of Lovecraft's works. 
The Dunwich Horror and Others was the first 
volume, issued in 1963, followed by At the 
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Mountains of Madness and Other Novels in 1964, 
and Dflgan and Other Macabre Tales in 1965* 
These now sell for up to £100 each in Very 
Good condition with the jackets* 

Derleth also issued Lovecraft's Co/tecfed 
Poems in one volume in 1963 in a surprisingly 
large edition of 2,013 copies. Derleth loved 
poetry, and Lovecraft always regarded 
himself as more of a poet than a story writer, 
particularly in his early years* This edition, 
which has not been reprinted, now fetches up 
to £100. 

Derleth also embarked upon a long 
programme of reprinting Lovecraft's letters* 
Lovecraft poured more of himself into his 
letters than into his stories, and those intrigued 
by the character and mystery of Lovecraft will 
find his letters fascinating* In the end, they 
ran to five volumes* The first two volumes 
were soon reprinted, and the last two — which 
had twice the print-run (5,000 copies) of their 


THE DREAM QUEST 
OF 

UNKNOWN KADATH 



The 3955 Shroud edition of H.P, Lovecraft's short 
novel The Dream Quest of Unknown Kadath. 


predecessors — are still in print The third 
volume, however, was only recently reprinted, 
and because this had the lower print-run 
(2,500 copies), its secondhand value rapidly 
outstripped that of the others. Whereas the 
first two volumes can be acquired for £25-£30 
in Very Good condition, the third volume is 
currently valued at £75-£lG0* 

These new editions resulted in a number 
of paperback reprints. The first were from 
Lancer Books, who reissued The Dunwich 
Horror and The Colour Out of Space in 1963 and 
1964 respectively. Because Lancer Books 
editions are also much collected these days, 
these editions can fetch up to £12 in Very Good 
condition* 

COLLECTIONS 

The real programme of mass-market 
publishing for Lovecraft began in 1970 with 
the appearance of various collections from 
Ballantine Books and their sister imprint, 
Beagle Books. These editions had large 
print-runs, and are not especially collected 
today (although they will no doubt steadily 
increase in value), but it was through them 
that Lovecraft's work became available to a 
much wider and appreciative audience as 
interest in horror fiction was rekindled at the 
end of the 1960s* 

Derleth had kept a tight stranglehold over 
Lovecraft's estate, often threatening to sue 
anyone who reprinted material without his 
permission* After his death in 1971, however, 
access was once again regained to Lovecraft's 
papers, and a new generation of scholarship 
emerged. The 1970s and 1980s saw a rash of 
small-press and limited-edition publications 
of obscure Lovecraft material, especially 
poetry and essays* The main publishers were 
R. Alain Everts from the Strange Company 
and Dream House, and Marc Michaud from 
the Necronomicon Press* 

Both Everts and S.T. Joshi, along with other 
Lovecraft devotees, have spent tremendous 
energy in unearthing the original manuscripts 
of Lovecraft's stories. Some of these have been 
reprinted in holographic editions. Others have 
been laboriously reprinted to ensure that the 
correct texts are now available. The triumph 
of this research came in 1985-6 with the 
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This collection of Lovecraft*$ Juvenilia (1984) um 
edited by S.Ti Joshi, a noted authority on tors ivorks . 


publication of new editions of The Dunmich 
Horror , At the Mountains of Madness and Dagon, 
all revised and edited by S.T* Joshi, and 
incorporating the amended and preferred texts 
wherever possible. Each volume has a special 
introduction by a leading figure associated 
with Lovecraftian fiction (Robert Bloch, fames 
Turner and T.E.D. Klein respectively). These 
editions now supersede the earlier printings 
as the standard texts, and will no doubt 
become collectors' items in years to come. 

COMPENDIUM 

Joshi also produced a corrected text 
edition of The Horror in the Museum for Arkham 
House (1989), and more recently an updated 
compendium of other material. Miscellaneous 
Writings (1995), which is still in print. In 
fact, Joshi has published a wealth of 
Lovecraftian material over the last twenty 
years, culminating in his massive biography, 
H.P. Lovecraft: A Life , the first hardback book 
from Necronomicon Press, published in 1996. 
This volume now supersedes L. Sprague 
de Camp's Lovecraft: A Biography as the 
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H. P. Lovecraft 

D agon and Other 
Macabre Tales 



He also edited this new edition of Dagon and Other Macabre Tales , 


authoritative study of Lovecraft's 
Me and works. 

In fact, there are enough books 
about or related to H.P. Lovecraft 
to form an entirely separate article, 
but one worth mentioning here is 
Lovecraft Remembered by Peter 
Cannon, which, because it was 
published by Arkham House (in 
1998), is something of a spiritual 
cousin to the other Lovecraft titles. 

It is a compendium of articles and 
essays about Lovecraft by people 
who knew him, ranging as far back 
as 1915 from his amateur press 
days. It includes items by August 
Derleth, Frank Belknap Long, 

Robert Bloch, Clark Ashton Smith, 

Fritz Leiber and many others, and 
is a fascinating insight into the 
human side of this cult author. The 
book is still in print (at $29,95, or 
about £19), but will certainly 
become another collectable before 
too long. 

It is unfortunate that some 
publishers continue to use the 
uncorrected texts for their 
collections. For instance, the 
British volume, Crawling Chaos 
(1993), from Creation Press, 
compiled by James Havoc, with an 
introduction by Colin Wilson, not 
only reprints minor works by 
Lovecraft, but also uses the Derleth 
texts rather than the approved 
versions. As a consequence, this edition is 
not much collected by Lovecraft devotees, 
although it will doubtless acquire a certain 
collecting notoriety in future years. Whereas 
Ballantine Books have updated their 
paperback editions to incorporate the revised 
text, Carroll & Graf have issued reprints of 
selections from the original Arkham House 
editions using the old text. 

Despite his continuing popularity with 
collectors, Lovecraft is not always a licence to 
print money, as the Rhode Island publisher, 
Donald M. Grant, recently discovered. He has 
established a reputation for producing lavish, 
beautifully-illustrated limited edition books at 


high but reasonable prices, and in 1990 he 
published a 1,000-copy leather-bound edition 
of Lovecraft's short novel, At the Motmtains of 
Madness , illustrated and signed by the artist, 
Fernando Duval. Ten years later, the edition 
has still not sold out, and when a copy came 
up for auction in 1994, it fetched only $55 
(05), against an original price of $120 (around 
£75). At the same sale, an Arkham House first 
edition of the collection. At the Mountains of 
Madness , realised $220 (£140), For once, the 
Grant edition was not a good investment. 

Two other recent editions may well prove 
to be better bets. In 1993, Easton Press, which 
specialises in de luxe editions, produced a 
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Virtually all of Lovecraft's writings have been issued 
in recent years, including his Dream Book (19941 


special leather-bound, gilt-edged edition of 
The Dunwich Horror using the corrected text 
by Joshi from the Arkham House edition. The 
only difference was that it included a new 
introduction by Darrell Schweitzer and 
artwork by Jill Bauman. It was made 
available by subscription only as part of Easton 
Press's 'Masterpieces of Science Fiction' 
series, and many Lovecraft collectors were 
not even aware of its publication. Originally 
priced at around $39, with a print-run in the 
thousands, it is likely to gain in value over the 
next few years. 

In 1997, Ecco Press published Tales of H.P. 
Lovecraft, selected by Joyce Carol Oates, who 
also supplied an introduction. This volume 
included most of Lovecraft's best fiction, 
including the short novel. At the Mountains of 
Madness. It sold for $23 (about £14) and has 
only recently gone out of print. Copies will 
almost certainly soon double in price. 

Necronomicon Press have, for over twenty 
years, published cheap but collectable editions 
of Lovecraft material, usually in editions of 
400 or 500 copies. The early volumes, which 
are now long out of print, have started to 


escalate in price, and will doubtless soon 
become real collectors' items. One interesting 
volume was an edition of Lovecraft's short 
story. The Festival, which was produced in 
an edition of only fifty copies in 1984 as 
a Christmas present to those closely 
associated with Necronomicon Press. Never 
commercially available, this item is bound to 
attract interest in future years. 

Many of these small-press publications are 
also available in special editions, notably those 
produced by R. Alain Everts for The Strange 
Company. His special holographic edition of 
The Statement of Randolph Carter , issued in 1976 
in a special folder, is now starting to attract 
prices of £50 and more. These small-press 
items are too numerous to cover here, but all 
of them are listed in the price guide. 

POETRY 

Re workings of Lovecraft material continue 
to appear, many under the editorial guidance 
of S,T. Joshi. In 1997, Dell published a trade 
paperback edition of The Annotated H.P. 
Lovecraft , which rapidly sold out and will 
certainly increase in price over the years. A 
companion, More Annotated H.P. Lovecraft , has 
just been issued. Joshi has also compiled a 
volume of Lovecraft's complete poetry. The 
Ancient Track , which has just been published 
in a hardback edition of 250 copies by the 
Necronomicon Press. This is certain to be a 
major collectors' items in the future. For 
Viking Penguin, Joshi has compiled a new 
selection. The Call of Cthulhu and Other Weird 
Stories , whilst for the Ohio University Press 
he has produced (in collaboration with David 
E, Schultz) Lord of a Visible World (due out 
in June). This takes a selection of Lovecraft's 
letters and arranges them into a kind 
of informal autobiography. AO of these 
volumes are likely to be important collectors' 
items in the future, and I'm sure that, if we 
revisit H.P. Lovecraft in another ten years, 
we'll find that most — if not all — of the 
books listed below will have increased 
dramatically in price yet again. 

My thanks to Stefan Dziemianowitz, Darrell 
Schweitzer and S.T. Joshi for their help with the 
price guide , 
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H.P. LOVECRAFT US/UK BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A guide to current values of first editions in Very Good condition without/with dust jackets, 

FICTION AND POETRY 

THE CRIME OF CRIMES (mimeographed pamphlet) (Harris, 1915} ... £8,00O-£ 10,000 

THE SHUNNED HOUSE (limited to 300 sets of original unbound sheets) 

(Recluse Press, U.S„ 1928) .....£l T 50Ch£1,750 

ditto (limited to eight bound copies) (R,H. Barlow, U.S., 1934-35).. £3 T 5O0-£4,OQG 

ditto (limited to fifty sets of unbound sheets) (Arkham House, U.S., 1959) .£1,500-Ef ,750 

ditto (limited to 100 bound copies) (Arkham House, U.S., 1961).. £2,250-£2,5OO 

ditto (counterfeit edition) (U.S., 1965-66) ....... _ ... .... .. .. £40O-£500 

THE BATTLE THAT ENDED THE CENTURY (with Robert H, Barlow; 

limited to fifty mimeographed copies; paper wrappers) (Barlow. U,S„ 1934)...£600-£800 

A SONNET — THE LOVECRAFTER (limited to 16 copies) (Shepherd & Wollheim, U.S., 1936) ,.. £5QQ-£6fM} 
THE CATS OF ULTHAfi (limited to 42 copies; paper wrappers) (Dragon-Fly Press, U.S., 1935) E6Q0-E1,000 
THE SHADOW OVER INNSMOUTH (limited to around 200 copies) 

(Visionary Publishing, U.S., 1936).......... E3,000-£3,5QQ 

H.P.L. (limited to 25 copies; paper wrappers) (Corwin F. Stickney, U.S., 1937) .£1 r 000-£1,250 

A HISTORY OF THE + NECRQHOMlCON’ (Rebel Press, U.S., 1938} ____ ..... £500-E600 

ditto (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1977} ..... £500*£600 

THE OUTSIDER AND OTHERS. Edited by August Derleth and Donald Wandrei 

(Arkham House, U.S.. 1939).. .......£6OQ-£750 (£1,25G-£1,500) 

FUNGI FROM YUGGOTH (mimeographed pamphlet; limited to around 65 copies) 

(Bill Evans/FAPA, U.S., 1943).........£75Q-£1,00O 

BEYOND THE WALL OF SLEEP. Edited by August Derleth and Donald Wandrei 

(Arkham House, U.S., 1943}..........E400-E5OO (E800-E1,000) 

THE WEIRD SHADOW OVER INNSMOUTH (paperback) (Bari House, US., 1944) ... E30-£40 

THE DUNWICH HORROR AND OTHER WEIRD TALES (paperback) 

(Armed Services Edition, U.S., 1945}.........E25-E30 

BEST SUPERNATURAL STORIES OF H.P. LOVECRAFT. Edited by August Derleth 

(World, U.S., 1945} ........ ........ £12-E15 (E35-E50) 

THE DUNWICH HORROR (paperback) (Bart House, U.S., 1945).E30-E35 

THE LURKER AT THE THRESHOLD (novel; completed by August Derleth) 

(Arkham House, U.5., 1945).....-.E20-E25 (E60-E80) 

ditto (Museum Press, 1948)______ .... .... E12-E15 (£30*£40) 

THE LURKING FEAR AND OTHER STORIES (paperback) (Avon Press. US., 1947)...£2Q-£25 

ditto (as ‘CRY HORROR!'; paperback) (World Distributors, 195B)........ E8-£12 

THE HAUNTER OF THE DARK (Gollancz, 1951) ______E15-E20 (£35-£50) 

THE CASE OF CHARLES DEXTER WARD (Gollancz, 1951)_____ E15-E20 (E50-E75) 

THE CURSE OF YIG (stories by Zealia Brown Bishop, revised by H.P. Lovecrsft) 

(Arkham House, U.S., 1953).........E25-£30 (£50-£60) 

THE CHALLENGE FROM BEYOND (Evans, U.S., 1954) ......_____.,.. £35-£50 

THE DREAM QUEST OF UNKNOWN KADATH (limited to fifty copies; cloth binding) 

(Shroud, U.S., 1955)..........£125-050 

ditto (wrappers) (Shroud, US., 1955)....... £50-£75 

ditto (limited to twelve copies; black cloth binding) (Gerry de la Ree, US„ 1972)... *,. £125-El 50 

THE SURVIVOR AND OTHERS (completed by August Derleth) (Arkham House, U.S., 1957). E20-E25 (£60-£80) 
THE DUNWICH HORROR AND OTHERS. Edited by August Derleth 

(Arkham House, U.5., 1963)..... E30-E35 (E75-E100) 

ditto (revised by S.T. Joshi) (Arkham House, U.S., 1985)..E8-E12 (E15-E20) 

ditto (leather binding) (Easton Press, U.S., 1993) ........ E35-E50 

COLLECTED POEMS. Edited by August Derleth (Arkham House, US., 1963).. E25-E30 (£75-£100) 

THE DUNWICH HORROR (paperback) (Lancer Books, US„ 1963)...E10-E12 

AT THE MOUNTAINS OF MADNESS AND OTHER NOVELS. Edited by August Derleth 

(Arkham House, U.S., 1964}.......£25-£30 (E75-E1D0) 

ditto (Gollancz, 1966) .......... ...... E1S-E20 (£35-£50) 

ditto (revised by S.T. Joshi) (Arkham House, US., 1985)... £B-£12 (£15-£20) 

THE COLOUR OUT OF SPACE (paperback) (Lancer Books, 1964),.... ..... E10-E12 

THE LURKING FEAR AND OTHER STORIES (paperback) (Panther Books, 1964)....E6-EB 

DAGON AND OTHER MACABRE TALES, Edited by August Derieth 

(Arkham House, U$„ 1965)......... *..E25-E30 (E75-E100) 

ditto (Gollancz, 1967) ......__...... ______ E10-E12 (E3Q-E35) 

ditto (revised by S.T. Joshi) (Arkham House, U.S., 1966)..... £8-£i2 (£i5-£20) 

Bibliography continued overleaf 
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3 TALES OF HORROR (Arkham House, US. T 1967)......£15-£20 (£35-£50) 

THE SHADOW OUT OF TIME (Gollancz. i960)_.......____£1<K£12 (E25-E30) 

THE PROSE POEMS: EX OBLIVIONE. MEMORY, NYARLATHOTEP, WHAT THE MOON BRINGS 

(set of four booklets) (Squires, U.S., 1969-70)..... the set £100-£125 

THE DREAM QUEST OF UNKNOWN KADATH (paperback) (Ballsntine, U.S., 1970)___EB-E1Q 

THE HORROR IN THE MUSEUM AND OTHER REVISIONS, Edited by August Derleth 

(Arkham House, U$. t 1970).......E1S-E20 (E30-E4G) 

ditto (revised by S.T. Josh!) (Arkham House, U.$., 1909)............ + + , * *. E0-E12 (E15-E20) 

THE DOOM THAT CAME TO SARNATH (paperback) (Baltantine, U.S., 1971) ....E&-E10 

THE SHADOW OVER JNNSMOUTH (Scholastic, U.S., 1971) ......£6-£6 

THE WATCHERS OUT OF TIME AND OTHERS (completed by August Derleth) 

(Arkham House, US. T 1974)......... £10-£15 (£30-£35) 

MEDUSA: A PORTRAIT (limited to 500 numbered copies and 26 lettered copies: wrappers) 

(OMphant Press, U,S„ 1975) ............. E6-E12 

THE STATEMENT OF RANDOLPH CARTER (unbound holographic sheets In folder; 

limited to 150 copies) (The Strange Company, U.S., 1976)....... £15-£20 

ditto (unbound holographic sheets in folder; limited to thirty copies signed and 

numbered by the editor) (The Strange Company, US., 1976)....... £35-£50 

ANTARKTOS (limited to 150 copies; wrappers) (Fantome Press, U.5., 1977)........E10-E15 

HERBERT WEST; REANIMATOR (limited to 1,000 copies; wrappers) 

(NecronomJcon Press, U.S., 1977)........ £10-£15 


THE LURKING FEAR (limited to 550 copies; wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1977) ....... E10-E15 

COLLAPSING COSMOSES (limited to 500 copies; wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S. t 1977) .. £10-£15 
A WINTER WISH. Edited by Tom Collins (limited to 2,000 copies) (Whispers Press. US., 1977) ... E15-E20 
ditto (limited to 200 numbered copies, signed by the editor; cloth binding; in slipcase) 

(Whispers Press, U.S.. 1977).... ..... ...£50-£60 

UNCOLLECTED PROSE AND POETRY. Edited by S.T. Joshi and Marc A. Michaud 

(three volumes; wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1978-82)... the set E15-E20 

THE COLOUR OUT OF SPACE (limited to 400 copies; wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, 1962).... E15-E20 
THE BEST OF H.P. LOVECRAFT, Edited by Robert Bloch (paperback) 

(Del Rey/Ballantlne, U S-, 1982)....... E6-E12 

THE YOUNG FOLKS' ULYSSES (limited to 200 copies; wrappers) (Soft Books, U.$., 1982).E12-E15 

ASHES AND OTHERS. Edited by Robert M. Price (wrappers) (Miskatonic University Press, U.S.* 1963) E6-E0 

THE ILLUSTRATED FUNGI FROM YUGGOTH (wrappers) (Dream House, U.5„ 1983)...£B-£12 

SATURNALIA AND OTHER POEMS. Edited by S.T. Joshi (Cryptic Publications, US., 1904).£6-£8 

JUVENILIA 1B95-1905. Edited by S.T, Joshi (wrappers) (Necronomicon Press. US., 1964) ..£6-£0 

THE FESTIVAL (limited to fifty copies; wrappers) (Necronomicon Press. U.5., 1904) ............ £20-£25 

MEDUSA AND OTHER POEMS. Edited by S.T. Joshi (wrappers) (Cryptic Publications, U.S., 1986) . E&-E10 
AT THE MOUNTAINS OF MADNESS (illustrated by Fernando Duval; limited to 1,000 copies, 

signed by the artist; leather binding) (Donald M. Grant, U.S., 1990) .....E50-E75 

THE FANTASTIC POETRY. Edited by S.T. Joshi (Necronomicon Press, US., 1990) .... E12-E15 

THE BATTLE THAT ENDED THE CENTURY/COLLAPSING COSMOSES (with Robert H. Barlow) 

(Necronomicon Press t U.S., 1992).......E6-E0 

CRAWLING CHAOS: SELECTED WORKS 1920-1935. Edited by James Havoc (trade paperback) 

(Creation Press, 1993) .............................................. * * .. £10-E12 

THE DREAM CYCLE OF H.P. LOVECRAFT (trade paperback) (Ballantine/Del Rey, US., 1995) ...... E6-E8 

THE TRANSITION OF H.P. LOVECRAFT (trade paperback) (Ballantine/Del Rey, U.S., 1996).... In print SIT 

THE ANNOTATED H.P. LOVECRAFT, Edited by S.T, Joshi (trade paperback) (Deil, U.S., 1997) in print $13*95 
TALES OF H.P. LOVECRAFT. Edited by Joyce Carol Oates (Ecco Press, U.S., 1997).... E10-E15 (E20-E25) 

MORE ANNOTATED H.P. LOVECRAFT. Edited by Peter Cannon and S.T. Joshi 

(Dell, US., 1999)........ in print $13.95 

THE ANCIENT TRACK (limited to 250 copies) (Necronomicon Press, US,. 2000) .in print S40 

ditto (limited to B00 copies; paperback) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 2009) .....In print 

THE CALL OF CTHULHU AND OTHER WEIRD STORIES. Edited by S.T. Joshi 
(Penguin, U.S., 1999) ............. ...... in print £7,99 

LETTERS, ESSAYS AND MISCELLANEOUS 

EXPONENT OF AMATEUR JOURNALISM (mimeographed pamphlet) 

(United Amateur Press Association. US., 1915)......... n/a 

LOOKING BACKWARD (limited to around forty copies; mimeographed pamphlet) 

(C.W, Smith, U.S.. 1920)... . .........n/a 

THE MATERIALIST TODAY (limited to fifteen copies; pamphlet) (Drlftwlnd Press, US., 1926) ..n/a 
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FURTHER CRITICISM OF POETRY (pamphlet) (George C. Fetter, US., 1932)......._... £2 f 00£h£2,250 

CHARLESTON (first state mimeographed pamphlet; limited to around 20-25 copies; 

card covers) (H.C. Koenig, U.S., 1936}..........n/a 

ditto (second state mimeographed pamphlet; revised; limited to 30*35 copies; card covers) 

(H.C. Koenig, U.S., 1936).......... n/a 

SOME CURRENT MOTIVES AND PRACTICES (mimeographed pamphlet; 

limited to 50-100 copies) (R.H. Barlow, U.S., 1936) .......*.. n/a 

THE NOTES & COMMONPLACE BOOK. Edited by R.H. Barlow (paper wrappers) 

(The Futile Press, U.S., 1938)........... .... £1,000-£1 t 200 

MARGINALIA. Edited by August Derleth and Donald Wandrel 

(Arkham House, U.3., 1944).... *... £75-£KK> (E200-C250) 

SUPERNATURAL HORROR IN LITERATURE (dustjacket only with second printing) 

(Ben Abramson, U.S. T 1945) ....... £30-£40 (£50-£60) 

ditto. Revised Edition (limited to 2,000 copies; paper wrappers) (Carrollton-Clark, U S., 1974)... £10-£12 
SOMETHING ABOUT CATS AND OTHER PIECES, Edited by August Derleth 

(Arkham House, U.S., 1949)........E30-E4Q (EB0-E120) 

THE LOVECRAFT COLLECTOR'S LIBRARY. Edited by George T. Wetzel (seven volumes; 

limited to 75 sets) (S.5.R. Publications, U.S., 1952-55)......the set E125-E150 

THE SHUTTERED ROOM AND OTHER PIECES. Edited by August Derleth 

(Arkham House, U.S., 1959)....... £2Q-£25 (E75-E100) 

DREAMS AND FANCIES. Edited by August Derleth (Arkham House, U.S.* 1962).E20-E25 (£7S*£100) 

SOME NOTES ON A NONENTITY (Arkham House, U.S., 1963}...£25-£30 <£75-£100) 

SELECTED LETTERS Volume I. Edited by August Derleth and Donald Wandrel 

(Arkham House, U.S., 1965)........£15-E20 (E25-E30) 

THE DARK BROTHERHOOD AND OTHER PIECES. Edited by August Derleth 

(Arkham House, US., 1966).........£25*£3Q (£60-£B0) 

SELECTED LETTERS Volume IL Edited by August Derleth and Donald Wandrei 
(Arkham House, U.S., 1968), *.........E15-E20 (E25-E30) 
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HAIL, KLARKASH-TONi (limited to eighty numbered and nine lettered copies; paper wrappers) 

(Roy A. Squires, U.S., 1971)... ...., ...£30-£35 

SELECTED LETTERS Volume III, Edited by August Derleth and Donald Wandrei 

(Arkham House, U.$. f 1971)... ....... ....£3S-£5Q {£75-£10O) 

E'CH-PI-EL SPEAKS (limited to 475 copies; paper wrappers) (Gerry de la Ree, U.S., 1972) ....... £40-£50 

ditto (limited to 25 copies; cloth binding) (Gerry de la Ree, U.S., 1971) .................... £125-El 50 

LOVECRAFT AT LAST (limited to 2,000 copies) (CarroMton-Clark, U.S„ 1975).£50-£66 

ditto (with Willis Conover; limited to 1,000 copies; in slipcase) (Carrollton-Clark, U.S., 1975)... E75-E1GQ 
THE OCCULT LOVECRAFT. Edited by Anthony Raven (limited to 990 copies; paper wrappers) 

(Gerry de la Ree, U.S., 1975)......E20-E25 

ditto (limited to 128 copies; cloth binding; issued without dustjacket) 

(Gerry de la Ree, U,S., 1975)..... ...... £5Q-£60 

FIRST WRITINGS: PAWTUXET VALLEY GLEANER 1905. Edited by Marc A. Michaud 
(limited to 500 numbered copies; paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1976) ......... £25-£3Q 

SELECTED LETTERS Volume IV. Edited by August Derleth and James Turner 

(Arkham House, U.S., 1976) .......In print £12.50 

SELECTED LETTERS Volume V. Edited by August Derleth and James Turner 

(Arkham House, U.S„ 1976) ......In print £12.50 

THE CONSERVATIVE COMPLETE 1915-1923. Edited by Marc A. Michaud 
(limited to 400 copies: paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1976).^. £25-£30 
WRITINGS iN THE UNITED AMATEUR' 1915-1922, Edited by Marc A. Michaud 

(limited to 500 numbered copies; paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1976)..E20-E25 

TO QUEBEC AND THE STARS. Edited by L. Sprague de Camp (Donald M. Grant. U.3., 1976) E15-E20 (£30-£35) 
THE CALIFORNIAN. Edited by Marc A. Michaud (limited to 1,000 numbered copies; 

paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1977) ...... £10-£15 

WRITINGS IN THE TRYOUT, Edited by Marc A. Michaud (limited to 1,000 numbered copies; 

paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1977)........E10-E15 

MEMOIRS OF AN INCONSEQUENTIAL SCRIBBLER (limited to 500 copies; paper wrappers) 

(Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1977).....£10-£1 S 

SCIENCE VERSUS CHARLATANRY. Edited by ST, Joshi and Scott Connors 

(with J.F. Hartmann; limited to 200 copies; paper wrappers) (The Strange Company, 1979).£25-£30 

H.P, LOVECRAFT IN THE EYRIE'. Edited by S.T. Joshi (Necronomicon Press, U.S.. 1979) ..£6-£8 

THE H.P. LOVECRAFT CHRISTMAS BOOK, Edited by Susan Michaud (paper wrappers) 

(Necronomicon Press. U.S., 1984)........... £6-£8 

ditto. Revised and Expanded Edition (paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1991)........ £6-£B 

IN DEFENCE OF DAGON. Edited by ST, Joshi (paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1965) . £6-£fl 
UNCOLLECTED LETTERS. Edited by S.T. Joshi (paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1986)E8-E10 
COMMONPLACE BOOK, Edited by David E. Schultz (two volumes; paper wrappers) 

(Necronomicon Press. U,S., 1987) .........the set E10-E15 

YR OBT SERVT. Edited by R. Alain Everts (limited to 200 copies; paper wrappers) 

(The Strange Company, U.S., 1988) .... £20-£25 

EUROPEAN GLIMPSES, Edited by S.T, Joshi (paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1988) ., £6-£8 

THE VIVISECTOR. Edited by S.T. Joshi (paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S,, 1990) .E6-E8 

LETTERS TO HENRY KUTTNER. Edited by David E. Schultz and S.T. Joshi (paper wrappers) 

(Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1990}_____________ £8-E1Q 

THE CONSERVATIVE. Edited by S.T. Joshi (paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1990) .... £6-£S 
LETTERS TO RICHARD F, SEARIGHT. Edited by David E. Schultz and S.T. Josh! 

(paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1992)....... £6-£8 

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL WRITINGS. Edited by S.T. Joshi (paper wrappers) 

(Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1992),.........£0-£1Q 

LETTERS TO ROBERT BLOCH. Edited by David E. Schultz and SX Joshi (paper wrappers) 

(Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1993).«... £8-£l0 

LETTERS TO ROBERT BLOCH SUPPLEMENT Edited by David E. Schultz and S.T Joshi 

(paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U,$„ 1993) ........ E6-E8 

H.P. LOVECRAFT IN THE ARGOSY'. Edited by ST. Joshi (paper wrappers) 

(Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1994}............ £6-£8 

THE H.P. LOVECRAFT DREAM BOOK. Edited by S.T. Joshi, Will Murray and David E. Schultz 

(paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1994) _ ............ *..................E10-E12 

LETTER TO SAMUEL LOVEMAN AND VINCENT STARRETT. Edited by S.T. Josh! 

and David E. Schultz (paper wrappers) (Necronomicon Press, U.S., 1994) .. £6-£3 

MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS. Edited by S.T, Joshi (Arkham House, U.S., 1995).. In print £20 

LORD OF A VISIBLE WORLD. Edited by SX Joshi and David E. Schultz (simultaneous 
hard- and paperback editions) (Ohio University Press, U.S., June 2000)_ ..... In print $ 49 . 95 / 524.95 
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CRISPIN JACKSON PROFILES THE AUTHOR OF 
A CLOCKWORK ORANGE’ 


T he relationship between literature and 
music is worth exploring. Graham 
Greene notoriously had next to no 
interest in music (although he did once 
admit to a liking for Mahler). Bernard Shaw 
in contrast was a passionate muso, number¬ 
ing many composers and musicians amongst 
his friends, notably Sir Edward Elgar. 

But few authors have loved music as much 
as Anthony Burgess (1917-93). Music was 
central to his life from his earliest years in 
Manchester. His father was a pub pianist (the 
inspiration for Anthony's 1986 novel, The 
Pianoplayers), and the young Burgess would 
dearly loved to have studied music at 
university, and might have done so had it not 
been for the war. 

COMPOSITIONS 

As it was, he still managed to produce a 
number of substantial compositions, including 
a musical version of Joyce's Ulysses. The most 
fulfilling moment of his creative life was the 
1975 premiere in America of his Third 
Symphony, and it is questionable whether he 
would have written a word of fiction had his 
musical ambitions been fulfilled. 

Music plays a central part in many of his 
novels, most famously in Napoleon Symphony 
(1974), the structure of which is based on 
Beethoven's 'Eroica' Symphony. This musical 
affinity was also apparent in Burgess's love of 
language. Few writers were more besotted 
with, and knowledgeable about, the English 
language, and he was constantly bewailing 
what he saw as the debasement of our native 
tongue. George Orwell believed that you 
should never use a long word if a short one 
would do. Anthony Burgess thought quite the 
opposite. Amongst his heroes was Sir James 



Murray (1837-1915), the first editor of the 
Oxford English Dictionary, and I well remember 
Burgess's ecstatic review of the 'new' edition 
of this monumental work. 

Burgess was always interested in 
experimenting with language, and even 
created a new tongue for Quest for Fire f a film 
about our early ancestors. But by far his best- 
known work in this field — indeed, the 
best-known of all his works — is his 1962 
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novel, A Clockwork Orange , the notorious film 
of which — directed by Stanley Kubrick — 
has just been re-released after a lengthy ban. 

The book is set in the early Seventies and 
is narrated by Alex, a teenage delinquent who 
falls foul of the law and is submitted to a 
dehumanising 'cure' by which he is forced to 
watch violent films while under the influence 
of a nauseating drug. He returns to the streets, 
where he is abused and exploited by various 
parties, until the cure begins to wear off. 
Eventually, he succumbs to the most potent 
corrective of all — growing up. 

JADED 

The book presents a somewhat jaded view 
of modem society, and takes a shot at all the 
usual suspects — politicians, nutty doctors 
with Eastern European names, newspapers — 
but its most striking feature is the language 
which Alex uses {'nadsat'). This is best 
summed up by one of the doctors who affects 
his cure: "Odd bits of old rhyming slang ... A 
bit of gypsy talk . . . But most of the roots are 
Slav." Burgess was writing at the height of the 
Cold War, and he speculated that Alex and 
his cronies (or "droogs", as he calls them) 
might be vulnerable to Russian propaganda 
— "subliminal penetration," in the words of 
one of Alex's 'therapists'. Dr Branom. 

As a prophecy, this has proved to be 
somewhat wide of the mark, but Burgess never 
intended these 'Russianisms' to be prophetic. 
He realised that street slang goes out of fashion 
all too quickly, and that if he had used current 
jargon it would have been obsolete by the 
time the book reached the shops. And nothing 
is as stale as yesterday's buzzwords . *. 

This technique has proved to be very 
successful, and the book has hardly dated at 
all. In fact, it's hard to believe that it was 
written nearly forty years ago. Indeed, far from 
borrowing off youth culture, Burgess has 
actually influenced it. The book, and 
particularly Kubrick's film, are firmly 
established in the canon of British popular 
culture, and a successful group (Heaven 17) 
have even taken their name (with slight 
modifications) from one of Burgess's invented 
teeny-bands. (Thankfully, there is no sign yet 
of a real 'Johnny Zhivago'.) 


time for afiger 

ANTHONY BURGESS 



Burgess's first novel , Time for a Tiger (1956), now 
sells for upwards of £400 in its pictorial dust jacket. 


A Clockwork Orange is a 'musical' work in 
the way that it explores language, but there 
are more explicit — and darker — references 
to the medium. The juke-boxes at the 'droogs' 
favourite meeting places — the Korova 
Milkbar and the Duke of New York pub — 
are always droning out trash by the likes of 
Ned Achitoma and Ike Yard, but Alex likes 
something a bit harder: nothing less than the 
works of Ludwig van Beethoven, and 
especially the Choral Symphony ("the lovely 
Ninth"). 

POWER 


He doesn't turn to Beethoven for solace or 
relaxation. Quite the opposite, in fact: "Music 
always sort of sharpened me up, O my 
brothers, and made me feel like old Bog [God] 
himself, ready to make with the old donner 
and blitzen and have vecks and ptitsas 
creeching away in my ha ha power," 
Worryingly, his so-called betters are no more 
profound in their appreciation of music. 
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Tiiis exceptional copy of A Clockwork Orange sold 
for a very impressive £1,495 at Sotheby's last July. 


"It's a useful emotional heightened" says one 
of the doctors in charge of his cure, "that's all 
I know." 

This stills seems like the most shocking 
aspect of the book. Beethoven is the great 
figure in European music — its greatest revo¬ 
lutionary, both aesthetically and politically. 
And yet to these two very different citizens of 
late twentieth-century Britain, he is little more 
than a drug — and a dangerous one at that. 
Music can have an overwhelming effect on 
people, especially a mass of people. Burgess's 
theory seems to be that this effect need not 
necessarily be positive, even when the music 
is that of the immortal Ludwig van. 

This is probably the most original, as well 
as the most shocking, aspect of the work. Its 
moral debate is more familiar, and centres on 
the question of freewill. In Brave New World, 
Aldous Huxley posed the question: which of 
us would choose guaranteed happiness at the 
cost of our individuality? Burgess takes the 
question a bit further and asks: which of us 


would choose our own happiness at the cost 
of another person's individuality? Is it right to 
distort someone's personality by force if that 
personality is destructive? 

The question is asked by Alex's prison 
chaplain: "What does God want?" he asks. 
"Does God want goodness or the choice of 
goodness? Is a man who chooses the bad 
perhaps in some way better than a man who 
has the good imposed upon him?" It is 
answered by F. Alexander, a writer who 
befriends Alex after his cure, without realising 
that his new charge was responsible for the 
death of his wife: "The essential intention is 
the sin. A man who cannot choose ceases to 
be a man." 

GOD 

Alex has no doubt that the individual 
comes first: "But, brothers, this biting of their 
toe-nails over what is the cause of badness is 
what turns me into a fine laughing malchick. 
They don't go into the cause of goodness, so 
why the other shop? If lewdies are good that's 
because they like it, and I wouldn't ever 
interfere with their pleasures, and so of the 
other shop. And 1 was patronizing the other 
shop. More, badness is of the self, the one, 
the you or me on our oddy knockies, and 
that self is made by old Bog or God and is his 
great pride and radosty. But the not-self cannot 
have the bad, meaning they of the government 
and the judges and the schools cannot allow 
the bad because they cannot allow the self. 
And is not our modern history, my brothers, 
the story of brave malenky selves fighting 
these big machines? I am serious with you, 
brothers, over this. But what I do I do because 
I like to do." 

Burgess agrees with Alex, and F. 
Alexander, that freewill is paramount, 
although the somewhat sugary ending — with 
his hero longing for a wife and kids (and 
developing a taste for Lieder) — suggests that 
he believed that time affects its own cure on 
the likes of Alex. Either way, his respect for 
the rights of Alex and his tribe is remarkable 
in view of the fact that the book was largely 
inspired by an incident in which Burgess's 
pregnant wife was beaten up by a group of 
youths (although they were American GIs, 



© Warner Bros 



not home-grown delinquents), resulting in her 
suffering a miscarriage and probably 
shortening her life. 

The "moral' aspect of A Clockwork Orange 
blew up badly following the release of Stanley 
Kubrick's film in 1971. The book had stirred 
up a certain amount of controversy when it 
appeared in 1962 — the TLS dismissed it as a 
"nasty little shocker" — but this largely 
centred around its supposed unreadability. But 
the film caused a storm, many critics 
considering that it actually incited the sort of 
violence which the book set out to condemn. 
When a tiny minority of football fans began to 
adopt the costume of Alex (played by Malcolm 
McDowell) and his droogs, Kubrick decided 
that enough was enough and voluntarily 
withdrew the film from distribution in Britain. 
His death last year has given Warner Bros the 
opportunity to re-release it, and they are 
expecting a big success, preparing around 300 
prints. I suspect that they will need them. 

The scandal surrounding the film has done 
neither Burgess nor Kubrick any favours, 
although it has undoubtedly given an air of 
notoriety to what is, in truth, a rather dull 


piece of cinema. The fact is that 
the film's influence was largely 
aesthetic. In the book, Alex and 
his droogs don masks (or 
"maskies") before going out on 
the prowl: "They were like faces 
of historical personalities ... I 
had Disraeli, Pete had Elvis 
Presley, Georgie had Henry VIII 
and poor old Dim had a poet 
veck called Peebee Shelley." 
Otherwise their most distinctive 
bit of kit is their footwear (or 
"nogawear", as Alex would call 
it); "But it was always the same 
on the old nogas — real 
horrorshow big boots for kicking 
litsos in 

DISTINCTIVE 

However, in the film, the 
droogs are given a much more 
distinctive uniform; Venetian- 
style masks with extended noses, 
and the obligatory "real 
horrorshow big boots", but also white boiler 
suits, bowler hats and — most famously — 
heavily maskara-ed lashes around the right 
eye. The best-known still from the film — 
'borrowed' for the cover of the old Penguin 
edition of the book — is a close-up of Malcolm 
McDowell, holding up a glass of (drug-laced) 
milk and staring malevolently through his 
painted eye, and this has become one of the 
classic images of the early Seventies, as have 
the film's poster and the aforementioned 
Penguin edition of the book. Kubrick's film 
turned a morally serious, aesthetically 
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The new Penguin edition of A Clockwork Orange 
features striking artwork from the original pirn poster. 


interesting novel into a slick piece of pop art. 
No wonder Burgess came to loathe it 

There have been other attempts to adapt 
the novel, including Burgess's own 'Play with 
Music' version of 1987. This was the basis for 
the Royal Shakespeare Company's only partly 
successful production of 1990, with music 
provided by The Edge, guitarist of U2. (I 
wonder what Burgess thought of them?) I 
remember the great furore that surrounded 
the premiere of this production, which starred 
Phil 'Quadrophenia' Daniels as Alex, and the 
comparative indifference that it inspired 
amongst London's playgoing public. Five or 
so years ago, I saw a straight adaptation at 
Chicago's famed Steppenwolf Theatre, and 
this worked well 

The irony is that the controversy 
surrounding the film, and its consequent 


'banning' by its own creator, has given both 
the movie and the book a mystique which — 
much to his regret — has elevated the latter to 
the top of Burgess's long and distinguished 
list of works. The question is: will this 
mystique survive the re-release of the movie? 
I suspect that the answer is 'yes', but that 
the film's reputation will probably suffer 
from losing its 'underground' status (although 
just about everyone I know between the ages 
of eighteen and 35 has seen it, either on a 
dodgy video or whilst on holiday in France or 

Italy) ‘ VALUABLE 

Either way, A Clockwork Orange is now the 
most valuable of all Burgess's first editions. 
When we last featured Burgess in October 
1990 (BMC 79), we valued the book at £300+. 
With Burgess's death in November 1993, prices 
underwent a marked but not spectacular 
increase, with a jacketed copy ("half-inch tear 



Burgess's 2973 novel, MF, is highly rated by some 
aficionados. The first edition (above) sells for up to £30. 
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at head", otherwise Very Good) selling for 
£517 at Bloomsbury Book Auctions on 22nd 
June 1995. Two years later, Woolley & Wallis 
of Salisbury sold another copy with a slightly 
chipped and scarred dustjacket for an identical 
amount. But last July, Sotheby's sold a Fine 
copy for an impressive £1,495 — an indication 
of the considerable premium that collectors 
will pay for exceptional copies of 'highspof 
modern firsts. 

Related collectables include the 1987 
Hutchinson edition of Burgess's stage 
adaptation, a Lorrimer 'book of the film' ( Stanley 
Kubrick's 'A Clockwork Orange ') and The 
Clockwork Testament (1974), the third volume of 
the 'Enderby Trilogy', in which Burgess used 
his alter ego to vent his frustrations over the 
Kubrick debacle. 1 have already mentioned the 
'classic' Seventies/Eighties Penguin edition of 
A Clockwork Orange , but I should also draw 
attention to the 'Penguin Modern Classics' 
edition of 1996, which features an excellent 
introduction by Blake Morrison. The new tie-in 
edition features artwork from the film poster, 
but omits Morrison's foreword, despite selling 
for the same price (£5.99). The first paperback 
edition of the book was actually published by 
Pan in 1964. 

Among the other collectors' highlights of 
Burgess's bibliography are his first three 
novels — Time for a Tiger (1956), The Enemy in 
the Blanket (1958) and Beds in the East (1959), 
collectively known as The Malayan Trilogy' 



Earthly Powers (1980) is widely considered to be 
Burgess's masterpiece. This is the Penguin edition. 


or The Long Day Wanes — and his suppressed 
1961 novel. The Worm and the Ring . At the 
Woolley & Wallis sale mentioned above, a 
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THE BEANO COMIC NOS. 4 AND 5: £885 EACH - 
OUH DECEMBER CATALOGUE 08K SOLD! i 

Comic Book Postal Auctions get consistently high prices for British comics and annuals from 1930s-60s, 

UK & Australian Sixpenny reprints, American 10c and 12c comics (pre-1970s) f artwork and toys. 

Have fun selling through our world-wide catalogues and get 80 per cent of auction prices. 

Give Malcolm a call on 0207-424 0007, or just drop us a line. 



Email: comicbaok@compuserve.com Website: http://www.compalcomics.com 
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Burgess wrote several excellent non-fiction works, 
including this survey of the modern English novel. 


Novels 

The Best in English since 1939 
A Personal Choice by 


ALLISON t BUSBY 


copy of the latter sold for £286, while a copy 
of Time for a Tiger fetched £460 at the 22nd 
June 1995 BBA auction. 

There were three Burgess lots at the Peter 
Apap Bologna sale at Christie's South 
Kensington (5th November 1999; see BMC 
190), all of which went very cheaply. The first 
(Lot 73) comprised jacketed copies of The 


Enemy in the Blanket ("very nice") and Beds in 
the East ("dustjacket a trifle dusty, else Very 
Good"), and sold for only £207. The second 
(Lot 74) included a signed copy of Burgess's 
fifth novel. The Right to an Answer (1960), plus 
Devil of a State (1961; "dustjacket a little soiled, 
else Very Good") and The Worm and the Ring 
("a little light foxing, short closed tear to 
dustjacket lower panel, else a very nice copy"), 
which went for £184 — a bargain. The final lot 
(75) comprised twenty later firsts, five of them 
signed, and this fetched £437. 

From a purely literary viewpoint, one book 
stands alongside A Clockwork Orange as 
Burgess's masterpiece: his epic 1980 novel, 
Earthly Powers. This magnificent work 
chronicles the highs and lows of the twentieth 
century through the experiences of a well- 
connected gay novelist, and is peppered with 
real-life characters (including a mournful 
Henry James bewailing the failure of his play, 
Guy Domville). It was unlucky to lose out to 
William Golding's Rites of Passage for the 1980 
Booker Prize, but it launched Burgess into the 
major league and established him as the 'grand 
old man of British letters'. In the final years of 
his life, he turned out a prodigious spate of 
reviews and journalism, and regularly 
appeared on television to give his opinion on 
everything from Graham Greene (whom he 
did not rate highly) to school curricula (he 
thought that every child should read Nineteen 
Eighty-Four, as indeed they should). 

By his own admission, Burgess wrote too 
much, and his work is very uneven. At times, 
what purported to be experimentation seemed 
liked mere sloppiness, as if he could not be 
bothered to focus his great intelligence on the 
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primary duty of the novelist: to produce 
convincing characters. Much of his writing is 
too didactic and formless, notably in the 
fantasy, Mozart and the Wolf Gang (1991), 
written to commemorate the bicentenary of 
the composer's death. Some people rate his 
final prose novel, A Dead Man in Deptford 
(1993) — again written in tribute: this time to 
mark the 400th anniversary of the death of 
Marlowe — but, as with the Shakespeare 
novel, Nothing Like the Sun (1964), the pastiche 
'olde Englishe' is hard going. These later 
works can be bought quite cheaply, and you 
shouldn't have to pay more than £30 even for 
a Fine first of Earthly Powers , in its hideous 
sunset dustjacket (The Penguin paperback is 
much more fetching, with its Bill Sanderson 
cover illustration.) 

Burgess will be remembered for A 
Clockwork Orange and Earthly Powers , and also 
for the three novels that make up The 
Malayan Trilogy'. The Enderby Trilogy' is 
now a 'Penguin Modern Classic', which 


should extend its shelf-life. His 1971 fantasy, 
MF, is highly regarded by aficionados 
(although 1 find it unreadable), as are his two 
volumes of autobiography: Little Wilson and 
Big God (1987) and You've Had Your Time 
(1990). I can recommend his 1985 book about 
D.H. Lawrence, Flame into Being , and Ninety- 
Nine Novels: The Best in English Since 2939* 

As literary legacies go, it's something of a 
mixed bag, and perhaps rather less than we 
might have hoped from such an intelligent 
and learned man. The recent two-part profile 
on BBC2 was pervaded with an air of 
melancholy, as if Burgess himself felt that he 
hadn't fulfilled his potential But we should 
never forget that music was his first love. 
Considering that literature was a second- 
choice career, he made a very good job of it. 


Stanley Kubrick's film of 'A Clockzvork Orange' 
goes on general release from 17th March. 
Penguin have published a new tie-in edition of 
the novel , price £5.99. 


ANTHONY BURGESS UK BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A guide to current values of first editions in Fine condition without/with dustjackets 


HOVELS 

TIME FOR A TIGER (Heinemann, 1956).. ...*..., E35-E50 (E4Q0-E6OO) 

THE ENEMY IN THE BLANKET (Heinemann, 1958)....E20-E30 (£200-£300) 

BEDS IN THE EAST {Helnemann, 19S9) ......._....... ___E15-E20 (E150-E200) 

THE RIGHT TO AN ANSWER (Heinemann, 1960).... E1D-E15 (£100-E150) 

THE DOCTOR IS SICK {Helnemann, 1960).......... £10-£15 (£T00-£150) 

THE WORM AND THE RING (Helnemann, 1961).... E35-E50 (E300-E400) 

DEVIL OF A STATE (Helnemann, 1961)....E8-E10 (E75-E100) 

ONE HAND CLAPPING ( by Joseph Kelt') (Peter Davies, 1961) ...................... E8-E10 (£75-£100) 

A CLOCKWORK ORANGE (Heinemann, 1962)...E10O-E150 (£1,000-EI ,506) 

THE WANTING SEED (Heinemann, 1962)....... . .. ...£B-£1Q (E40-E60) 

HONEY FOR THE BEARS (Heinemann, 1963)..... ..... £8-£10 (£4<F£60) 

INSIDE MR ENDERBY ( by Joseph Kell’) (Heinemann, 1963) .... E10-E15 (£75-£100) 

NOTHING LIKE THE SUN: A Story of Shakespeare s Love-Life (Heinemann, 1964).E6-E8 (E35-E50) 

THE EVE OF SAINT VENUS (Sidgwick & Jackson, 1964).£6-£8 (E35-E50) 

A VISION OF BATTLEMENTS (Sidgwick & Jackson, 1965). £6*£8 (ES5-E50) 

TREMOR OF INTENT (Heinemann, 1966) .. E6-E8 (E30-E4O) 

ENDERBY OUTSIDE (Heinemann, 1966). E6-EB (E30-E40) 

MF (Cape, 1971)...... £6-£6 (£20-£30) 

NAPOLEON SYMPHONY (Cape, 1974). E6-E8 (E20-E30) 

THE CLOCKWORK TESTAMENT; or, Enderby's End (Hart-Davis MaeGibbon, 1974).£6-£8 (E20-E30) 

BEARD'S ROMAN WOMEN (Hutchinson. 1977).......£6-£8 (£20-£30) 

ABBA ABBA (Faber, 1977) .......E6-E8 (E15-E20) 

1985 (Hutchinson, 1978)......... E6-E8 (E15-E20) 

EARTHLY POWERS (Hutchinson, 1980) ..... E6-E8 (E2Q-E30) 

MAN OF NAZARETH (Magnum, 1980).... £4*£6 (E1CFE15) 

THE END OF THE WORLD NEWS (Hutchinson, 1982)......E6-E8 (E15-E20) 


Bibliography continued overleaf 
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ANTHONY BURGESS bibliography continued from previous page 


ENDERBY'S DARK LADY (Hutchinson, 1954)...,, £6-£8 (£15-£20) 

THE KINGDOM OF THE WICKED (Hutchinson, 1905).....£6-£8 <£15-E20) 

THE PIANO PLAYERS (Hutchinson, 1986)........£4-£6 <£10-£15) 

ANY OLD IRON (Hutchinson, 1989)...........*...£4-£6 (£IS-£20) 

THE DEVIL'S MODE (short stories) (Hutchinson, 1989) ....£4-£6 (£10-£15) 

MOZART AND THE WOLF GANG (Hutchinson, 1991)........E4-E6 <£1(N£15) 

A DEAD MAN IN DEPTFORD (Hutchinson, 1993).....£4-£6 (£10-£15) 

BYRNE (verse novel) (Hutchinson, 1995) ......£4-£6 (Et0-£15) 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

LITTLE WILSON AND BIG GOD (Heinemann, 1987)_______£8-£l0 (£l5-£20) 

YOU'VE HAD YOUR TIME (Heinemann, 1990) ______£8*£10 (£15*£2Q) 

LITERARY CRITICISM/BIOGRAPHY 

ENGLISH LITERATURE: A SURVEY FOR STUDENTS 

(‘by John Burgess Wilson') (Longmans Green, 1958)....... £10-£15 (E75-E100) 

THE NOVEL TODAY: A Student's Guide to Contemporary Fiction (wrappers) 

(Longmans Green, 1963)......... E2G-E30 

LANGUAGE MADE PLAIN (English University Press, 1964)...... E8-E10 (E20-E30) 

HERE COMES EVERYBODY: An Introduction to James Joyce 

for the Ordinary Reader (Faber, 1965). £10-£15 (£40-£60) 

THE NOVEL NOW (Faber, 1967). E8-E10 (E20-E30) 

URGENT COPY: LITERARY STUDIES (Cape, 1968).. E8-E10 (£20-£30) 

SHAKESPEARE (Cape, 1970).,......£8*£10 (£20*£30) 

JOYSPRICK: An Introduction to the Language of James Joyce (Deutsch, 1973) _ .... E8-E10 (E20-E30) 

ERNEST HEMINGWAY AND HIS WORLD (Thames & Hudson, 1978)_ £4-£6 (£10-£15) 

NINETY-NINE NOVELS: THE BEST IN ENGLISH SINCE 1939 (Allison & Busby, 1984) _£4*£6 (E10-E15) 

FLAME INTO BEING: THE LIFE AND WORKS OF D.H. LAWRENCE (Heinemann, 1985) .... E4-E6 (E10-E15) 
A MOUTHFUL OF AIR (essays) (Hutchinson, 1992)....E4-E6 (E10-E15) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

A SHORTER ‘FINNEGAN'S WAKE 1 . Edited by Anthony Burgess (Faber, 1966) ..... _E15-E20 (E60-E80) 

A LONG TRIP TO TEATIME (children's) (Dempsey & Squires, 1976).EE4-E6 (E10-E15) 

MOSES: A NARRATIVE (verse) (Dempsey & Squires, 1976).... E4-E6 (£10-E15} 

NEW YORK (Time-Life Books, 1977) ............E10-E15 

THE LAND WHERE ICE-CREAM GROWS (children's) (Benn, 1979)...E4-E6 (E10-E15) 

THIS MAN AND MUSIC (Hutchinson, 1982) ......E4-E6 (£10-E15) 

ON GOING TO BED. Edited by Anthony Burgess (Deutsch, 1982)..... £4*£6 (E10-E15) 

HOMAGE TO QWERT YUIOP (essays) (Hutchinson, 1985)..... E4-E6 (E10-E15) 

OBERON OLD AND NEW (libretto) (Hutchinson, 1985)..... E4-E6 (E10-E15) 

CARMEN (libretto) (Hutchinson, 1986)......... E4-E6 (E10-E15) 

BLOOMS OF DUBLIN (play) (Hutchinson, 1986) .......E4-E6 (E1D-E15) 

A CLOCKWORK ORANGE: A Play with Music (Hutchinson, 1987).... E4-E6 (E10-E15) 

FURTHER READING 

Kubrick, Stanley: STANLEY KUBRICK'S 'CLOCKWORK ORANGE'. Based on the Novel 
by Anthony Burgess (screenplay; paperback) (Lorrimer Publishing, 1972).... E10-E15 
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Crime Writer 

JOHN 

HARVEY 


AUTHOR OF 
THE ‘RESNICK’ SERIES 

BY DAVID HOWARD 


can still be found for £75-£100, Moreover, the 
remaining nine novels in the series can 
be bought for £150 the lot, which means that 
collectors can acquire a complete set of one 
of the most accomplished crime series for 
around £250, 

Bom in London on 21st December 1938, 
John Harvey was educated at Goldsmiths' 
College followed by the University of London 
and Hatfield Polytechnic, He then took a 
Masters degree in American Studies at the 
University of Nottingham, which initiated 
Harvey's long association with the city and 
its university. (He taught film and literature 
there as a part-time lecturer in the early 
Eighties.) 

Before that, Harvey worked as a teacher of 
English and drama at various secondary 
schools until he retired from full-time 
teaching in 1975, although he subsequently 
continued as a regular tutor on residential 
courses run by the Arvon Foundation. 


J ournalists like epithets. The 
queen of crime fiction' or 
'the king of the whodunnit' 
are much-used labels, often 
pinned to more than one author 
at a time. But there is only one 
novelist who is referred to as 
'the main man of British crime' 

— John Harvey. Recently 
completed, Harvey's 'Resnick' series of 
police procedurals is a major landmark 
in British crime fiction. Fusing an 
American style heavily influenced by Elmore 
Leonard with an urban British setting, 
Harvey has created a series that has 
consistently pushed against the barriers, 
depicting both the caring side of police work 
and the hidebound prejudice that exists 
within the force. 


UNDERVALUED 


For collectors, there is still a good 
opportunity to acquire the complete 'Resnick' 
series for reasonable outlay. In my opinion, 
John Harvey is greatly undervalued when 
compared to other modem crime novelists. 
The writer who is nearest in style and content 
to Harvey is probably Ian Rankin, whose first 
novel. Knots and Crosses, now fetches over £500 
in Fine condition. Compare that with the first 
'Resnick' novel. Lonely Hearts (1989), which 
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Harvey's decision to quit teaching was 
motivated by a strong desire to write, A year 
later, he was in print with a series of long 
forgotten crime novels based in London's 
Covent Garden, featuring a square-jawed hero 
called Scott Mitchell, whose character Harvey 
was later to describe as "stranded awkwardly 
over the mid-Atlantic". These were inspired 
by the first four 'Spenser' novels by American 
author, Robert Parker, and also by the Hazel!' 
novels written by Terry Venables and Gordon 
Williams under the 'P.B. Yuill' pen-name — 
although their chief inspiration was the 
classic Raymond Chandler stories that Harvey 
had devoured in the green Penguin editions 
as a schoolboy. 

WESTERNS 

Many collectors don't know that these 
'Scott Mitchell' novels exist. And not just 
collectors — I've lost track of the number of 
times I've seen Harvey's Lonely Hearts (1989) 
catalogued as "the author's first book". 
Incredibly, it is about his eightieth. In the 
mid-1970s, Harvey forged a career for 
himself as a successful writer of paperback 
fiction, which began with the 'Scott Mitchell' 
series and ended with a string of westerns 
which he produced with the speed of a 
Gatling gun. 

Most of these were written under 
pseudonyms such as 'John J. McLaglen', 
'WilliamS. Brad/, 'J.D. Sandon', 'L.J. Coburn', 
'J.B. Dancer' and 'William M. James', but 
Harvey did write a western series featuring a 
character called 'Hart the Regulator^ under 
the name of John B. Harvey. Full details of all 
these titles are listed in the bibliography. 


Next issue 
on sale 
20 April 



IOHNHARVEY 


Lonely Hearts (1989) launched the excellent' Resnick' 
series. The first edition (above) now sells for up to £100. 


Although I shall concentrate on Harvey's 
'Resnick' novels in this feature, this early 
fiction is important in his development as a 
writer. Harvey's early fascination with crime 
fiction is especially interesting, not least 
because, when Harvey re-read the 'Scott 
Mitchell' books years later, he dismissed 
them as "awful" and nearly decided that crime 
fiction wasn't his thing. Certainly the series is 
far removed from the smooth-flowing prose 
of the 'Resnick' books, but many Harvey 
collectors like to have at least a sample of his 
early work on their shelves, and the 'Scott 
Mitchell' paperbacks, all published by Sphere, 
are the logical choice. 

Finding them is another matter. Owing to 
the general confusion surrounding Harvey's 
bibliography, I can't remember ever seeing 
one catalogued, and your best bet would 
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probably be to scan the shelves of charity 
shops. The books' titles are all lifted from the 
Bob Dylan songbook. They are: Amphetamines 
and Pearls, The Geranium Kiss (both 1976), 
junkyard Angel and Neon Madman (both 1977). 
In Oxfam, these are likely to be priced very 
cheaply, but even if a copy was advertised by 
a dealer, it is doubtful that he would ask more 
than £10 for it. 

John Harvey's first association with 
westerns came in 1976 with the 'Herne the 
Hunter' series written under the 'John J. 
McLaglen' byline. By the time Harvey's 
involvement with the genre had finished in 
1983, he had written close to fifty westerns in 
eight different series. (One of these — the 
'Apache' series, written under the name of 
'William M. James' — was only ever 
published in the U.S.) Once again, prices are 
low, and you should be able to secure 
anything from this period for under £5. 

Collectors might also like to look out for 
the first hardback editions of some of 
Harvey's westerns. Although the true 'firsts' 
were all paperbacks, Robert Hale reissued 
many as hardbacks a year or two after first 
publication. 

John Harvey is also a poet of some note, 
earning fine reviews from both fellow poets 
and critics alike. Although his work has 
appeared in many literary journals, he has 
also published six pamphlets, the first of 
which, Provence (1978) and The Old Postcard 
Trick (1985), were issued in collectable limited 
editions (see bibliography for details). In 
addition, collectors might like to seek out 
Harvey's two paperback poetry collections, 
Ghosts of a Chance (1992) and Shier Than This 
(1998). Many of the poems in the latter are 
inspired by Harvey's love of jazz, art and 
photography. 

Before I move on to the 'Resnick' novels, I 
should give a word of warning about a number 
of books that have been confusing John 
Harvey collectors for years. The following 
titles are by John Harvey, but not the John 
Harvey: The Plate (1979), Coup D'Etat (1985), 
Legend of Captain Space (1990) and a 1970 
non-fiction work, Victorian Novelists and Their 
Illustrators, I know of several collectors who 
have bought these books in the mistaken 


belief that they are by the creator of Charlie 
Resnick. 

John Harvey's inspiration for the 'Resnick' 
novels grew out of his love of American 
crime fiction, and for Ed McBain, Joseph 
Wambaugh, Elmore Leonard and Ross 
Thomas in particular. Their character-driven 
work, crackling with wit and sharp dialogue, 
managed to create a tremendous sense of 
place without resorting to the lengthy 
descriptions characteristic of much British 
crime writing. Harvey wanted to weld these 
American influences to the milieu of a British 
police station, but also to marry some of the 
techniques which he had observed in the 
innovative U.S. crime series, Hill Street Blues. 

SLICK 

In the late Eighties, Harvey had himself 
written two Nottingham-based drama series 
for Central TV called Hard Cases , in which he 
had utilised multi-strand narratives, constant 
scene changes, fast-paced storytelling and slick 
off-the-wall humour. When he began to piece 
together the 'Resnick' novels, it was natural 
for him to choose Nottingham again as the 
home of his detective. 

The character of Resnick was more 
difficult to envisage. 

John Harvey wanted someone who was 
different from the norm. Other writers 
tended to create characters who were little 
more than the sum of their idiosyncraeies. 
Harvey already had a physical sense of 
Resnick. He saw him as big and bulky, 
wearing a tatty raincoat — "a bit like Jim 
Rockford who went to Colombo's tailor". 
When he hit on the idea of making him Polish, 
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his character realty began to take shape. 
He would then be a man torn between two 
cultures. "I could lay all his oddities at the 
door of his Polishness/' he says, and he could 
even reflect the duality of his character in his 
name — Charlie Resnick. 

Not all of these ideas were Harvey's own. 
In interviews, he is quick to acknowledge the 
influence of fellow writer, Dulan Barber, 
whom he met at an Arvon Course. Sadly, 
Barber died before the first novel in the series 
was published, and Harvey dedicated the book 
to his friend and colleague. 

To make Resnick a convincing policeman 
was another problem, which Harvey only 


solved with the help of two retired detective 
superintendents. They guided Harvey through 
the realities of police work. "I was keen that it 
was more convincing than something like 
Morse/ 1 he explains, "partly to make sure that 
if a serving policeman read it he wouldn't 
think, 'This is stupid'/' 

FAMILIAR 

Harvey succeeded quite brilliantly in all 
these objectives. In Lonely Hearts (1989), Charlie 
Resnick leaps on to the page fully formed, 
and his 'patch' is obviously as familiar to 
Harvey as his own back garden. We join 
Resnick in bed, and he's not alone: "It was 
several moments before Resnick 
realised one of the cats was sitting 
on his head." Radio 4 is on in the 
background, and with three more 
cats waiting for food, Resnick 
blearily pads to the bathroom, 
where he finds that "he was the 
usual eight pounds over on the 
scales". In just a few paragraphs, 
Harvey gives us enough snapshots 
of his creation for a picture to form 
in our minds. 

A page later, his superintendent 
greets him with "You ought to get 
married again Charlie", which 
prompts the reply: "I'm still waiting 
for the first time, sir." However, 
fifteen pages later, Harvey reveals 
that this is a fiction. Resnick is 
bewildered that he should lie so 
easily. "His marriage had neither 
been so bad that he had stricken it 
from his memory, nor so lacking in 
incident that he would have truly 
forgotten." Here we find the true 
cause of Resnick's melancholy — a 
marriage that had foundered five 
years earlier on a disagreement 
about children. "Each year of their 
marriage he had decorated that 
small room at the back of their own 
bedroom in the hope that one day 
she might walk into it with a glow 
in her eyes and announce that she 
was pregnant." However, his wife, 
Elaine, had other priorities: "Her 


Cutting Edge (1991) is the third novel in the series , The dust jacket 
includes references to two of Resnick's great loves: cats and jazz . 
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horizons, she felt, were being limited, 
foreshortened/' 

In the next two novels in the series, Rough 
Treatment (1990) and Cutting Edge (1991), 
Harvey reveals that Elaine had an affair 
with an estate agent, carried on at properties 
which he was selling. The broken relationship 
is referred to in all the novels and is 
instructive in understanding Resnick's 
complex character. 

In Cutting Edge t Elaine turns up 
unannounced at the Polish Club where 
fellow emigre, Marian Witczak, another 
constant in the series, is dancing with Resnick. 
"Got to hand it to you, Marian/' says Elaine, 
"the way you've prised him out of his shell." 
However, the relationship between Marian 
and Resnick is platonic, although she is an 
attractive woman. Marian's most important 


role in the series comes in Lonely Hearts , 
when she joins a match-making bureau and 
unwittingly forms a relationship with a 
murderer. In a dramatic denouement. Resnick 
comes to her rescue, and the murderer is 
eventually killed in Resnick's own house, in 
the nursery he has annually redecorated in 
the hope of hearing it filled with children's 
voices. 

Lonely Hearts also contains probably the 
most poignant moment in the whole series, 
when Resnick — in his nursery with Rachel 
Chaplin, a social worker who has become his 
lover — suddenly begins to cry for "the 
children". "Which children?" she asks. "All of 
them." 

By any standards, Lonely Hearts is an 
astonishing series debut, packed with 
intriguing and neatly drawn individuals. The 
previously mentioned Rachel Chaplin is a case 
in point The dialogue on her first meeting 



WASTED 
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Wasted Years is the most ambitious book in the series , 
hi eluding flashbacks to Resnick's early days on the beat. 
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Torn Wilkinson played Charlie Resnick in the 1392 BBC TV series , 


with Resnick is sharp and funny, and simply 
brilliant at establishing her character. 

For collectors, Lonel}/ Hearts is by far the 
most difficult 'Resnick 1 title to find. Issued 
in blue cloth with black spine lettering, all 
first editions have a printed key of ten 
descending numbers on the copyright page 
— '10987654321'. Any less than ten 
numbers and it's a reprint. The same applies 
for all the Viking titles (the first five) in the 
series. From the sixth book. Cold Light (1994), 
Heinemann became Harvey's publisher, 
and they used a similar system, with the 
important difference that the odd and 
even numbers are separated in their number 
code (i,e, T 35791086 4 20. 


As previously mentioned. 
Lonely Hearts currently fetches 
up to £100 in Fine condition 
with the dustjacket. The latter 
features six photographs 
showing scenes from the novel, 
superimposed against a map of 
Nottingham. 

Though John Harvey had 
originally considered Lonely 
Hearts to be a stand-alone 
novel, critical reaction was 
so favourable that he now 
considered the possibility of 
writing another 'Resnick' book. 
Sure enough, Charlie Resnick 
made a welcome return one 
year later in Rough Treatment. 

The story begins with an 
intriguing burglary at the home 
of bored housewife, Maria Roy. 
She leads them to the safe 
where they steal a kilo of cocaine that her 
husband, a failed film director, had been 
storing for someone else. When one of the 
robbers rings Maria offering to sell the 
cocaine back, she meets him in secret and the 
plot is thickened when they begin an affair. 

SUSPICIOUS 

Resnick solves the investigation more by 
hunch than anything else, when one of the 
burglars, Grabianski, another Pole, becomes 
involved in a restaurant fight and Resnick's 
suspicions are aroused in the ensuing 
interview. 

This was another fine novel, easily as 
accomplished as its predecessor, although 
thankfully it is far easier to find, hence the 
current valuation of £20-£3Q for Fine copies. 

The third book, Cwffing Edge (1991), begins 
with Resnick feeling old and tired and 
contemplating retirement, which lay "ahead 
of him like some unwelcome sea". He is also 
mournfully raking over the changes since he 
first became a copper. In his early days on the 
beat, the down-and-outs and homeless used 
to look away when he passed. Now they look 
him in the eye with a threatening stare. 

Resnick is a humane man, and a sub-plot 
in Cutting Edge has him offering shelter to Ed 
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Silver, an alto sax player fallen on hard times. 
Resnick shares his creator's love of jazz, and 
he is rarely at home without jazz playing in 
the background, usually on LPs. The 
music's broken rhythms provide the perfect 
complement to Harvey's staccato prose. 

Certain musicians have underscored 
certain novels. In Lonely Hearts , for example, it 
is Billie Holiday, and in Still Water (1997), 
Milt Jackson. However, Harvey's favourite, 
Thelonious Monk, is the most prevalent choice 
in the series. 

Resnick hasn't seen Ed Silver since he was 
wearing sergeant stripes. A lot of things have 
happened since then, and Silver is quick to 
notice —* "Charlie?" he says. "Didn't you used 
to have a wife?" 

The main plot in Cutting Edge revolves 
around a series of attacks on staff at 
Nottingham's main teaching hospital. Res nick 
is scratching around trying to find a link 
between the victims, but, as ever in the series, 
the breakthrough comes about as a result of 
team effort. 

Resnick's supporting cast is brilliantly 
conceived, and a perfect microcosm of society 
both inside and outside the police force. From 
the homophobe Mark Divine, to Resnick's 
D.S., Graham Millington — "just down from 
Rotherham and still with a little coal dust 
behind the ear" — to the caring Lynn Kellogg, 
they provide the series with glorious touches 
of black humour. As does Resnick's boss, the 
high-flying Superintendent Jack Skelton, who 
is something of a health freak. ("Bugger's 
probably back from a three-mile run already," 
Resnick reflects in Lonely Hearts,) 

However, Skelton's domestic arrange¬ 
ments are a little less settled. An unspecified 
relationship with a WFC called Helen 
Siddens leads to friction with his wife, and a 
fracturing of his relationship with an already 
rebellious daughter, Kate. In Off Minor , Kate 
scours the morning papers over the breakfast 
table looking for the latest police scandal with 
which to taunt her father. Later in the series, 
Kate is charged with possessing drugs — much 
to Skelton's embarrassment. 

Cuffing Edge was issued in black cloth with 
silver lettering, and a predominently red and 
orange patchwork jacket showing a jazz 


musician, one of Resnick's cats, and a surgical 
scalpel. Fine copies are quite easy to find for a 
very reasonable £15-£2.0, Incidentally, a radio 
version of Cutting Edge which Harvey wrote 
in 1996 is notable for featuring a different 
murderer. 

Off Minor (1992) is not only a great name 
for a detective novel but it's also a fair 
description of Resnick's view of humanity, 
and probably his own police colleagues as 
well, because here the long-bubbling feud 
between chalk and cheese Mark Divine and 
Lynne Kellogg threatens to spill over and 
cause major disruption to Resnick's team. The 
fourth novel in the series, it is also one of the 
saddest because in the closing pages one of 
Resnick's colleagues, Patel, is killed on duty. 

For collectors, finding firsts of Off Minor 
can be surprisingly tricky. It was published 
consecutively as a trade paperback, with the 
usual lowering of the initial hardback run. 
Prices are therefore commensurately higher. 



John Harvey rates Cold Light as one of the fvst books 
IK the series, along with Wasted Years and Easy Meat : 
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with Fine copies selling for between £30 and 
£40 complete with their somewhat dull grey 
and red jackets. 

WflStecf Years (1993) is notable for what it 
reveals about Resnick's early police career, the 
narrative moving from 1969 — with P.C 
Resnick newly in town, dealing with football 
hooliganism and living with a landlady who 
"lavished mushy peas, strong tea and what 
passed for common sense on her lodger" — to 
a building society raid in 1992, then to a 
similar crime in 1981, before returning to 1992 
again. 

Wasted Years is probably the most 
ambitious novel in the series, the different time 
frames adding depth to a story which Harvey 
carries off brilliantly. Indeed, Wasted Years is 
one of his personal favourites, alongside Co/d 
Light (1994) and Easy Meat (1996). 

Like its predecessor, it was issued in 
consecutive hard- and trade paperback 



Living Proof (1995) includes a 'guest appearcnice' 
by John Harvey's fellow crime writer, lan Rankin. 


editions, although the hardback print-run 
must have been larger than that for Off Minor 
as bound copies are easier to find, usually 
costing between £15 and £20 in Fine condition 
with the jacket. The latter features another 
predominantly red design incorporating 
scenes from the novel. 

The dustjacket of Wasted Years also carries 
an enthusiastic review from American crime 
writer. Sue Grafton, which reflected Harvey's 
growing popularity across the Atlantic This 
culminated in him being invited on the 
teaching faculty at the Squaw Valley 
Community of Writers Fiction Workshop in 
North California in 1995. The books' appeal 
was by no means confined to Britain and the 
United States, and by the time the series ended 
in 1998 they had been translated into more 
than twelve languages. 

DRAMAS 

The novels also transferred successfully to 
TV in 1992, when Harvey adapted two 
'Resnick' novels. Lonely Hearts and Rough 
Treatment, for the BBC. These were broadcast 
as, respectively, three- and two-part dramas, 
with Tom Wilkinson of Full Monty fame in 
the lead role. The casting was so successful 
that from that point onwards Harvey 
imagined Wilkinson whenever he was 
writing the novels. 

Critical reaction was favourable, and a 
second series was planned. Harvey had 
approached screenwriter, Neville Smith, to 
write the scripts, and they had already begun 
discussing possible Nottingham locations 
when the BBC pulled the plug on the 
project. They had been looking for something 
to rival Central Television's Inspector Morse , 
but the viewing figures for Resnick were 
disappointing and they concluded that the 
series was too "bleak". 

This must have been disappointing for 
Harvey, but the cumulative success of the 
novels continued apace. By the time Cold 
Light (1994) appeared, Harvey had signed a 
more lucrative contract with Heinemann. 
Annoyingly for collectors, this meant the 
books were now published in a larger format, 
effectively ruining their appearance on the 
shelf. 
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The story this time involves the 
disappearance of Housing Department 
employee, Nancy Phelan, and Resnick's 
investigation of chief suspect, Gary James, who 
had been remonstrating with Nancy about 
conditions on his inner-city estate. This is 
typical of the 'realism' of the 'Resnick' novels, 
which offer snapshots of life in the Thatcherite 
Eighties and New Labour Nineties, and also 
reflect how the old police order is changing — 
particularly when a younger, less experienced 
man is promoted above Resnick. 

Cold Light concludes when one of Resnick's 
team, Lynn Kellogg, is kidnapped by a man 
with whom she was contemplating having a 
relationship. Resnick comes to her rescue, but 
the emotional scars remain throughout the 
remainder of the series, and eventually Lynn 
has to consult a police psychiatrist. Copies 
of Cold Light shouldn't cost more than 
£15 even in Fine condition with the 
photographic jacket. 

Cold Light includes a reference to the 
national 'Holmes' computer, proving that 
Harvey was keeping up with technical 
advances in policework. Living Proof (1995) 
also finds Resnick trying to keep in touch with 
modern methods when he attends a police 
conference in Birmingham — "More silver 
epaulettes and high-down phrases than he had 
encountered in one place since Marian Witczak 
had dragged him along to a revival of The 
Merry Widozv at the Theatre Royal." 

THREATENING 

In one strand of the narrative, Resnick 
investigates a series of vicious attacks on men, 
and in a neat nod towards his own profession, 
Harvey has a visiting American novelist 
confronted with threatening letters while 
attending a local crime writers convention — 
which allows him to include fellow authors, 
Ian Rankin, Maxim Jakubowski and Mark 
Timlin in the story. 

All the usual Resnick foibles are present, 
including his support for Notts County, the 
city's less successful football dub — typically 
showing "all the speed and exdtement of plant 
germination" — and his unhealthy diet of 
sandwiches, which grow more bizarre with 
each book. In Lonely Hearts, he begins with a 




THE HEW RESNICK NOVEL 



Last Rites ittfs billed as the last 'Restuck', although 
Harney has hinted that he might return to the character . 


tuna fish, egg mayonaise, pickled gherkin and 
blue cheese creation, and by the close of the 
series he has progressed, if that's the word, to 
marinaded aubergine, sun-dried tomatoes, 
smoked ham, taleggio cheese, dill pickle and 
mustard mayonnaise on rye. One wonders if 
Harvey has tried any of these out himself. 

Living Proof was followed by Easy Meat 
(1996) and the excellent Still Water {1997). 
All can now be bought for £!0-£15 in Fine 
condition with the dustjackets. 

One essential item for all 'Resnick' fans is 
the short story collection. Now's the Time , which 
was issued by Harvey's own Slow Dancer 
Press in 1999. Although the bulk of the 
print-run was paperback, 1,000 copies were 
issued in hardback, of which 400 were signed 
and numbered by Harvey. Published at £16.99, 
these are already selling for up to £25, 
















Although a prolific writer of navels, 
Harvey had shied away from the shorter 
form. It was only when Maxim ]akubowski 
persuaded him to contribute to his 1994 
anthology, London Noir f that Harvey began to 
explore the possibility of writing 'Resnick' 
short stories. He enjoyed the experience so 
much that he used the medium to add flesh to 
characters in the novels. For example, 
Grabianski, the Polish burglar from Roug/i 
Treatment, appears in a story called 'Bird of 
Paradise', while 'Now's the Time' features Ed 
Silver, the jazz musician from Cutting Edge. 


With Last Rites (1998), Harvey 
made a decision to bring the 
curtain down on what was by then 
a ten-book sequence. Although it 
hadn't happened yet, he was 
worried that the series might 
become stale. Some reviewers 
had noted an alarming political 
correctness coming over Charlie of 
late, and he didn't want to follow 
the path of some crime writers 
and continue a series almost on 
auto-pilot. 

last Rites is a fitting coda to the 
series, and finds Resnick more 
embattled than ever. A local 
criminal, given life for killing his 
father, has escaped; drug dealers 
are fighting a bloody turf war on 
his doorstep; there's a whiff of 
corruption in the drug squad; and 
his personal life is in tatters again 
after the collapse of his long¬ 
standing relationship with Hannah 
Campbell. Always taut, Harvey's 
plotting is perhaps at its best in this 
book, and the ending is convincing 
and powerful. Once again, £1CF£15 
should be enough for a Fine copy. 

FATHERHOOD 

Although Last Rites brings to a 
close the 'Resnick' series, Harvey 
is adamant that he will write 
further crime novels. At present, 
he is concentrating on running his 
Slow Dancer Press, writing poetry, 
and enjoying fatherhood mark 0 
with the birth of Mollie in 1998. 

Will Resnick ever walk across 
Nottingham's Old Market Square again? That 
remains to be seen. In recent interviews, 
Harvey has both dismissed the idea and 
mooted the possibility of returning to the 
character in a few years time. Either way, 
there's certainly enough to keep collectors 
interested, and at present the 'Resnick' books 
are a bargain. 


My thanks to John Harvey for his help with this 
feature . 
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JOHN HARVEY UK BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A guide to current values of first editions 
In Fine condition without/with dust jackets. 

CRIME FICTION 

'RESNICK' SERIES 

LONELY HEARTS (novel>(Viklng, 198S).E8-E10 (E7S-E100) 

ROUGH TREATMENT (novel) (Viking, 1990).E3-E5 (E20-E30) 

CUTTING EDGE (novel) (Viking, 1991).E2-E3 (E15-E20) 

OFF MINOR (novel) (Viking, 1992)...E3-ES (E30-E40) 

WASTED YEARS (novel) (Viking, 1993) ...E3-E5 (E20-E30) 

COLD LIGHT (novel) (Heinemann, 1994)..E2-E3 (E10-E15) 

LIVING PROOF (novel) (Heinemann, 1995)...E2-E3 (E10-E15) 

EASY MEAT (novel) (Heinemann, 1996).E2-E3 (E10-E15) 

STILL WATER (novel) (Heinemann. 1997).E2-E3 (E10-E15) 

LAST RITES (novel) (Heinemann, 1998)..E2-E3 (E10-E15) 

NOW'S THE TIME (short stories; paperback) (Slow Dancer Press. 1999).In print E7.99 

ditto. Hardback Edition (limited to 600 copies) (Slow Dancer Press, 1999).E2-E3 (E15-E20) 

ditto. Signed Copies (limited to 400 numbered copies, signed by the author) 

(Slow Dancer Press, 1999).E3-E5 (E20-E25) 

‘SCOTT MITC HELL' SERIES 

AMPHETAMINES AND PEARLS (paperback) (Sphere, 1976).. EB-E10 

THE GERANIUM KISS (paperback) (Sphere, 1976)..EB-E10 

JUNKYARD ANGEL (paperback) (Sphere, 1977).EB-E10 

NEON MADMAN (paperback) (Sphere. 1977) ....EB-E10 

OTHER THRILLERS/CR IME FICTION 

FRAME (paperback) (Magnum. 1979)...E3-E5 

BLIND (paperback) (Magnum, 1981) .......E3-E5 

ENDGAME (as 'James Mann'; paperback) (N.E.L, 1982).E3-E5 

DANCER DRAWS A WILD CARD (Hale. 1965).E2-E3 (E8-E10) 

WESTERN FICTION 

‘HART THE (as John B. Harvey’) 

CHEROKEE OUTLET (paperback) (Pan, 1980).....£3-£5 

BLOOD TRAIL (paperback) (Pan, 1980)... ........... ...£3-£5 

TAGO (paperback) (Pan, 1980) ........... £3-£S 

THE SILVER LIE (paperback) (Pan, 1980) ........ E3-£5 

BLOOD ON THE BORDER (paperback) (Pan, 1981) .............. ....£3-£5 

RIDE THE WIDE COUNTRY (paperback) (Pan, 1981) .......£3*£5 

ARKANSAS BREAKOUT (paperback) (Pan, 1982) ........ £3-£5 

JOHN WESLEY HARDIN (paperback) (Pan, 1982) ...... . . E3-E5 

CALIFORNIA BLOODLINES (paperback) (Pan, 1983)..... E3-E5 

THE SKINNING PLACE (paperback) (Pan, 1983)....... E3-E5 

HE RN E TH E HUHTER SERIES (as John J. McLaglen) 

RIVER OF BLOOD (paperback) (Corgi, 1976).... E3-E5 

SHADOW OF VULTURES (paperback) (Corgi, 1977)....... £3-£5 

DEATH IN GOLD (paperback) (Corgi, 1977)...E3-E5 

CROSS-DRAW (paperback) (Corgi, 1978) ........E3-E5 

VIGILANTE! (paperback) (Corgi, 1979).........£3-£5 

SUN DANCE (paperback) (Corgi, 1980) ........£3-£5 

BILLY THE KID (paperback) (Corgi, 1980)...... £3-£5 

TILL DEATH (paperback) (Corgi, 1980) ....... £3-£5 

DYING WAYS (paperback) (Corgi, 1982) ........ £3-£5 

HEARTS OF GOLD (paperback) (Corgi, 1982)........ £3-£5 

WILD BLOOD (paperback) (Corgi, 1983)..........£3*£5 

Bibliography continued overleaf 
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JOHN HARVEY bibliography continued from previous page 


‘HAWK’ SERIES (as ‘William S. Brady ) 

BLOOD MONEY (paperback)(Fontana, 1979),.......E3-E5 

KILLING TIME (paperback) (Fontana, 1980) ........E3-E5 

BLOOD KIN (paperback) (Fontana, 1980) ......E3-E5 

DESPERADOES (paperback) (Fontana, 1981).....£3-£5 

DEAD MAN’S HAND (paperback) (Fontana, 1981)........£3-£5 

SIERRA GOLD (paperback) (Fontana, 1982)....... £3-£5 

DEATH & JACK SHADE (paperback) (Fontana, 1982).............. £3*£5 

BORDER WAR (paperback) (Fontana, 1983).......£3-£5 

KILLER! (paperback) (Fontana, 1983) ......... £3-£5 

PEACEMAKER 1 SERIES (as ‘William S. Brady ) 

WHIPLASH (paperback) (Fontana, 1981)............ £3-£5 

WAR PARTY (paperback) (Fontana, 1983) ......... E3-E5 

CANNONS^D^^iN (paperback) (Mayflower, 1979)....... E3-E5 

BORDER AFFAIR (paperback) (Mayflower, 1979)*.........£3-£5 

MAZATLAN (paperback) (Mayflower, 1980)...... E3-E5 

WHEELS OF THUNDER (paperback) (Mayflower, 1981)...... E3-E5 

DURANGO (paperback) (Mayflower, 1982) ........ E3-E5 

gALEgJ O IQBfr SERIE S (as ‘L,J. Coburn ) 

THE RAIDERS (paperback) (Sphere, 1977)......£3-£S 

BLOODY SHILOH (paperback) (Sphere, 1978) .......... £3-£S 

‘LAW MAN’ S ERIES (as M.B. Dancer'| 

EVIL BREED (paperback) (Coronet, 1977)..........E3-E5 

JUDGEMENT DAY (paperback) (Coronet, 1978).... E3-E5 

THE HANGED MAN (paperback) (Coronet, 1979) ________E3-E5 

‘A P A CHE ’ SiflllS (as ‘William M. James’) 

BLOOD RISING (paperback) (Pinnacle, U.S, 1979)..... E3-E5 

BLOOD BROTHER (paperback) (Pinnacle, U.S, 1980) ...______ E3-E5 

DEATH DRAGON (paperback) (Pinnacle, U.S, 1981)______E3-E5 

DEATH RIDE (paperback) (Pinnacle, U.S, 1983) ... E3-E5 

THE HANGING (paperback) (Pinnacle, U.S, 1983)........E3-E5 



BOOK FAIRS 

MARCH-APRIL 

QUALITY BOOK FAIRS WITH A WELCOMING ATMOSPHERE 


FARNHAM - SURREY. 

The Malting^ Bridge Square, Red Uon Lane, Ceniral Famham. Suney. 

{Makings signposted all roads into FamhanU 
SUNDAY 26 MARCH - W.OOam^t 30pm 

Large popular fair, 90 exhibitors in three rooms* Widest choke of 
books for miles. Ideal for the general redder or the serious collector, 

2 large free car parks. Excellent refreshments*_ 

BLOOMSBURY - LONDON. 

Royal National Hotel Woburn Place, London WCl. 

(Nearest tube Russell Square, 1 minute walk.) 

SUNDAY 9 APRIL - H<XJam 5.30pm 

140 exhibitors in brightly lit comfortable suHes. Enormous choice of books at 
affordable prices. Wide choice of refreshments from sandwiches to full-cooked meals. 


ALLH.IL BOOK 
FAIRS ASF 
NONSMOKING 
Tkr family Hwk Fain 
ts$rrins brlwtt* 30-ECf 
nAj'Aiton at mas J jinn 
unto I,OMs of quality 



and antiquarian books 
far ait 

A READERS * COUJ.CTORS PARADISE 
Admrauan £l (unless otherwise slated) Children Free 

Bookings & Enquiries: 

Wendy CoPyer 0181-224 3809 
Organisers Exhibition Team Ud. 01494-450504 
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OTHER FICTION 


MERC E NARIES’ SE RIES (a* ‘John Hart') 

SLACK BLOOD (paperback) (Mayflower, 1977).......... £3*E5 

HIGH SLAUGHTER (paperback) (Mayflower, 1977) ......E3-E5 

TRIANGLE OF DEATH (paperback) (Mayflower, 1977).....E3-E5 

GUERILLA ATTACK (paperback) (Mayflower, 1977) ...*...£3*E5 

DEATH RAID (paperback) (Mayflower, 1978) ........ E3-E5 

‘PEATHSMOP* SERIES (as Mon Barton’) 

KILL HITLER! (paperback) (Corgi, 1976)...........E3-E5 

FOREST OF DEATH (paperback) (Corgi, 1977)... ........... E3-E5 

LIGHTNING STRIKES (paperback) (Corgi, 1977) .... E3-E5 

HOVE LI SAT I OHS 

ONE OF OUR DINOSAURS IS MISSING (paperback) (N.E.L, 1976)...E3-E5 

HERBIE RIDES AGAIN (paperback) (N.E.L, 1977)....... £3-£5 

HERBIE GOES TO MONTE CARLO (paperback) (N.E.L., 1978) ....£3~E5 

THE EAGLE’S WING (as ‘Michael Syson’; paperback) (Corgi 1978) ... E3-E5 

DUTY FREE (paperback) (Ravette, 1988)....... £3-£5 

MORE DUTY FREE (paperback) (Ravette, 1986) .....£3-£5 

HARD CASES (adapted from his own screenplays; paperback) (Ravette, 1987)...... E3-E5 

PTHfftFiqTIQN 

AVENGING ANGEL (as Thom Ryder'; paperback) (N.E.L, 1975) .......E3-E5 

ANGEL ALONE (as ‘Thom Ryder’; paperback) (N.E.L., 1975) .... E3-E5 

JUVENILE 

'TEMPEST TW I N S’ SERIES 

KIDNAP! (paperback) (Beaver, 1987)......... E2-E3 

DAYLIGHT ROBBERY! (paperback) (Beaver, 1987} ,,....... E2-E3 

HOT PROPERTY (paperback) (Beaver, 1987) ......£2-£3 

TERROR TRAP! (paperback) (Beaver, 1988)..... £2-£3 

DOWNEAST TO ANGER (paperback) (Beaver, 1988)............ £2-£3 

RUNNER! (paperback) (Beaver, 1988) ............ £2-£3 

O THE R JUVE N ILE FI CTION 

WHAT ABOUT IT, SHARON? (paperback) (Penguin, 1979) ..£2-£3 

REEL LOVE (paperback) (Scholastic, 1982}............ E2-E3 

SUNDAE DATE (paperback) (Scholastic, 1983).......£2-£3 

WHAT GAME ARE YOU PLAYING? (paperback) (Scholastic, 1983).....£2-£3 

FOOTWORK (paperback) (Scholastic, 1983}............E2-E3 

WILD LOVE (paperback) (Pan, 1986)......£2-^3 

LAST SUMMER, FIRST LOVE (paperback) (Pan, 1986) ......£2-£3 

POETRY 

POETRY PAMPHLETS 

PROVENCE (limited to 100 copies) (PrlapUS Pres$,1978) .....£l5-£20 

ditto. Signed Copies (limited to 35 numbered copies, signed by the author) (Priapus Press, 1978)£20-£30 

THE OLD POSTCARD TRICK (limited to 250 copies) (Slow Dancer Press, 1985). ........ E10-E15 

NEIL SEDAKA LIED (Smith Doorstop, 1989).......£8-£10 

THE DOWNEAST POEMS (Smith Doorstop, 1989) ............. ......E8-E10 

SOMETIME OTHER THAN NOW (with Sue Dymoke) (Slow Dancer Press, 1989)... E8-E1Q 

TERRITORY (Slow Dancer Press, 1992) ...*.E8-E1D 

POETRY COLLECTIONS 

GHOSTS OF A CHANCE (paperback) (Smith Doorstop, 1992)..... £8-£lD 

BLUER THAN THIS (paperback) (Smith Doorstop, 1998).......£8-£10 


NEXT, ADVERTISING COPY DEADLINES 

11th APRIL for JUNE issue; 9th MAY for JULY issue 

Please post early - we cannot guarantee to insert late copy! 
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COVENTRY PATMORE 

THE PASSIONATE POET 
BY JOHN MERREIL 


T he eminent poet and essayist, Alice 
Meynell, considered Coventry 
Patmore to be the ''greatest poet 
of the nineteenth century". Whilst we 
may not agree with this superlative, 
Patmore undoubtedly wrote some fine and 
memorable verse. Passages such as this: 

"And so the whole 
Unfathomable and immense 
Triumphing tide comes at the last to reach 
And hurst in wind-kiss'd splendours 
on the deaf ning beach. 

Where forms of children in first innocence 
Laugh and fling pebbles on the rainbow'd crest 
Of its untired unrest." 

And this; 

“I, singularly moved 

To love the lovely tltat are not beloved, 

Of all the Seasons, most 
Love Winter, 

Patmore is a desirable quarry for the 
collector because of his predilection for 
revising and destroying his work, a 
combination which has led to many of his 
books becoming exceedingly scarce or rare. 

To understand and appreciate the poet we 
must look at the man and his personal life. 
Coventry Kersey Dighton Patmore was born 
on 23rd July 1823 at Woodford in Essex. His 
father, the novelist Peter George Patmore, 
moved in the literary circles of his time which 
gave the young Coventry the chance to meet 
many celebrated writers, including Charles 
Lamb, Leigh Hunt, William Hazlitt and 
Thomas Campbell 

Patmore's education was sound if not 
spectacular and included a short stay at the 


College de France in Paris. Other than this, he 
seems to have been largely self-taught helped 
by his father's encouragement and by much 
reading. Little is known of his mother. 

Apart from his love of reading, Patmore 
had an interest in science, mathematics and 
art. In 1838, he was awarded a prize by the 
Society of Arts for his copy of a Landseer 
painting. When, six years later, Moxon 
published his first book. Poems (1844), he 
decided to make literature his future. This 
small volume is now very rare, and a collector 



Coventry Patmore (1823-96). His poems celebrate the 
joys of marriage and the union of the Soul with God. 
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TAMERTON 
CHURCH-TOWER 

AND OTHER POEMS 

BY COVENTRY PATMORE 



LONDON 
WILLIAM PIC K F. RIN < i 

Tamerton Church-Tower and Other Poems (1853) 
was Coventry Patmore's second collection of verse. 


would have to pay up to £200 for a Good 
copy. 

In 1844, Patmore's father lost money on 
shares, exiled himself to France, and left his 
son almost destitute. Fortunately, William 
Thackeray came to the rescue. He obtained 
work for Coventry on several literary 
periodicals. But this was a precarious living. 
However, in 1846, with the help of another 
friend, Monckton Milnes, he managed to get a 
permanent job as an assistant librarian at the 
British Museum, a post which he held for 
nearly twenty years. 

In 1847, Patmore met and married Emily 
Augusta Andrews. She became his muse 
and inspired much of his poetry, including 
The Angel in the House, a Victorian bestseller 
I which was only outsold by Tennyson's 


Idylls of the King. It went through many 
editions, and was very popular in America. 
The first edition is of great rarity. Published 
anonymously owing to Peter Patmore's 
misfortunes, it was issued by John W. Parker 
in two volumes: Book I, 'The Betrothal', in 
1854, and Book II, The Espousals', in 1856. 
Today, a set in Good condition would fetch 
up to £300. 

CELEBRATION 

The Angel in the House is a celebration of 
love in a happy marriage, a state which 
Patmore enjoyed three times. Yet for him it 
was not enough. He looked at wedded love as 
just a beginning — the end would be the 
perfect union of the Soul with God. He 
developed this idea with passion and to great 
effect in the later wonderful 'Odes'. 

A year before The Angel was published, 
William Pickering had issued Tamerton 
Church-Tower and Other Poems (1853), parts of 
which are incorporated in the later work. In 
1854, Parker took over as publisher issuing a 
second edition of Tamerton Church-Tower, as 
well as Book I of The Angel in the House. Both 



The original ‘Angel in the House ' — Patmore's first 
wife, Emily. She died in 1862 after a long illness. 
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Patmore's best-known work , The Angel in the House , was issued in tzvo parts: The Betrothal' and The Espousals ', 


editions of Tamerton Church-Tower are very 
scarce and, because of the flimsy bindings, 
almost impossible to find in Good condition. 
Today, the two editions are worth £75-£lO0 
and £4Q-£6Q respectively in Good condition. 

Patmore wrote two sequels to The Angel in 
the House — Faithful for Ever (i860) and The 
Victories of Love (1863). The latter was first 
serialised in Macmillan's Magazine between 
September and November 1861. These two 
books never achieved the popularity of The 
Angel , 

In the early Sixties, the rights to Patmore's 
best-known poem passed to MacmiLlan, and, 
although the bindings they used are more 
durable than Parker's, their editions are not 
easy to find. The reason? In 1873, Patmore, 
deeply depressed at what he thought was 


unjust criticism of his work, bought all the 
remaining stock of The Angel from Macmillan, 
and burnt the lot. 

In 1862, after a long illness, Coventry's 
wife, Emily, died. Their marriage had been 
supremely happy, and blessed with six 
children. Shortly before she died, Emily had 
told her husband: "When I am gone — they 
[the priests] will get you, and then 1 shall see 
you no more." So it was. In 1864, he converted 
to Catholicism, and in the same year married 
Marianne Byles, an heiress. The marriage left 
Patmore comfortably off for the rest of his life, 
and with the freedom from financial worry he 
was able to concentrate on his poetry, but not 
to the exclusion of other interests. 

He duly resigned from his post at 
the British Museum and, no longer needing 
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"THE ANGEL IN * THE MOUSE; * pi OB, THE RESULT OF FEMALE SUFFRAGE. 
U n— y ll* i 


The uwfc became so well-known in the nineteenth century that it 
inspired this cartoon in Punch lampooning the suffragette movement 


a permanent residence in 
London, he decided to buy an 
estate in Sussex, his favourite 
county. The property was 
rather neglected, but Patmore 
saw its potential, and set 
about the task of improving 
it with great enthusiasm. First 
of all, he supervised the 
re-building of the house, 
made roads and lakes, and 
planted thousands of trees. 

The poet had taken on the 
additional roles of country 
squire and businessman, 
excelling at both. 

In 1874, he sold the 
property to the Duke of 
Norfolk, making the then 
handsome profit of £9,000. He 
later wrote a pamphlet. How I 
Managed and Improved my Estate 
('by C.K.D.P/; 1886), which is 
now an elusive item for the 
collector. Today, a Good copy 
is worth £60-£80. 

During this settled time, 
fourteen years after the 
original publication of The Angel , Patmore 
privately printed nine of his magnificent 
Odes (1868). Most of Patmore's books are 
extremely difficult to locate, but undoubtedly 
the rarest is this little paper-covered volume, 
which was limited to 250 copies. Hitherto, 
Patmore had confined his verse to simple 
metres, but now he began experimenting 
with complex rhythms and lines of irregular 
length. 


To test critical opinion, he sent copies 
of the book to his literary friends and 
acquaintances. Only John Ruskin appears to 
have had any praise, and this was faint. 
Tennyson, his once dose friend, could not cope 
with the originality of the 'Odes'. His reaction 
he described in two lines of verse: 

"An answer pealed from that high land f 
But in a tongue no man could understand/' 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


The cost of a year's subscription to BOOK AND MAGAZINE COLLECTOR is: 
UK - £33.00; Europe - £36.00 (Airmail) or £35.00 (Surface Mail); 

USA & Canada - £54,00; Australia & New Zealand - £56.00, 
Please write for rates to other countries. 

Please specify the issue with which you wouid tike your subscription to commence. 

FOR METHODS OF PAYMENT PLEASE SEE PAGE 102 
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The privately printed edition of Patmore's Odes (1868) 
is one of the rarest poetry books of the Victorian age. 


Disappointed at the cool reception his new 
work had received, Patmore consigned the 
remaining copies of his book to a bonfire. 
Fortunately, several copies were saved by his 
daughter, Emily. According to Sir Edmund 
Gosse, this pale green booklet is "one of the 
rarest as it is one of the most interesting 
poetical volumes of the Victorian age". Due to 
the book's fragile binding. Good copies are 
virtually impossible to come across. Any copy 
in better than Poor condition would fetch a 
three-figure sum, and you could expect to pay 
up to £500 for a Good example. I've recently 
seen an inscribed copy offered for sale at £950! 
In 1968, a rather basic facsimile of the text was 
privately printed in an edition of 150 copies, 
but only a fraction of the print-run was 
actually bound and circulated. 

A period of nine years elapsed before the 
'Odes' (with additional poems) were issued 
in a trade edition by George Bell & Sons 
under the title, The Unknown Eros and Other 
Odes (1877). A second edition, further 
expanded, was published in 1878. These now 
sell for £75~£100 and £60-£8O respectively in 
Good condition. 

REVISIONS 

With the publication of the completed 
'Odes' and the private printings of Amelia 
(1878), Patmore ceased to write any more 
serious verse, apart from revisions. The two 
privately printed versions of Amelia are 
virtually impossible to find, although in the 
same year Bell included the poem in the 
collection, Amelia, Tamerton Church-Tower , Efc. 
With Prefatory Study on English Metrical Uno 
(1878). The essay on metrical law was first 
printed in the August 1857 issue of North 
British Review under the title, 'English 
Metrical Critics', 

If the books mentioned above are out of 
your reach — don't despair! In 1906, G. Bell & 
Sons published the first one-volume edition 
of Patmore's Poems (1906), with a useful 
introduction by Basil Champneys* This was 
reprinted a number of times between 1909 
and 1928, and the first edition can be bought 
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for £30-£40, and later editions for as little as 
£20, if you are lucky. 

A modern anthology worth seeking out is 
John Betjeman and Geoffrey Taylor's English 
Love Poems (1957), which includes seven 
poems by Patmore. His poem, The Ros'y 
Bosom'd Hours', is printed with this lovely 
passage restored which had been suppressed 
since 1877: 

"No sacred bard did e'er invent 
With such wild wit as placed , 

Betivixt Love's either continent , 

The isthmus of your waist , 

Or rounded fine each little breast , 

And set so fair apart , 

As if to cradle Love's unrest 
Upon your very heart ..." 

Perhaps the poet omitted these lines from 
later editions so as not to offend delicate 

AM ELIA, 
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This collection from 1878 includes the poem, Amelia , 
first published in a now very rare private edition. 
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Victorian taste. Seventeenth-century readers 
would have loved them. 

In 1875, Patmore sold his estate and 
moved to Hastings. He was returning to a 
place of happy memories, having spent his 
honeymoon there with his first wife, Emily. 
This change inspired him to write some of his 
finest poetry. He completed the 'Odes', and 
revised much of his earlier work. 

For Coventry Patmore and his family, the 
early 1880s brought a mixture of joy and 
sadness. Marianne, his second wife, died in 
1880, but the poet of 'wedded bliss' could not 
remain for long without a female companion, 
and the following year he married his 
children's governess, Harriet Robson. Then, 
in 1882, his beloved daughter, Emily, died. 
For a while, Patmore was grief stricken, but in 
1883 grief turned to joy when Harriet gave 
birth to a son. 

As a young man, Coventry Patmore had 
contributed to magazines out of necessity, but 
now he wrote prose for pleasure on many 
diverse subjects, ranging from 'Investing 
in Precious Stones' to 'Why Women are 
Dissatisfied'. The St James's Gazette printed 
more than 100 of his articles between 1885 
and 1888, many of which were collected by 
Frederick Page in Courage in Politics and Other 
Essays, 1885-1896 (1921). This book now sells 
for up to £40 in Good condition. The 
individual volumes of the St James's Gazette 
can cost anything from £5 to £30. 

PLATONIC 

Other magazine articles were reprinted in 
Principle in Art (1889) and Religio Poetae (1893). 
Very Good copies of these books are worth 
£60-£80 and £40-£60 respectively. 

In 1893, Coventry Patmore met Alice 
Meynell, who was to captivate his mind and 
heart totally. Yet, the relationship remained 
platonic, for Alice, like Coventry, was happily 
married with an adoring family. We can only 
guess whether he would have succumbed to 
the sensual side of his nature if Alice had 
been willing. Undoubtedly, Mrs Meynell 
appealed to his intellect. He found in her "the 
hall-mark of genius, namely, the marriage of 
masculine force of insight with feminine grace 
and tact of expression". Their 'true marriage 






Coventry Patmore 


of minds' ended unhappily when Coventry 
became jealous of Alice's friendship with 
George Meredith. 

In 1894, Patmore's health began to 
deteriorate slowly, but he still managed to 
write a final work, The Rod , the Root and the 
Flower (1895), an extraordinary collection of 
thoughts and aphorisms summing up his 
philosophy on human and divine love. It was 
reprinted in 1907 and 1923, and again in 1950 
by The Grey Walls Press. In his introduction 
to the 1950 edition, the poet's great-grandson, 
Derek Patmore, gives us Coventry's vision 
of a nightmare future democracy in which: 
"Neither the voter nor the inspector yet know 
their power and opportunities; but they soon 
wilL We shall have to 'square' the district 
surveyor once or twice a year, lest imaginary 
drains become a greater terror than real 
typhoid; we shall have to smoke our pipes 
secretly and with a sense of sin, lest the 
moral supervisor of the parish should 


The 1950 edition ofTiie Rod , the Root and the Flotoer l 
with a frontispiece portrait by John Singer Sargent , 
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decline our offer of a half-crown for 
holding his nose during the weekly 
examination of our bedrooms and closets - . , 
We shall have to tip our policemen and 
inspectors for looking over our infractions 
of popular moralities of a newer pattern/' 
Remember, this was written more than a 
century ago. 

The following year, Patmore wrote to one 
of his sons: "I am dying slowly. It is a very 
uncomfortable process." The end came on 26th 
November 18%. On his deathbed, seeing that 
the priest was too upset to continue the 
prayers, Coventry Patmore took over the 
reading, pretended to light an imaginary 
cigarette and, with this last symbolic 
gesture to the physical world, passed away 
peacefully. 

INSPIRATION 

As we have seen, Patmore was a man of 
many parts: poet, essayist, philosopher and 
prophet. Extremely well-read, he drew 
inspiration from numerous thinkers and 
writers. Early in life, he absorbed much of 
Plato, Artistotle and Emerson. Later, his 
thought shows the influence of — amongst 
others — St Thomas Aquinas, St Augustine, 
Swedenborg and St John of the Cross. In 
his poetry, he often uses the scientific and 
geographical imagery of the seventeenth 
century Metaphysical Poets such as Donne, 
Herrick, and Marvell. The early poems owe 
much to Tennyson and the Pre-Raphaelite 
Movement. 

To get to the heart of Coventry Patmore's 
genius, we must look beyond his most 
popular work. The Angel in the House , to his 
remarkable 'Odes'. There is nothing quite 
like them in the English language. You 
can read them over and over again, and 
each time discover new meanings. They 
excite, delight, and sometimes disturb with 
their veiled erotic mysticism, and are often 
difficult to understand, but their bold 
and striking mode of expression rarely 
wearies the ear. 

Apart from his consummate 
craftsmanship, Patmore deserves our attention 
because he is always sincere, honest and 
realistic. These qualities are nowhere more 
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As well as writing his own verses , Patmore edited 
this anthology of favourite poems for young readers, 


manifest than in this passage from the ode, 
'Tired Memory', written when the poet was 
trying to come to terms with his infidelity' to 
the memory of his first wife, and his joy in a 
new found love: 

"The stony rock of death's insensibility 

Well'd yet awhile with honey of thy love 

And then was dry .. /' 

In this article, we have been concerned 
with Patmore the serious writer, yet we must 
not forget his great sense of fun, which is 
nowhere better demonstrated than in these 
charming lines addressed to a friend's young 
daughter: 

"A railway car f on Sandy Down, 

With you f were Palace , Realm and Crown; 

And tripe and onions , cooked by you f 


71 









CUP A SAW 



All comic and illustration art. 


EPHEMERA OF All KINDS 


I If it is printed on paper we are interested. 

| We wilt travel anywhere to view and collect. 

Something to sell???? 

Please 'phone Ken 0181 771 8756 
or Geoff 0181 659 9714 anytime 

All the above for sale at the 
shop at bargain prices. 

Come and browse. 

Open 7 days 11am-6pm 


THE BOOK PALACE 
83 Church Road, Crystal Palace , 
London SE19 2TA 
0181 768 0022 


Ambrosia were and honey-dew; 

Whene'er you spin upon your bike , 

I'll trot behind , your faithful tyke. 

Water inflames a mighty fire , 

So shall I but the more admire , 

The more you jump the old world's traces 
With such exasperating grace s; 

Yea, every Tory taste TU banish, 

The moment Josephine turns mannish, 

And if I write more poetry* 

J The Angel on the Bike' 'twill be!" 

This was written in February 1896, nine 
months before Patmore died. 

The two main biographies are Basil 
Champney's Memoirs and Correspondence of 
Coventry Patmore (two volumes; 1900), and 
Derek Patmore's The Life and Times of Coventry 
Patmore (1949), both of which consider the 
poet's life and work. For more in-depth 
critical appraisal, you must turn to Osbert 
Burdett's The Idea of Coventry Patmore (1921), 
Frederick Page's Patmore: A Study in Poetry 
(1933), and J.C. Reid's admirable The Mind 
and Art of Coventry Patmore (1957), which 
contains a comprehensive list of periodical 
contributions by and about the poet. 
A welcome recent publication is lan 
Anstrutheris Coventry Patmore's Angel (1992), 
which is still in print at £17.99. It covers 
the background to the writing of The Angel in 
the House , and includes the text of the final 
versions of Books 1 and 11 as printed by Harrap 
in 1923. 

HISTORY 

What is Coventry Patmore's place in 
history? Some critics have consigned him to 
the ranks of the 'minor poets', whilst others 
cannot praise him too highly, in his book, 
The Darkling Plain (1950), the poet John 
Heath-Stubbs writes: "It is usual to speak of 
Tennyson and Browning as the 'great' 
Victorian poets, yet if any poet, between the 
time of Keats and Hopkins, merits that title, 
I believe that in spite of his manifest 
eccentricities, it is Coventry Patmore." 
Inevitably, this short article can do scant 
justice to the poet and his work, but if it 
creates new interest in Patmore then its 
purpose is served. 


Cl/P A SAVE 
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COVENTRY PATMORE UK BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A guide to current values of books in:I) Good condition in the original bindings (up to 1900); 

N) Very Good condition in the original binding (1901-20); 
or ill) Very Good condition in the original cloth without/with dustjackets (1921 to present). 

POETRY 

POEMS (Edward Moxon, 1844)..,........£150-£200 

TAMERTON CHURCH-TOWER AMD OTHER POEMS (William Pickering, 1853).E75-E10Q 

ditto (John W. Parker & Son, 1854)..,...,... £40-£60 

THE ANGEL IN THE HOUSE; [Book I;] The Betrothal; Book II: The Espousals 

(two volumes; anonymous) (John W, Parker, 1854 & 1856).....the set £200-000 

ditto. Second [Revised] Edition (John W. Parker, 1858) ....... £75-£1GO 

ditto. Third Edition (two volumes) (John W* Parker, 1860)... the set C40-E6D 

ditto (with The Victories of Love'; two volumes) (Macmillan, 1863)................... the set £5Q-£75 

ditto. Fourth [Revised] Edition (with a selection of earlier poems) (Macmillan, 1866)...£50-E75 

ditto. Fifth Edition (George Bell & Sons, 1878) ....... E20-E30 

ditto. Sixth Edition (George Bell & Sons, 1885)---*.*.. £l5-£20 

ditto (Cassell: National Library 1 No 70,1887) .....E1Q-E15 

ditto (George Bell & Sons, 1892).......... £15-£20 

ditto (George Belt & Sons, 1896) .......£10*£15 

ditto (George Bell & Sons, 1905)........ £10-£15 

ditto (with ‘The Victories of Love’; introduction by Alice Meyneli) 

(George Rout ledge & Sons, 1905)......*... £20-£30 

ditto (George Bell & Sons, 1920).......... £8~£10 

ditto (Harrap, 1923)..........E6-£8 (£fl-E10) 

FAITHFUL FOR EVER (John W. Parker, 1860)...... £60-£80 

THE VICTORIES OF LOVE (T.O.P.H. Burnham, U.S., 1862) .....E40-E60 

ditto. First U.K. Edition (Macmillan, 1063) ... ...... E35-E50 

ditto. Fourth Edition (George Bell & Sons, 1878) ......................................... E20-E3D 

ODES (limited to 250 copies [most destroyed]) (Privately printed, 1868)....... £300-£500 

ditto. Facsimile Edition (limited to 150 copies) (Privately printed, 1968) ... E20-E30 

NINE DDES (Privately printed, 1870)...........£75-£100 

THE UNKNOWN EROS AND OTHER ODES l-XXXI (George Bell & Sons, 1877) ..£75-£l00 

ditto. Second Edition codes FXLW)(George Bell & Sons, 1878) ,.....E60-E80 

ditto. Third [Revised] Edition (George Bell & Sons, 1890) ,. £35-£50 

ditto. Fourth Edition (George Bell & Sons, 1897)........E2Q-E30 

ditto. Fifth Edition (George Bell & Sons, 1909) ....... E20-E30 

AMELIA (limited to twenty copies) (Privately printed, 1878) _______£75-£l00 

ditto (with two illuminated vellum pages) (Privately printed, 1878) .... £100-E150 

AMELIA, TAMERTON CHURCHTQWER, ETC, With Prefatory Study on English Metrical Law 

(George Bell & Sons, 1678) .......... E60-£80 

SEVEN UNPUBLISHED POEMS BY COVENTRY PATMORE TO ALICE MEYNELL 
(limited to fifty copies) (Privately printed at The Pelican Press by Francis Meyneli, 1922)... *. El 00-E150 

PROSE 

HOW I MANAGED AND IMPROVED MY ESTATE (‘by C.K.D.P,’) (George Bell & Sons, 1886).£6O-£80 

HASTINGS, LEWES, RYE AND THE SUSSEX MARSHES (‘by C.F. ) (George Bell & Sons, 1887) .. E75-E100 

PRINCIPLE IN ART (George Bell & Sons, 1889)... ....... ___ £60-£80 

ditto. Second Edition (George Bell & Sons, 1890)............. £30-£40 

ditto. Revised Edition (George Bell & Sons, 1898)......£40-£60 

ditto (Gregg International, 1970) ....... In print £40 

RELIGJO POETAE [George Bell & Sons, 1893)...... E40-E60 

ditto. Revised Edition (George Bell & Sons, 1898) ......E35-E50 

ditto (George Bell & Sons, 1907)......£20-£30 

THE ROD, THE ROOT, AND THE FLOWER (George Bell & Sons, 1895).... E40-E6O 

ditto. Second [Revised] Edition (George Bell & Sons, 1907) .. £30-£40 

ditto (George Bell & Sons, 1923)......E15-E2Q (E2Q-E3Q) 

ditto (edited, and with Introduction, by Derek Patmore) (Grey Walls Press, 1950).£8-£l0 (£15-£2Q) 

COURAGE IN POLITICS AND OTHER ESSAYS 1885-1896 

Edited by Frederick Page (OUP, 1921)........ £20*£30 (£30-£4Q) 

BOW SET IN THE CLOUD- Edited by Anthony Matthew (essays; paperback) 

(Fisher Press, 1996).......... In print £8.99 

Bibliography continued overleaf 
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COVENTRY PATMORE bibliography continued from previous page 


AS EDITOR/TRANSLATOR 

THE CHILDREN'S GARLAND From the Best Poets. Selected and arranged 

by Coventry Patmore (Macmillan, 1862 [1861])............ E35-E50 

dim Later Editions (Macmillan, 1862-91) ...... .... E15-E20 

ditto. Illustrated Edition (Illustrated by J. Lawson)(London, 1873)..E30-E40 

BRYAN WALLER PROCTER (BARRY CORNWALL), AN AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL FRAGMENT AND 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. Edited by Coventry Patmore (George Bell & Sons, 1877).. E20-E30 

SAINT BERNARD ON THE LOVE OF GOD (translated by Coventry and Marianne Caroline Patmore) 

(C. Kegan Paul, 1881)..........E30-E40 

ditto. Second Edition (Burns & Oates, 1884)........E15-E20 

SELECTIONS/COLLECTED EDITIONS 

POEMS (four volumes) (George Bell & Sons, 1879) ....the set £75*£t00 

FLORILEGIUM AMANTIS. Edited by Richard Garnett (selections from the poems) 

(George Bell & Sons, 1879) .......£35-150 

POEMS (with poems by Henry Patmore; two volumes) (George Bell & Sons, 1886)-... the set E40-E60 

ditto. Later Editions (George Bell & Sons, 1887-1903) ....__.... ...E30-E40 

THE VICTORIES OF LOVE AND OTHER POEMS (Cassell: ‘National Library' No 122,1888).E10-E15 

THE POETRY OF PATHOS AND DELIGHT. Edited by Alice Meynell (Hetnemann, 1896).£20-E30 

POEMS, Edited, and with an Introduction, by Basil Champneys (George Bell & Sons, 1906)-E30-E40 

ditto. Later Editions (George Bell & Sons, 1909-28).......E2O-E30 

THE WEDDING SERMON (extract from The Angel in the House ) (Burns 8 Oates, [1911])......... EB-E10 

PRINCIPLE IN ART, RELIGIO POETAE AND OTHER ESSAYS (Duckworth, 1913) ..E3Q-E40 

SELECTED POEMS OF COVENTRY PATMORE. Edited, and with an Introduction, 

by Derek Patmore (Chatto & Windus, 1931) ........E8-E10 (E10-E15) 

ditto (Chatto & Windus, 1941)......E8-E10 (E10-E15) 

SELECTED VERSE (Burns, Oates & Washbourne, 1934)... # ... E6-E8 (£8-£1Q) 

A SELECTION OF POEMS BY COVENTRY PATMORE. Edited, and with an Introduction, 

by Derek Patmore (Grey Walls Press, 1948) ...... E8-E10 (E10-E15) 

THE POEMS OF COVENTRY PATMORE. Edited, and with an Introduction, 
by Frederick Page (OUP, 1949)...... El 0-E15 (El 5-E2Q) 

ESSENTIAL READING 

Champneys, Basil: MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF COVENTRY PATMORE 

(two volumes) (George Bell & Sons, 1900) .the set E75-E100 

Gosse, Edmund: COVENTRY PATMORE (Hodder 8 Stoughton, 1905) ... E30-E40 

Burdett, Osbert: THE IDEA OF COVENTRY PATMORE (OUP, 1921). £20-£30 (£3G-£40) 

Page, Frederick: PATMORE: A STUDY IN POETRY (OUP. 1933) ... E15-E2Q (£2Q-£3Q) 

Patmore, Derek: PORTRAIT OF MY FAMILY (Cassell, 1935). E15-E20 (E2Q-E30) 

ditto: THE LIFE AND TIMES OF COVENTRY PATMORE (Constable, 1949).. E15-E20 (E2CK30) 

Oliver, E.J.: COVENTRY PATMORE (Sheed & Ward, 1956).. E10-E15 (£20-£30) 

Reid, J.C.: THE MIND AND ART OF COVENTRY PATMORE 

(Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1957), .....£15*£2Q (E20-E30) 

Anstruther, Ian: COVENTRY PATMORE'S ANGEL (Haggerston Press, 1992).In print £17.95 


“MISS READ” 

Leading specialists in "Miss Read" wish to purchase the following by this author: 

• Whole Collections * Single Volumes * Children’s Books * 

* Signed Copies * Proofs etc * 

Will travel anywhere in the UK to purchase whole collections 
Top prices paid with courtesy 

# Collectors - do contact us for all your book wants 

Contact: David B. Waters. Bookseller, 11 Rectory Road. Dickleburgh, Diss. Norfolk, IP21 4NW 
Tr 01379 741464 E-mail: dbwaters® x-stream.co.uk 
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^ Collecting ^ 

CROQUET BOOKS 


BY DAVID DRAZIN 


T hough we may be struggling at inter¬ 
national level in football, cricket, 
rugby, and tennis, we can take 
pride in the supremacy of our national 
croquet team, which recently notched up its 
fourth successive win in the MacRobertson 
Shield series, croquet's world team 
championship* In Christchurch, New 
Zealand, in February, we beat all comers. 
But, of course, the real significance of this 
belated newsflash is that it is still something 
like news. Though the game of croquet is 
now as healthy as it ever was, it is almost 
totally neglected by the media. 

RIGOROUS 

From its early beginnings in Ireland, 
probably in the 1830s, the game developed on 
two distinct levels — for the many, as an agree¬ 
able diversion for a lazy summer's afternoon; 
and, for the few, as a rigorous game (Associa¬ 
tion Croquet) played with punctilious 
attention to an elaborate code of laws. It is 
played at both levels in all English-speaking 
countries and many other parts of the 
world. It is regulated at the top by the World 
Croquet Federation and in this country by 
the Croquet Association, As with any mature 
sport, there is a full calendar of club, 
inter-dub, regional, national, and international 
competitions. 

Association Croquet is a- miracle of 
complexity. Suffice to say that it combines the 
intellectual elegance of chess, the precision of 
snooker, the disciplined physical control of 
golf, the tactical appreciation of bridge and 
the psychological sensitivity of poker. Keith 
Wylie, author of Expert Croquet Tactics 0985), 


arguably the leading croquet tactician of all 
time, confessed that, on taking up the 
game, he could not follow the contemporary 
introductory manuals. If you are tempted by 
this challenge, try the current edition of 
Croquet in A. & C. Black's 'Know the Game' 
series, the all-time croquet bestseller. But, in 
truth, the only way to pick up the game is to 



Art early introductory handbook (1864), written by 
Edmund Rout ledge, scion of the house of Rout ledge. 
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Leonard Wif/Kims' Croquet (1899) features a celebrated frontispiece, The Rape of Roquetetta'. 


join a club, do what you are told, and put in 
plenty of practice. If you show aptitude 
and persevere, you could have a respectable 
handicap in a year or two. The Croquet 
Association (phone; 020-7736 3148; e-mail: 
caoffice@croquetorg.uk) will be pleased to 
steer you in the right direction. 

The literature of croquet has long been of 
interest to scholars and collectors. It is now 
ideally collectable. Prices are increasing at a 
healthy rate, and although, as every dealer 
will tell you, there is not much of it about, 
there are still bargains to be had. A handful of 
specialist dealers ask premium prices, but with 
patience the same titles can be found at quite 
modest prices at book fairs, from non-special¬ 
ist bookshops, and through internet websites. 

The field is also especially enticing in 
terms of quantity, quality, and variety. 
Whereas there are a good number of books 
about croquet or which refer to it in the 
text, that number is not so astronomically 


large as to deter the collector of 'completist' 
inclination. My estimates of the numbers of 
titles which might be targeted by various 
categories of collector are summarised in the 
table below. They may understate the true 
situation by ten or twenty per cent, but not by 
an order of magnitude: 

Books and pamphlets mainly about 
croquet: 500 (later issues; 900) 

Books, etc, mainly about other sports and 
pastimes: 300 
Biography: 200 
Sundry non-fiction: 200 
Humour, drama, music, verse, mime; 50 
Fiction: 200 
Croquet serials: 100 
Contributions to other serials: 3,000 

The condition of the older and more 
collectable croquet books which now come 
onto the market poses a special challenge. 
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Most specimens look desperately sad: 
missing covers and jackets, heavy soiling, 
liberal annotations, tears, and lost matter are 
all par for the course. This is due to a combi¬ 
nation of factors. Instructional manuals and 
rule books tend to be heavily thumbed; they 
are handled in a hazardous environment (to 
wit, a croquet court); and, having relatively 
few pages (seldom more than 32), the abuse 
suffered by each one is correspondingly 
severe. So few books on offer are in better 
than Good condition, and many scarcely 
qualify as breakers. But every cloud has a 
silver lining! It is generally economic to have 
a Poor copy which is complete restored 
professionally — even at a cost of £50 or more 
— and there is every chance of picking up a 
better-than-average copy at a bargain price. 

SPECIALIST 

This article will focus on specialist croquet 
literature — which, for present purposes, we 
may define as books and pamphlets devoted 
to any aspect of the game or which refer to it 
on the title-page. The most collectable titles in 
each category are listed in the price guide 
which concludes this article. 

There has always been a good choice of 
introductory handbooks. The earliest, in Good 
condition, typically now fetch a few hundred 
pounds. One of the prettiest and most sought- 
after, Routledge's Handbook of Croquet, a petite 
hardback with illustrated yellow paper boards, 
first published in 1864, sold new at 6d. And 
one of the most stolid, Leonard Williams' 
Croquet (1899), is noted for its risqu£ 
frontispiece, depicting a lady player scantily 
attired, and with a knowing look. Queen 
Victoria may not have been amused, but 
Stephen Potter could not resist exploiting its 
absurdity in The Theory and Practice of 
Gamesmanship (1947). 

It is a remarkable fact that, although the 
game of croquet attracted the attention of 
historians from its infancy, there is no reported 
sighting of any original dated record which 
refers to it prior to 1853. And it is also remark¬ 
able that there have been no reported sightings 
of most of the well-attested early accounts of 
the game in the past 100 years. Hence there 
are some prime targets for bounty hunters. 



A paperback edition of John jaques ' bestselling guide 
to the laws of the game , first published in the 1860s. 


Pride of place must go to Isaac Spratt's 
Rules of the New Game of Croquet, possibly the 
very first printed account of the game. This 
work was registered at Stationers' Hall in 1856 
and there are several independent references 
to it in the columns of The Field in the 1860s. 
Since then, amazingly, it is as if it had 
disappeared into thin air. 

As the game became popular in the early 
1860s, several attempts were made to unify 
its laws under the aegis of bodies whose 
authority it was hoped all serious players 
would acknowledge, but no lasting success 
was achieved before the foundation in 1897 of 
the United All England Croquet Association 
(UAECA), which later changed its name to 
the Croquet Association (CA). Up to that time, 
it was very much a free-for-all. Publishers 
(notably Routledge, Warne, Ward Lock, 
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Cassell and Longmans) did their best to cash 
in on the popularity of the game; clubs and 
regional associations compiled their own laws; 
sports equipment manufacturers produced 
simplistic rule books to help sell their croquet 
sets; and self-styled experts were emboldened 
to join the fray. 

It might be supposed that publication of 
the UAECA's authoritative code of laws in 
1897 would have stopped the freebooters dead 
in their tracks. But not so. As the laws of the 
game were subsequently refined, more or less 
annually, they became increasingly remote 
from the needs of the new "garden croquet 1 
players who merely aspired to an agreeable 
recreation. So manufacturers turned their 
backs on the CA and continued to issue 
simplified rule books with their equipment. 
And the association's lawmakers also left 
other countries far behind. Most new national 
associations adopted various forms of the 
game as played throughout the world as far 
back as the 1860s. The international game is 
only now crystallising in the format devel¬ 
oped here by the CA. 


D.M.C Prichard's The History of Croquet 
(1981) still ranks as the definitive history of 
the game. It is to be hoped that Cassell will 
update it before too long, but meantime the 
first and only edition is required reading. It is 
authoritative and very readable. Some of the 
earlier histories are fascinating artefacts, and 
are no less readable, but they are generally 
less reliable as historical records. The most 
sought-after is Prior's Croquet and Some 
Ancient Ball Games Related to It (1872), an 
elegant cloth-covered hardback with 
exquisite inset plates. 

HISTORIES 

There has been a steady stream of club 
histories, notably of late from the antipodes. 
None of these now fetch more than about 
£10-£20, but there could be future potential 
here. Print-runs were modest, so prices of 
favoured titles could harden dramatically. 

Every generation of players has produced 
a fair crop of perfectionists, and it is our good 
fortune that a few have been moved to 
commit themselves to print. Their works. 


RUNNING A SHOP 
OR BOOK FAIR? 

LOCAL TRADE DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE ... £205,00 QUARTER PAGE (acrOSS/up) .... £70.00 

HALF PAGE (across/up) ....... £120.00 EIGHTH PAGE..... £40.00 

THIRD PAGE (across) .......... £90.00 Series discounts available on request 

The above rates include VAT at 17.5 per cent 

Please supply copy together with a rough layout or camera-ready artwork with your order. 

ARTWORK: Simple artwork and typesetting are provided free of charge to display advertisers on the 
understanding that all artwork produced by the Diamond Publishing Group Limited remains the 
copyright of the Diamond Publishing Group Limited and may not be reproduced in any other 
publication without the written permission of the Publishers. 

Please provide us with clear black-and-white photos, bromides, films or line illustrations if you wish 
to incorporate graphic material in your display ad. 

SERIES DISCOUNTS: Attract! ve discounts are available to ad vertisers who contract to take a minimum 
of six similar insertions in any 12-month period. PEease enquire for details. 

PLEASE SEE PAGE 101 FOR GENERAL CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 

FOR METHODS OF PAYMENT PLEASE SEE PAGE 102 
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OFFICIAL EOITIONh 



The /W-Ettgtarta Croquet ilssorintrtm drew up this 
official guide to The Laws of Croquet in 1897. 


bristling with eccentricity, are the essence of 
collectability. Three titles stand out; Croquet 
Tarries (1868) by Walter Jones Whitmore, 
founding father of croquet as a scientific 
game; Croquet (1914) by Lord Tollemache, an 
eccentric confection with a pocket inside the 
rear cover, packed with all sorts of goodies 
(see below); and Expert Croquet Tactics (1985), 
a meticulous do-it-yourself job by Keith Wylie. 

TARGET 

Lord Tollemache's work has long been the 
croquet collector's number one target. Though 
not especially scarce, few copies offered for 
sale come complete with the dustjacket, six 
f diagrames\ two 'diagrammes', a huge 
plan of a croquet court, and twelve coloured 
tokens (three each of the four regulation 
croquet colours) in a manila envelope. 


From time to time, associations have 
produced all manner of ad hoc publications, 
dealing with such matters as lawn care, 
interpretation of laws, recruitment, coaching, 
and the management of tournaments. Most 
of these are more in the nature of ephemera 
than real books, but some have acquired 
collectable status. Watch out, in particular, 
for three classics published by the CA: A 
Handbook of Modern Croquet (1931); The 
Bask Laws of Croquet (1975); and D.M.C 
Prichard's Commentary on the Laws of Croquet 
(1973). 

National and regional associations have 
produced various year books and directories, 
detailing the names and addresses of 
members, their current handicaps, the 
names and appointments of officers, the 
laws of the game, lists of calendar fixtures, 
etc. These will perhaps appeal only to the 


Croquet: its History , Kates and Secrets, written 
by Arthur Lillie , star player and croquet historian. 

CROQUET 

by 

Arthur 

LiNie 



79 











A Croquet Alphabet contained rhymes and 
caricatures by H.F. Crowther Smith ('Crowther'). 


most dedicated collectors, but exceptionally 
the Year Book of the Croquet Association (first 
published in 1902 as The Croquet Association ) 
and The New Zealand Croquet Annual (from 
1923) were generally well produced in 
earlier years, and could attract a keen 


following. Again, prices could be very 
variable. 

Croquet equipment has been the focus of 
a good few trade catalogues, but perhaps not 
so many as might be supposed. Understand¬ 
ably, most manufacturers of sports equipment 
have concentrated on general catalogues. 
Those who have made a special feature of 
croquet are John Jaques (from 1864), EH. 
Ayres (circa 1872 to 1948), Slazengers (circa 

1910) , Geo Bussey (circa 1900), and Roy 
Brothers of East Barnet, Vermont (from around 

1911) . Their catalogues are now very scarce, 
and prices are variable. They change hands at 
anything between £5 and £150. 

CARICATURES 

For those collectors with a penchant for 
the lighter side, there is a wonderous rag-bag 
of sheet music, caricature, satire and sundry 
biurtings. In the 1860s and 1870s, croquet was 
a fashionable pop music theme. Copies of the 
sheet music of the period now change hands 
at £50-£15Q, Croquet: Tempo Schottische (1870), 
in a chromolithographed cover by Alfred 
Concanen, is an especially lovely example. But 
the most sought-after works in this class are 
the collections of caricatures drawn and 
published by H.F. Crowther Smith 
('Crowther') — A Croquet Alphabet (1913) and 
A Croquet Non sense Book (1929). His artistry, 
gift with words, and understanding of the 
game are of the highest order. 


In Next Month’s Issue 


GRAHAM GREENE COLLECTABLES 
PHILIPPA PEARCE, author of Tom’s Midnight Garden’ 
American Writer JOYCE CAROL OATES 
R. AUSTIN FREEMAN Classic Crime 
Man of Letters LEIGH HUNT 

_ 
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Aided and abetted by equipment 
manufacturers, several dedicated 
croqueteers have been at pains to adapt 
the essential characteristics of the game 
for special purposes and surfaces — for 
table and carpet play, to help beginners, 
and more recently to promote media 
coverage. The end-products have been 
slim pamphlets describing modified 
games. Undoubtedly the most celebrated 
of these are Lewis CarrolTs 'Croquet 
Castles: For Five Players' (1863) and 
'Castle-Croquet: For Four Players' (1866). 
The former work was never published 
and all extant copies are believed to be 
held in trust. But the latter, first published 
in Aunt Judy's Magazine (August 1867), 


D.D. Steel, four-times CA Open Champion , 
as caricatured by 'Crowthef in ffris book. 


can also be found in Aunt Judy's Christmas 
Volume (1867). 

Over the years, croquet has been 
bundled with other games in all sorts of 
multi-sports books. Where croquet rubs 
shoulders with games which command 
high premiums, prices tend to take their 
cue from the highest-ranked game 
represented. Look out, in particular, 
for compilations with baseball, golf, 
cricket, lawn tennis and real tennis. One 
of the most highly prized croquet 
titles, a Ward & Lock 'Sixpenny Hand¬ 
book', Lawn Tennis , Badminton, Croquet , 
Troco , Racquets, Fives (1879), contains 


One of the caricatures from Crowther Smith's 
1929 collection , A Croquet Nonsense Book. 
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merely a few pages about croquet. A copy in 
Fine condition changed hands recently 
at about a thousand pounds. Another 
fascinating example of this genre is 
Lawn-Tennis, Golf, Croquet , Polo (circa 1911), 
a pretty French anthology in art nouveau 
covers with a photographic onlay. 

MYSTERIOUS 

T conclude this brief survey with a handful 
of titles, mostly works of fiction and verse, 
which happen to include the word 'croquet' 
and which would hence be thrown up by a 
keyword search of any library online system 
or e-commerce website. The most mysterious 
of these is Croquet (1878), a two-volume 
German novel by Gustav von Putlitz. I 
don't know what it's about because I 
don't read German! The most commonplace 
is H.G. Wells's dark novelette. The Croquet 
Player (1936), which accounts for over 
sixty per cent of all croquet books now 
advertised. More recent works of this ilk 
come with such racy titles as Nude Croquet 
(by Leslie Fiedler; 1958), Naked Croquet 
(Douglas Melnyk; 1977), Croquet Lover at 
the Dinner Table (Jonathan Aldrich; 1977) and 
Human Croquet (Kate Atkinson; 1997). They 
may not say much about croquet, but they 
can't be ignored. 

A few more words about prices. These tend 
to be higher here than anywhere else in the 
world. There are good bargains to be had, 
especially in the U.S., France, and Australia. 
So access to the internet is vital. Auctions 
are worth following, but don't expect to 
make rich pickings. They are generally 
well advertised and attract keen competition. 


Next issue 
on sale 
20 April 


CROQUET 

A Bibliography 

Sptcialill Booh and Pamphlets Complete to 1997 


COMPILED BY DAVID DRAZIN 



David Drazin has compiled this croquet bibliography, 
which lists over 1,000 specialist books and pamphlets. 


The prices given in the guide below are 
for books and pamphlets in Good (pre-1920) 
or Very Good (1921 onwards) condition. 
Note that Poor copies may be worth as 
much as eighty per cent of those in Good 
condition. 


The author's ' Croquet: A Bibliography' 
(2000), published by Oak Knoll Press , U,S„ 
and Sf PauVs Bibliographies , lists and 
describes over 1,000 books and pamphlets 
about the game . It may be obtained from 
the U.K. distributor: Scoff Brinded, The 
Coach House, 106 Dover Road, Folkestone , 
CT20 INN . The price is £66, inclusive of 
U.K. inland postage. 


82 








SOME COLLECTABLE CROQUET BOOKS 

A guide to current values of books and pamphlets in: \) Good condition in the original binding (up to 1920); 
or ii) Very Good condition in the original binding without/with dustjackets (1921 to present). 

GENERAL 

Reid, Captain Mayne: CROQUET (Charles James Skeet, 1863)......£200-£300 

ditto. Other Editions (English/American: 1863-69} .. ..............each E100-E200 

Routledge. Edmund: ROUTLEDGE’S HANDBOOK OF CROQUET (boards) 

(Routledge, Warne, & Routledge: 'Slxpennny Handbooks', 1864)...£200-£30Q 

ditto. Other Editions (English/American: 1864-66}....,...each £100-£200 

Lillie, Arthur: THE BOOK OF CROQUET: ITS TACTICS, LAWS & MODE OF PLAY 

(Jaquas & Son, 1872) ............................£100-E150 

Williams, Leonard B.: CROQUET (D. Innes 8 Company, 1899}.........,....£100-£150 

Solomon, J.W.: CROQUET (Batstord, 1966}....,.....£l5-£20 (£30-£40) 

LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

CROQUET: THE LAWS AND REGULATIONS OF THE GAME (Jaques 8 Son, 1864)..£150-E200 

ditto. Other Editions (Jaques & Son, 1864-90).......each £S0-£150 

CROQUET: THE RULES GOVERNING THE GAME (National American 

Croquet Association, U.S., 1882).........................E6Q-E80 

ditto. Other Editions (National American Croquet Association, U.S., 1882-1902).. each E25-E50 

THE LAWS OF CROQUET (United All-England Croquet Association/Croquet Association, 1897) .£75-£ 100 

ditto. 1898-1918 Editions ..............each E25-E50 

ditto. 1919-1941 Editions.................each E20-E40 

ditto, 1947-1961 Editions..............each E10-E25 

ditto. 1968 81972 Editions...............each E8-£10 

REGLE DU JEUX DE CROQUET (La Soctete frangaise du Jeu de Croquet, [cl 900])..£60-£8Q 

HISTORIES 

Prior, R.C.A.: NOTES ON CROQUET: AND SOME ANCIENT BAT AND BALL GAMES 

RELATED TO IT (Williams 8 Norgate, 1872)..........E300-E500 

Lillie, Arthur; CROQUET; ITS HISTORY, RULES, AND SECRETS (Longmans Green, 1897).E100-E150 

Lillie, Arthur (editor): CROQUET UP TO DATE (Longmans Green, 1900} ... £ 100-El 50 

TACTICS 

Whitmore, Walter Jones: CROQUET TACTICS (Horace Cox. 1868)...... E300-E500 

Locock, C.D.: MODERN CROQUET TACTICS (The Holmesdale Press, 1907)...(100-El 50 

Tollemache, Lord: CROQUET (Stanley Paul, 1914)...........E150-E2OO 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 

[The Croquet Association}: A HANDBOOK ON MODERN CROQUET (Longmans Green, 1931)....... E35-E50 

Prichard, D.M.C.: COMMENTARY ON THE LAWS OF CROQUET ([The Croquet Association], 1973)£20-£30 
Neal, B.G.: BASIC LAWS OF CROQUET (The Croquet Association, 1975)..........,...........E15-E20 

GENERAL WORKS 

[Crawley. Captain Rawdon]; LAWN TENNIS, BADMINTON, CROQUET, TROCO, 

RACQUETS, fives (pictorial cloth blndingHWard Lock, 1879)................ E300-E500 

Champ, Paul et al: LAWN-TENNIS, GOLF, CROQUET, POLO 

(Bfbttoth&que Larrousse, Paris, 1911)................£75-£l00 

RELATED GAMES 

AUNT JUDY'S CHRISTMAS VOLUME FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

(contains Lewis Carroll s 'Castle-Croquet: For Four Players') (Bell & Daldy, 1867)...£35-£50 

[anonymous]: IMPROQUET: A NEW FORM OF CROQUET (Jarrold & Sons, 1910}.....E30-E40 

Smith, H.F. Crowther: HOW TO WIN AT GOLF CROQUET (Privately printed, 1913)....... E30-E40 

FICTION AND VERSE 

Wells, H.G.: THE CROQUET PLAYER (Chatto & Windus, 1936).......£8-£l0 (E20-E30) 

Fiedler, Leslie A.: NUDE CROQUET (paperback) (Berkley Publishing Corporation, U.S., 1958)..E6-E8 

Aldrich, Jonathan: CROQUET LOVER AT THE DINNER TABLE 

(University of Missouri Press, U.SJU.K., 1977).........E15-E20 (E30-E48) 

HUMOUR 

Lawreen, John B (lyrics); and Vincent Davis (music): 

CROQUET: TEMPO SCHOTTISCHE (Duff 8 Stewart, 1870) ........... £1Q0-£150 

Smith, H.F. Crowther: A CROQUET ALPHABET (Privately printed, 1913).....E200-E300 

ditto: A CROQUET NONSENSE BOOK (Privately printed, 1929)...E150-E200 

FURTHER READING 

Dfazin, David: CROQUET: A BIBLIOGRAPHY (Oak Knoll Press, 

U.SJSt Paul’s Bibliographies, UK, 2000}................. In print £66 
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BACK ISSUES L-Z 

& INDEX TO ALL AUTHORS & SUBJECTS L-Z 

BACK ISSUES A-K WILL BE PUBLISHED NEXT MONTH 
(please note that issues 1, 2, 5, 12 & 77 are out-of-print) 

All the authors and subjects covered in previous issues of BOOK AND MAGAZINE COLLECTOR are listed 
in alphabetical order. The number of the issue in which the article appeared is in brackets after the author 
or subject. 

COST PER ISSUE : UK — £3.40; Europe ( Surface Mail) — £3.60. If you want us to rush you your Back Issue 
and don't mind paying the extra postal charges, the AIRMAIL rate for EUROPE is - £4.50 per copy. 

READERS IN USA, CANADA, AUSTRALIA* We are offering a THREE-ISSUE SELECTION at the 

following rates: USA (Surface Mail) — £10.50; USA (Airmail) £13.00; Canada (Surface Mail) — £10.50; 
Canada (Airmail) — £13.00; Australia (Surface Mail) — £10.50; Australia (Airmail) — £13.60. We will 
accept orders from any other country provided payment is made in £ Sterling — please write for rates. 
HQWTQ ORDER : Please indicate the issueUlyou require by listingthe issue NUMBER (not the month/year). 

FOR METHODS OF PAYMENT PLEASE SEE PAGE 102 


LAHR, Charles. St Bibliography > 113) 

LAKE DISTRICT. & Bibliography * 174* 

LAMB, Charles. & Bibliography 1122) 

[.’AMOUR. Louis, St Bibliography • &6 < 

LANCASTER, Sir Osbert, St Bibliography i.44i 
LANDOR, A. Henr> r Savage. St Bibliography (13* 

LANG, Andrew, 'Fairy Books' & Bibliography 'SI i 

LARKIN, Philip: & Bibliography i'31>: Current Selling Prices i79); 

Rare & Collectable Titles, & Full Bibliography 1 110} 

LAUREL St HARDY, Books; & Bibliography <94i 

LAWRENCE, D,H, & Bibliography I10s Current Selling Prices (68); 

The Novels, & Price Guide * 112 k Sale Report 1174* 

LAWRENCE, T,E.: His Early Life & Works, & Bibliography <6G>; 

Late Works & UJUU.S. Bibliography (106? 

LAYMON, Richard, Horror Novelist: & Bibliography < 103* 
LEACOCK, Stephen, & U.K Bibliography (122* 

LEAR, Edward: The Nonsense Books & Bibliography {27L 
Natural History, Topography & Travel Books (48*; 

Current Selling Prices ( 881 
LEAVIS, F.R. and Q.D., & U K. Bibliography *154* 

LE CARRE, -John, St Bibliography (51.i; The’Smiley' Books, 

Sc Full Bibliography < 115* 

LEE, Christopher Interview* 167' 

LEE, Laurie: Sc Biblm *38*; Current Selling Prices * 741; 

Update, & Bibliography 1160) 

LE FANU, Sheridan, St Bibliography 02 j 
LE GALL1ENNE, Richard. & UK Bibliography ' 162f 
LE GU1N, Ursula: The Children's Books 
& Bibliography 1100* 

LEFT BOOK CLUB, THE,& Bibliography {94 * 

LEHMANN, Rosamond. & Bibliography < 15) 

LE MAIR, Henriette Willebeek. & U.K. Bibliography *188) 
LENNON, John. St Bibliography (51 i 
LEONARD, Elmore, St Bibliography r 103) 

LE QUEUX, William, & U R Bibliography <170* 

LEROUX, Gaston, St Bibliography <3Si 
LESSING, Doris. & U K. Bibliography (99 1 
LEWIS, C.S„ & Bibliography * 13*: The ‘Narnia’ Books, St Price 
Guide (130}; ’Narnia' Books: Full Update St Price Guide (176) 


LEWIS, Matthew ’Monk', & U.K. Bibliography (145) 

LEWIS, Norman: Sc U.K Bibliography i 125* 

LEWIS, Percy Wvndham, & Bibliography *66) 

LINDSAY, David, & U.K/U.S. Bibliography 1192* 

L1NKLATER, Eric, St Bibliography *67) 

LOCH NESS MONSTER BOOK& St Bibliography (110) 
LOFTING, Hugh, St Bibliography (89* 

LOFTS, W. O. G.: 'Old Boy' Bibliographer, St Bibliography 1100* 
LONDON, Collecting Books about, & Bibliography (120) 
LONDON, Jack, & Bibliography * 103,' 

LONDON MYSTERY MAGAZINE, & Price Guide (90* 

LOOS, Anita, & Bibliography (96* 

LORAC, E.C.RJCARNAC, Carol, St U K Bibliography (186) 
LOVECRAFT, H.P.: Magazine St Small Preas Items (37); 

Books St U.SA),K. Bibliographies (77) 

’LOVEJOY* BOOKS, St Bibliography (95} 

LOVESEY, Peter, & Bibliography (57) 

LQW T David: Cartoons & Illustrated Titles <2 - out of print! 
LOWRY, Malcolm. St Bibliography *38) 

LUCAN, Lord: see ’Death in High Places’ 

LUDLUM, Robert: & U.K & U S Bibliography (110) 

LYNCH, Patricia. & U.KJEire Bibliography (171) 

MACAULAY, Rose, St Bibliography *30) 

MACDONALD, George, St Bibliography of Illustrated Titles (43* 
MACDONALD, John D„ & U.K/U.S. Bibliography (120) 
MACDONALD, Philip, & U.K/U.S, Bibliography 1 188) 
MACHEN, Arthur, & Bibliography (45i 
MACLNNES, Colin, & Bibliography i116) 

MACKENZIE, Compton, Sc Bibliography (221 

MACLEAN, Alistair: St Bibliography (21); Arctic and War Novels 

& Bibliography *59); Full Update, St U.K Bibliography (157) 
‘MADELINE’ BOOKS: see Kernel mans, Ludwig 
MAGAZINES, Early: (86) 

’MAGNET COMIC: St. Price Guide (2 — out of print); 

Collecting “The Magnet' & Price Guide (61) 

'MAIGRET NOVELS: see Simenon, Georges 
MA1S, S.P,B„ & U.K Bibliography (146) 

THE MAN FROM UN,C,LE,': Spin-Offs & Bibliography *59) 
MANN, Thomas, & U.K/U.S, Bibliography (1821 
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MANSFIELD, Katherine, & Bibliography (37* 

MAPP AND LUCIA STORIES: see Benson, E.F. 

MARCHANT, Bessie. & Bibliography (49) 

“PHILIP MARLOWE’ STORIES: see Chandler, R 
MARRYAT, Captain Frederick. fie Bibliography (115) 

MARSH, Ngflio k Bibliography (22); Centenary Update 
It Bibliography 041) 

MARSH, Richard, & Bibliography (163> 

‘MARVEL’ COMICS: Collectable Imuub k Values (4) 
MARVELMAN COMIC: & Bibliography (88> 

MARX BROTHERS. & Bibliography (120) 

MASEFIELD, John. k U.K/UX Bibliography 051) 

MASON, A F. W,. k Bibliography (112 1 
MASTERS, John, fit Bibliography (101) 

MATHESON, Richard, & Bibliography (143) 

MAUGHAM, W. Somerset: k Bibliography (9); 

Early Novels fit Bibliography (581 
MAUPASSANT, Guy do. & U,K Bibliography (117) 

MAXWELL, Donald. & Bibliography (137) 

MAXWELL, Gavin, k Bibliography (1041 
MAXWELL, Sir Herbert. k UX Bibliography (76 i 
MAYNE, William, fit O K. Bibliography (158) 

MeBALN* Ed, k USAJX Bibliography i 71) 

McEWAN, Ian: & Bibliography (84) 

McCAHERN, John, Sl Bibliography <174} 

McGONAGALL, William; Poetry & Bibliography (1041 
McLOUGHLIN, Denis: Artist, fie Price Guide (102) 

“MEDIEVAL TOWNS’ SERIES k Bibliography (10) 

MEE, Arthur: The King's England" Series & Bibliography (36) 
MEMOIRS OF WWl k Bibliography (811 
MEREDITH, George, k Bibliography (109) 

MERRIAM, John: Sale of Illustrated Books (121) 

MERRITT, Abraham, & Bibliography (95) 

MILITARY MEMOIRS OF THE AGE OF 
MARLBOROUGH, & Bibliography 190) 

MILLAIS, J-E, and J.G„ & U K Bibliography (153) 

MILLAR, H.X, & Bibliography of Collectable Illustrated Works i 105) 
MILLIGAN, Spike. & Bibliography <73) 

MILNE, A~A: Children's Books k Bibliography (36); 

The “Wjimie'The-Pooh 1 Books (G6j; Adult and Children's 
Works & Full Bibliography (138); Children's Books, 
k Updated Bibliography (177) 

‘MISLEADLNG CASES’: ^ee Herbert, A.P. 

‘MISS READ', & Bibliography U5CM 
MITCHELL, Gladys, & U.KiUX Bibliography (168) 

MITCHELL, Margaret, & Bibliography (130) 

MITCH I SON, Naomi, St Bibliography (164! 

MITFQKD, Nancy: & Bibliography (13); 

Current Selling Prices (59) 

'MODERN BOY’COMIC & Price Guide (76 1 
MODESTY BLAISE’ See O'Donnell, Peter 
MONROE. Marilyn; A Guide to Collectable Books & 

Ephemera (48) 

MONSTER MAGS, & Selected Price Guide (174) 

MONTGOMERY OF ALAMEIN, & Bibliography (134) 
MONTGOMERY, L,M*: Children's Books & Bibliography (35) 
‘MONTY PYTHON’, & Bibliography (129 1 
MOORCOCK* Michael; An Interview (29); Fantasy Books & 
Bibliography (59); Works, & U.X/U.S. Bibliography (126) 
MOORE, Brian. & Bibliography (120) 

MOORE, Dudley, & COOK, Peter. k Bibliography (133) 

MOORE, John, & Bibliography (43> 

‘MORCOVE’ STORIES: see Schoolgirls Own’ 

MORGAN, Charles, k Bibliography (47) 

MORRIS, Desmond: Interview (178) 

MORRIS, Jan, & Bibliography (113) 

MORRIS, William, k Bibliography (55); W.M. and the 
Keimscott Press. & Price Guide (129) 

MORSE, Inspector see Dexter, Colin 
MORTIMER, John. & Bibliography (100) 



MORTON* HAL, k Bibliography (58) 

MORTON* J,B„ fit “Beachcomber' Bibliography (104) 

MOSIMANN* Anton: Interview (185) 

MOTORING Rare Books and Magazines St Values < 191; 

Collectable Motor Sports Volumes & Values (24) 
MOUNTAINEERING Selected Volumes (25); 

Everest and the Himalayas (1841 
■THE MOUNTIES IN PRINT, k Price Guide (129) 

MUIR* Percy, fit Bibliography (138 1 
MULFORD, Clarence E,, & U.X/U.S. Bibliography «134i 
THE MUMMY’: Novel* and Stories, & U.X/U.S Bibliog. < 186) 
MUNDY, Talbot fit Bibliography (80) 

MURDOCH, Iris, k Bibliography (25); Current Selling Prices (56); 
Review of Market & Updated Bibliography (74); Update & UX 
Bibliography (186) 

MUSIC: Old Sheet Music (6) 

MUSIC HALL BOOKS: (82) 

MUSICALS: Broadway Musicals, & U.KAJ.S. Bibliography (179) 
‘MUTINY ON THE “BOUNTY’’’, fit Bibliography (155) 

NABOKOV, Vladimir. & Bibliographv (42) 

NA1PAUL, V S., fit Bibliography (64) 

NAPOLEON & THE NAPOLEONIC ERA (4); 

NAPOLEONIC WAR MEMOIRS, & Price Guide (96 
NARAYAN, RX. k UX Bibliography < 151 1 
“NARNIA' BOOKS: see Lewie, C.S. 

NASH’S AND PALL MAIL MAGAZINE’ & Guide to Values (29) 
NAVAL BOOKS: World War 2 & Guide to Selected Volumes (23); 

■Jane's Fighting Ships’ fie Price Guide (32) 

NEEDHAM, Violet. & Bibliography (62) 

NEEDLEWORK MAGAZINES & Values r3l> 

NESB1T, Edith: Children a Books 117) 

NEW NATURALIST LIBRARY & Bibliography (104) 

‘NEW YORKER’ MAGAZINE, fit Price Guide < 143! 

NEWBY, Erie, & Bibliography (101i 
NICHOLS, Beverley, fie Bibliography (69) 

Continued overleaf 
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Back Issues continued 

NIELSEN, Kay, & Bibliography of Illustrated Works (30) 

NIVEN* David, & Bibliography (1021 
NOBBS, David: Comic Novelist & Bibliography (93) 
NORTHCL1FFE; Lord NorthclifTe and the Amalgamated Press (101) 
NORTON* Mary, & Bibliography (106) 

NYE, Robert, & U K, Bibliography (160> 

O’BRIAN* Patrick, & U.KAJ.S. Bibliography 027) 

O’BRIEN* Edna, & Bibliography 194) 

O’BRIEN* Flann, & Bibliography (92) 

OBSERVER’S BOOKS, & Bibliography (116) 

O’BYRNE. Dermot, & U.K Bibliography U 50) 

O’DONNELL* Elliott, & Bibliography (22) 

O’DONNELL, Peter, & Bibliography < 1221 
O’FLAHERTY, Liam, & Bibliography 015) 

O’HARA, John, & Bibliography (68) 

“OLD BILL’: see Baimsfather, Bruce 

OLYMPIC GAMES. & U.K, Bibliography (149i 

OMAN, Sir Charles, &. Bibliography (1473 

OOR WULLffiT: The Broom' and *Oor Wullie’, & Price Guide 052) 

ORCZY, Baroness, Sl Bibliography (8); 

The Scarlet Pimpernel' Books (68); The Scarlet Pimpernel 
and Other Works, & Bibliography (175) 

ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS: Collectable Scries 
& Selected Price Guide (8) 

ORWELL* George: & Bibliography (6);Current Selling Prices (64); 
Non-Fiction Works (106); Collecting George Orwell, 

& Full Bibliography (155) 

OSBORNE, John, & Bibliography (1331 

OUTHWAITE* Ida Rentoul, & UK/Australia Bibliography (169 1 

OWEN* Wilfred: Poems & Letters (23) 

OXENHAM, Elate J.: & Bibliography (8); Review of Current Selling 
Prices (51); The 'Abbey 1 Books & U.K Bibliography (145) 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS WORLDS CLASSICS' 

SERIES St Complete List (30) 

‘PADDINGTON BEAR': see Bond, Michael 
PAN BOOKS & Bibliography (79) 

PANTO MINE BOOKS St Bibliography (67) 

PAPE, Frank C.: St Bibliography of Illustrated Books (82) 
PARDOE, Margot, & Bibliography (121) 

PARKER, Dorothy; & U.K. and U-S, Bibliography (86) 

PEACOCK, Thomas Love, St UK Bibliography (168) 

PEAKE, Mervyn* & Bibliography (52); Full Update, & U.K. 
Bibliography (191) 

‘PEARSONS MAGAZINE' and 'PEARSONS WEEKLY’ 

& Price Guide (17) 

PEEL* J.H.B.: & Bibliography (85) 

PENGUIN BOOKS: Rare Volumes & Values H 3; King Penguins St 
Bibliography (4); Puffin Books & Selected Price Guide U l); 
Penguin Modem Painters & Bibliography (74); Penguin Specials 
& Price Guide £ 1003; The Penguins Story', & Price Guide (136); 
‘Penguin New Writing", &. Price Guide (167) 

‘PENNY BLOODS': 19th Century British Pulp Fiction 
&. Bibliography (32) 

PEPYS, Samuel. & Bibliography«1261 
■PETER PAN: see Barrie* J.M. 

■PETER RABBIT STORIES: see Ptattcr, Beatrix 
PETERS* Ellis, & Bibliography (63); 

The Brother CadfaeT Books & Price Guide (124 J 
THE PHANTOM’. St UK/US Price Guide to Books and Comics 
(156) 

PHOTOGRAPHY BOOKS: Early titles & Bibliography (95) 
P1CKFORD, Mary. St U.S./D.K Bibliography (1093 
‘PICTURE POST: Collectable Issues & Values (55( 

♦PINOCCHIO 1 . & UK/US Bibliography (1553 
PINTER, Harold. & U.K Bibliography (153) 

PIPER, John: The Early Books, & U.K Bibliography (154); 

The Later Books, & UK Bibliography (155) 

PLAIDYi Jean, & Bibliography (109) 



PLANTAGENET KINGS & Selected Bibliography of Biographies (64) 
PLATH* Sylvia* & Bibliography' (40) 

PLAYS; Collecting Plays. & U.K/U.S, Price Guide (191) 

POE, Edgar Allan. & Bibliography (44 1 
POEM OF THE MONTH CLUB & Price Guide (98) 

POETRY OF THE FIRST WORLD W AR (3) 

POGANY, Willy: Illustrator, & Bibliography (93) 

POIROT, Hercule: See‘Christie, Agatha' 

PONY BOOKS, & Selected UK Bibliography (16B) 

POP MUSIC: Rare Titles from the Fifties and Sixties 

& Values (2 — out of print); Magazines of the Early Sixties 
& Price Guide (21); John Lennon & Bibliography (61) 

POP-UP AND MOVABLE BOOKS, & Price Guide (139) 

POPE, Dudley. & Bibliography (160) 

‘POPEYE’ Books and Comics. & U.K/U.S. Bibliography (181) 
POSTAL BOOK BUSINESS: Introduction to Running a Postal 
Book Business (35): Pricing Stock & Wrapping Parcels (36); 
Buying Stock (38) 

POTTER* Beatrix: & Bibliography ■ 7j; The ‘Peter Rabbit 1 Stories 
(60); Ephemera, & Price Guide (117); Collectable Editions, & U.K 
Bibliography (163); Full Update, & U.K Bibliography (183) 
POTTER* Stephen. & Bibliography (61) 

POUND* Eira; Poetry & Bibliography (603 
POWELL, An thony. & Bibliography (70); ‘Dance to the Music of 
Time' novels* & Price Guide (117); First and Collectable Editions* 
& Updated Bibliography (164) 

POWELL & PRESSBURGER. & Bibliography U26) 

POWYS BROTHERS St Bibliography (51) 

PRAEGER* Robert Lloyd, & Eire/U.K. Bibliography U9(2) 
PRATCHETT, Terry. & Bibliography (134) 

PRESERVING YOUR COLLECTIONS 
PRICE, Anthony, & Bibliography (161) 

PRICE, Evadne: The‘Jane'Books & Bibliography (163 
PRICE, Vincent, St U.K/U.S. Bibliography (118) 

PRIESTLEY, J.B.: & Bibliography (28); Current Selling Prices (52); 
Non-Fiction (84); Fiction St Bibliography (126) 
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THE PRISONER’ TV Spin-Off Books (77) 

PRISONER-OF-WAR BOOKS Collectable Titles (17) 
PRITCHETT, V.S., & Bibliography (159) 

PUFFIN BOOKS & Selected Price Guide (11) 

PULP FICTION: U.S. Magazines 1920s-50s (5); Hank Janson A 
Price Guide (18); ‘Penny Bloods’ — 19th Century British Pulp 
Fiction & Bibliography (32) 

‘PUNCH’ MAGAZINE Part 1.1841-1918 (14); Part 2,1918 to 
Present & Price Guide (15 > 

PUSHKIN, Alexander. & U K. Bibliography (184) 

PYM, Barbara. & Bibliography (23) 

QUEEN, Ellery. & Bibliography (28) 

QUILLER-COUCH. Sir Arthur < 4 Q*>. & U K. Bibliography (99) 
RABAN, Jonathan. & Bibliography (89) 

RACKHAM, Arthur. & Bibliography of Illustrated Titles (26i; 
Review of Current Selling Prices (58); The Golden Age’ 

(1893-1913) & Bibliography (126); The Late Works (1914-1940) 

& Bibliography (127) 

RADCL1FFE. Ann. & Bibliography (130) 

‘RADIO TIMES’ AT SEVENTY. & Price Guide (114) 

RANSO ME, Arthur. & Bibliography (12) 

RATT1GAN, Terence, & Bibliography (140) 

RAVEN, Simon. & Bibliography < 165* 

RAYMOND, Ernest. & Bibliography (173) 

READ, Mike: Interview < 169' 

REEMAN, Douglas. KENT. Alexander. & Bibliography (136) 
REES-MOGG, William: Interview (163) 

REGIMENTAL HISTORIES: Collectable Volumes of the 1914-18 
W f ar (16); Cannon’s Regimental Histories (41) 

REID, Forrest, & Bibliography (171) 

REMARQUE, Erich Maria. & U K. Bibliography (109) 
RENDELL, Ruth. & Bibliography (75)’ ‘Inspector Wexford' Books 
& Bibliography < 162) 

RHYS, Ernest. & U K. Bibliography (146) 

RHYS. Jean. & Bibliography < 18) 

RICE, Anne, Horror Novelist. & Bibliography (88) 

RICHARDS, Frank: ’Magnet’ Comic & Pnce Guide (2); 

'Billy Bunter’ Books & Bibliography (30); Tom Merry’ Books 
& Bibliography (53); Collecting The Magnet' (61); 

Greyfriars Companion Volumes & Bibliography of Collectable 
Titles <72); Christmas Stories (93); The ‘Billy Bunter’ Books, Sc 
Price Guide (114); Billy Bunter Extras. Sc Price Guide (147) 
RICKETTS A SHANNON & Bibliography <83> 

ROBERTS. Keith, Sc U K. Bibliography <981 

ROBERTSON SCOTT, J.W., and The Countryman’ Magazine. 

& Bibliography/Price Guide < 163) 

ROBESON, Kenneth: see 'Doc Savage’ 

ROBIN HOOD’ BOOKS AND COMICS, & Price Guide <113) 
ROCKWELL, Norman. Sc The Saturday Evening Post' & Price 
Guide (39) 

ROGERS, Roy. Sc U.K/U.S. Bibliography (151) 

ROHMER, Sax. & Bibliography (75) 

ROLFE, Frederick, Baron Corvo: St Bibliography (83) 

ROLT, L.T.C., St Bibliography (64) 

ROMANOVS: ‘The Fall of the Romanovs’. & Bibliography 1143 ) 
ROSSETTI. Christina. Sc U.K Bibliography • 177) 

ROWSE, A.L.. & Bibliography < 165) 

ROYALTY: Tudor Monarchs (101) 

RUGBY UNION BOOKS. & Bibliography (187) 

RUNYON, Damon. & Bibliography (119' 

•RUPERT BEAR*: Cartoon Story Annuals Sc Values for ‘Rupert’ 
Annuals (5); Books and Ephemera, & Price Guide (140); 
see also Tourtel, Mary; see also Bestall, Alfred 
RUSSELL FLINT, Sir William. & Bibliography of 
Illustrated Titles (49) 

SABATIN1, Rafael. & Bibliography (73) 

SACKVILLE-WEST, Vita, Sc Bibliography (33) 

SADLEIR, Michael, Sc U.K. Bibliography (179) 

•SAINT NOVELS: see Charteris, Leslie 
SAINT-EXUPERY, Antoine de. Sc U.K/U.S. Bibliography (126) 


*SAKI’ (H.H. Munro). Sc Bibliography (63) 

SALINGER, J.D.. Sc Bibliography ( 138) 

SANDERS. LawTence. & U.K/U.S. Bibliography (172) 

SAPPER A Bibliography <79> 

SASSOON, Siegfried. Sc Bibliography (116) 

‘SATURDAY BOOK* Sc Bibliography <45) 

SAUNDERS, Hilarv: Hilary Saunders and ‘Francis Beeding'. 

& U.K. Bibliography <152) 

SAVILLE, Malcolm: Children’s Books & Bibliography (33) 

THE SAVOY*. Sc Price Guide (168) 

SAYERS, Dorothy L, Sc Bibliography ( 12); ‘Lord Peter Wimsey* 
Books. Sc Price Guide (113); ‘Lord Peter Wimsey’: Full Update Sc 
Bibliography (171) 

THE SCARLET PIMPERNEL’: see Orczy. Baroness 
•SCHOOLFRIEND’ A ‘SCHOOLGIRL’ PAPERS 

see “ClifF House’ Papers 

•SCHOOLGIRLS OWN* PAPER & Price Guide to Papers Sc 
Annuals (24) 

SCIENCE FICTION British SF Magazines & 

Selected Pnce Guide (8); British Paperbacks of the Fifties & 
Collectable Volumes (24); ‘Amazing Stories’ (26) 

SCOTT, Paul. & Bibliography ( 163) 

SCOTT, Sir Walter, Sc Bibliography < 155) 

SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS: Collectable Travel Books Sc Values < 14) 
SEAGO, Edward. & U.K. Bibliography < 146i 
SEARLE, Ronald. & Bibliography of Illustrated Titles <34) 
SECOND WORLD WAR Naval Books Sc Guide to Selected Titles 
(23); Collecting WW2 Books (35); Battle of Britain (37); 

D-Day — The Military Landings (47); Unit Histones Sc 
Collectable Titles (51); The Bomber Offensives <54); 

North African Desert Campaigns (66); 

Airborne Operations <69i; WW2 Special Forces <91) 

SENDAK, Maurice. & U.K/U.S. Bibliography (157) 

SENDING BOOKS BY POST 11) 

SERVICE, Robert. Sc Bibliography (138) 

SEWELL, Anna. & Bibliography (132 > 

•SEXTON BLAKE’ DETECTIVE STORIES & Guide 
to Rare Volumes Sc Values (16); Collecting Sexton Blake’ 
Publications Sc Price Guide < 105) 

SEYMOUR, John, Country Writer, & Bibliography (91) 

•SHADOW" Novels of Maxwell Grant. 

& U.K/U.S. Bibliography (135) 

SHAKESPEARE, William, & Bibliography (128) 

SHARPE, Tom. Sc Bibliography <41 < 

SHAW. George Bernard: Novels Sc Political Works & 

Bibliography (29); Current Selling Prices (66) 

SHAW, Irwin, & U.KAJ.S. Bibliography (167) 

SHAW, Jane, & U.K Bibliography < 151 ) 

SHEET MUSIC (Old) (6) 

THE SHELL GUIDES < 73) 

SHELLEY, Mary, & ‘Frankenstein’ (48) 

SHELLEY, Percy Bysshe, Sc U.K Bibliography (105) 

SHEPARD. Ernest H.. Sc Bibliography < 150) 

SHERLOCKIANA (73); see also Conan Doyle 
SHERLOCK HOLMES: FilmT.V. Tie-ins & Price Guide < 109) 
SHIEL, M.P.. Sc Bibliography (155) 

SHOOTING BOOKS Collectable Volumes & Values (38) 

SHUTE, Nevil Sc Bibliography (33): Full Update < 178) 

SIMENON, Georges The ‘Maigret’ Novels & U.K Bibliography (8); 

Georges Simenon and Maigret Sc U.K Bibliography (98) 

SIMON. Andre. & U.K Bibliography (189 ) 

SIMS, George R-: Sc Bibliography of Non-Dramatic Works ( 125) 
SINATRA, Frank. & U.K/U.S. Bibliography ( 142) 

SINCLAIR, Iain: Interview < 175) 

SITWELL, Edith, Osbert A SacheverelL 
& Bibliography of Collectable Titles (39) 

SMITH, Dodie. & U.K Bibliography (154) 

SMITH, Guy N., & Bibliography (75) 

Continued overleaf 
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Back Issues continued 

SMITH, Stevie, St Bibliography (93► 

SMITH, Wilbur Review of Current Selling Prices i68k 
Profile & Updated Price Guide (!Si I 
SNOW, C.P., UX Bibliography (7?) 

SOPER, Eileen. & Bibliography (139) 

SPACE: Manned Spaceflight, St Bibliography (150) 

SPAIN' Collectable Travel Books St Values (9) 

SPARK, Muriel & Bibliography 1241; Current Selling Prices i. 60i 
SPENCE, Lewis, & Bibliography (52) 

SPENDER, Stephen, St U K. Bibliography (76) 

SP1LLANE, Mickey, & U.1UUX Bibliography <116) 

SPRING, Howard. & Bibliography*36) 

STAGED ‘Giants of the Victorian Stage'. 

& U.K. Bibliographv ( 154 1 

'STAR TREK*; Spin-Off Novela & U X Bibliography (99) 

'STAR WARS': Spin-OffPublications St U TULLS. Bibliography (185) 
STARK, Freyti Travel Books & Bibliography 12D: 

Current Selling Price* (61) 

STEINBECK, John: St Bibliography f27): Current Selling Price* 175) 
STEP, Edward, Natural History Guides & Bibliography 194] 
STERNE, Laurence, & Bibliography (167) 

STEVENSON, RE, & Bibliography < 104) 

STEVENSON, RL, & Bibliography (ID: Travel Books 

& Bibliography (60); Treasure island’, St Bibliography (111 j 
STOKER, Brant Dracula' & Bibliography (2 — ont of print); 

The First Editions & Bibliography 191 ); 'Dracula 1 , 

& Bibliography 1159) 

STOUT, Rei: Detective Stories & Bibliography 154] 

STOWE, Harriet Beecher. & U.FL/U.5. Bibliography U48) 
STRACHEY, Lytton, & Bibliography 135) 

‘STRAND' MAGAZINE Si 

STRAUB, Peter, St U.KJTJ.S. Bibliography 1113) 

5TREATFEILD, Noel. & Bibliography 12D 
STREET, A.G,, & Bibliography (52) 

STUART & HANOVERIAN MONARC HS 
& Selected Bibliography 140) 

SUFFOLK, Collecting Books about. & Bibliography 066) 
SULLIVAN, Edmund J.: Illustrator, & Bibliography (108) 
SUMMERS, Montague: Collectable Books on the Occult 
& Bibliography (86) 

SUPERMAN, & Price Guide to Comics (173) 

SURREY, Collecting Book* about, St Bibliography (180) 
SURTEES, R_ $„ & Bibliography (107) 

SUSSEX: Collecting Books about, &. Bibliography 1139) 

SUTCL1FF, Rosemary: & Bibliography (82) 

♦SWALLOWS AND AMAZONS' NOVELS: sec Ransoms, Arthur 
SWAN, Gerald: Comic and Albums, St Price Guido 169) 

SWIFT, Graham, St Bibliography <92) 

SWIFT, Jonathan. See ‘Gulliver's Travels’ 

SWINBURNE. Algernon St Bibliography 180); 

Reprints and Private Press Edition* (158) 

SYMONS, Arthur, St Bibliography (1071 
SYMONS. A, J. A,. St Bibliography 1119) 

SYMONS, Julian, St Bibliography 193) 

TV SPIN-OFFS: From the Sixties (3); The Prisoner' St ‘Danger 
Man" Books 177); ‘Star Trek' novel* (99) 

TANG YE, Derek & Jeannie & Bibliography (55 1 
TARZA.V STORIES: see Burroughs, Edgar Rice 
TAUCHNIT2 EDITIONS, A Selected Bibliography of 

Collectable Titles (32); Collecting Tauchnitz Editions 1 update). 

St Price Guide 1120) 

TEDDY TAIL': see Fdkard, Charles 

TENNIS: Lawn Tennis St Selected Bibliography <52) 

TENNYSON, Alfred, & Bibliography E103) 

TEVTS, Walter. & Bibliography (107) 

TEY, Josephine, St Bibliography (55) 

THACKERAY, W\M„ & U K Bibliography (76): 

Update, St U.K. Bibliography 1177) 



THEATRE PROGRAMMES. & Price Guide (114) 

THELWELL, Norman. & Bibliography (741 
THEROUX, Paul, St Bibliography (49) 

THESIGER, Wilfred: Travel Books St Bibliography (65) 
THIRKELL, Angela. St Bibliography (32) 

THOMAS, Dy lan St Bibliography (18); 

Currant Selling Prices (69); Update and Rarities 1132) 
THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE' see Awdry, Rev W 
THOMAS, Ekiward: Prose St Poetry & Bibliography 172) 
THOMAS, Leslie St Bibliography (SO) 

THOMPSON, Flora. St UK. Bibliography 1158) 

THOMPSON, Francis, & Bibliography (118) 

D,C THOMSON Boys' Papers & Price Guide (40) 

THRILLER COMICS LIBRARY- St Price Guide (9) 

THUBRON, Colin. St Bibliography 174.i 
THURBER, James. & UK/US Bibliographv 1161) 

TTLMAN, H.W„ St Bibliography (71) 

TIMLIN, William M.. Author-Illustrator, A UX Bibliography (99) 
TITANIC 1 Book* and Novel*. St UX/US. Bibliography 1148) 
TODD, Barbara Euphan, A UX Bibliography 1153) 

TOLKIEN, iLR.IL: & Bibliography (17 k Review of Current Selling 
Prices (57); 'Middle-Earth' titles and Centenary edition* 195) 
TOURTEL, Mary, & Bibliographv (69) 

TOWNSEND WARNER, Sylvia. St Bibliography (65i 
TRAVEL BOOKS: Rare Volumes St Values 14); Gertrude Bell 17); 
Spain (9); Scottish Highlands) (14); Arm ini us Vambery (20); 
Frayn Stark (21); Robert Louis Stevenson (60); Wilfred Thesiger 
165) Alfred Wainwrighl 167 k Bruce Chatwin 169 j; H. W. Til man 
(71); Colin Thubran (74); Norman Douglas 187); Jonathan Raban 
(89); Amelia B. Edwards, (97); Eric Newby (101) 

TRAVERS, PX. & U.KiU.S. Bibliographv 1148) 

TREVOR, William. St Bibliography (57); Full Update 1188) 
TROLLOPE, Anthony. St Bibliography '40 k 
Collectable Reprint* 183) 

TROW, M. J.. & Bibliography (97) 

TUBB, E.C., St UX/U.S. Bibliography (187) 
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TUDOR MONARCHS, & Bibliography <10 U 
TUNNICL1FFE, C.F*; & Biblio of Illustrated Titles (86) 

TURPIN: ’Dick Turpin in Popular Literature*. & Price Guide 1118) 
TWAIN, Mark: First Editions & Values (&4); The Classic Novels, & 
U.K. Bibliography (153? 

U-BOAT WAR: Collectable Volumes A Price Guide (fi7) 

UFO*: Collecting UFO Books, A Bibliography < 121) 

ULYSSES’: See James Joyce 

’UNKNOWN COUNTIES’ BOOKS. A Bibliography U88) 
UNSOLVED MYSTERIES; Collectable Titles (7) 

UPTON, Florence, & U K, Bibliography (179) 

UTTLEY, Alison; Children's Books A Bibliography (35); 

Children's and Adult Books & Bibliography <166) 

’VALIANT COMIC, A Price Guide 13! i 
VAMBERY, Arm mi us: Travel Books A Values (20) 

VAN DKR POST, Laurens. A UK Bibliography (66 J 
VENABLES, Bernard. & Bibliography 1 112 > 

VERNE, Julea, & UK Bibliography <77) 

VICTORIAN A EDWARDIAN GUIDEBOOKS TO LONDON 
& Selected Price Guide (12) 

VICTORIAN & EDWARDIAN PAPERBACKS <56) 

VICTORIAN LADY TRAVELLERS. A Bibliography 059) 
VICTORIAN (SMALL COLONIAL) WARS: CoUectable Volumes 
A Values (1) 

VIVIAN, E. Charles, & UK Bibligraphv < 16S) 

VON ARN1M, Elizabeth, A Bibliography (SO) 

VONNEGUT, Kurt, A Bibliography (361 
WAIN, Louis: Cat Illustrator, A Bibliography (101) 
WAINWRIGHT, Alfred, A Bibliography 167); Update A 
Bi bliog raphy (HQ) 

WALKER, Richard, A Bibliography i 148) 

WALL, Mervyn. A Bibliography £ 162? 

WALLACE, Edgar, A Selected Bibliography (S i; King of 
Thrilleia A Bibliography of Collectable U.K, Editions (56); 
Non-Mystery titles and Bibliography (95); Full Survey A Updated 
Price Guide (182) 

WALMSLEY, Leo: A Bibliography (103) 

WALPOLE, Horace, A Bibliography (156) 

WALPOLE, Hugh, A Bibliography <65? 

WALTERS, Mincite. A UI Bibliography <157 J 
WAR A WEAPONRY: Victorian Small Colonial Ware ( 1); 

Poetry of WW! (3); Napoleon A The Napoleonic Era (4); 

Arms A Weapons (12); Air War 1914-18(13); Regimental 
Histories 1914-18(16); Pri»oner-af-War Books (171; 

Naval Books of WW2 (33); Jane's Fighting Ships' A price Guide 
(32); WW2 Books (35); Battle of Britain Books (37); 

Wartime Cookery Books <44); D-Day Books i 47>; WW2 Unit 
Histories <511; WW2 Bomber Offensives (54); The U-Boat War 
(57); Battle of the Somme (60); North African Desert Campaigns 
<66); Airborne Operations in 1VW2 <69); Espionage Books of 
WW1 A WW2 <72h Dunkirk A The Fail of France, 1940 (74); 
Memoirs of WW1 (81); Normandy Landings (86); Military' 
Memoirs of the Age of Marlborough (903; WW2 Special Forces 
(91); WW1 Prisoner-pf-War Books (93); Napoleonic W T ar Memoirs 
(96); British Generals (99 ); WWl Air Aces (102); D-Day and the 
Normandy Landings (123); HMSO WWIl Paperbacks <137); 
Wartime Codebreakera (160) 

WAR POETRY see First World War 
‘WATER BABIES' see Kingsley, Charles 
WATERHOUSE* Keith: A Bibliography of Fiction (87) 
WATKINS-PITCHFORD, Denys: See ‘BB‘ 

WAUGH, Evelyn: A Bibliography (7); Current Selling Prices (49); 
Novels A Bibliography i 78l; Non-Fiction Works, A Bibliography 
<118); Novels and Stones, A U.K Bibliography (178) 

WAYNE, John: Books and Comics, A Price Guide (128) 

’WAYSIDE AND WOODLAND 1 SERIES. A Price Guide (135 1 
WEATHER: Climate and Weather Books, 

A U.K. Bibliography (153) 

WEBB, Mary, A Bibliography (95) 

WEIRD TALES’ MAGAZINE A Values (19) 


WTSLCH, Deaton, A Bibliography (133) 

WELDON, Fay, A Bibliography < 75) 

WELLS, H.G.: Part \ t 1888-1914 A Bibliography £19); part 2, 
1914-1946 A Bibliography (20); Current Selling Prices (54); 
Science Fiction Novels (89); The Time Machine', A Price Guide to 
Science Fiction Titles < 136?; The W"ar of the Worlds 1 and its 
Imitators, A Bibliography (175) 

WESLEY, Mary. A Bihlkgraphy (156) 

WEST, Mae, A Bibliography (113) 

WEST, Rebecca, A Bibliography (62) 

WESTERN ANNUALS. A Bibliography < 1441 
WESTERN FILMS A Bibliography (56) 

WHARTON, Edith, A Bibliography < 120) 

WHEATLEY, Dennis: Black Magic Books A Bibliography (54); 

Historical and Adventure Novels, A Full Bibliography GI9) 
WHISKEY BOOKS: Collectable Volumes A Values <45? 
WHISTLER, Rea, A Bibliography (107) 

WHITE, Antonia. A Bibliography (64) 

WHITE, E.B., A U S-iU.K. Bibliography (184) 

WHITE, Gilbert: Gilbert White's 'Natural History of 
Selbonie\ A Bibliography (111) 

WHITE, Patrick, A Bibliography (102> 

WHITE, T.H., A Bibliography (46? 

WIDE WORLD’ MAGAZINE A Selected Price Guide HI) 

WILD FLOWERS: Collecting Wild Flowers Books, A 
Bibliography < 122 J 

WILDE, Oscar: A Bibliography (8); Prose A Poetry A U K. 
Bibliography (77); Books about Oscar Wilde, A Bibliography 
(135); Collectable Editions, A Updated Bibliography (164) 
‘WILLIAM* STORIES; see Crompton, ftichmal 
WILLIAMS, Charles: A Bibliography ?84? 

WILLIAMS, Tennessee, A U+KJU.S. Bibliography (169) 
WILLIAMSON, Henry: A Bibliography (313; Non-Fiction Works A 
Bibliography (70); Update A Bibliography < 144) 

WILSON, Angus, A Bibliography (46) 

WILSON, Colin, A Bibliography (58? 

WILSON, Jacqueline: Interview (191) 

WIMBLEDON TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS, A Bibliography (112) 
WINDMILL A WATERMILL ROOKS. A Bibliography (107? 
“WINDSOR* MAGAZINE A Price Guide (57) 

WINE BOOKS: Collectable Titles A Values (39) 

'WISDEhTS CRICKETER'S ALMANACK" A Values (3); 

Collecting Wisden Cricketers' Almanacks, A Price Guide illl) 
WISE, T* J + , A List of Forgeries/price guide (109) 

WODEHOUSE, P.G.: & U R Bibliography (6); Collecting the Works 
(48); 'Jeeves and Wooster' Books A U.K Bibliography ■ 76); 

‘Blan dings' Books A U K Bibliography f 108); 

Wodiehouse in America' A U S. Bibliography (146); 

Magazine Serial?), A U.KAT.S. Price Guide £ 170); "Jeeves and 
Wooater Books A Updated U.K. Bibliography (1913 
WOLFE, Humbert, A U.K Bibliography 1168) 

WOOD,-LG., A Bibliography (79) 

WOOLF, Virginia Part 1,1882-1925 A Bibhography <20); Part 2, 
1926-1941 A Biblicigraphv (21); Current Selling Prices (50), 

See also HOGARTH PRESS (71); Virginia Woolf and Her 
Biographers, A U.K. Bibliography (151) 

WORLD CUP BOOKS, A U K Bibliography < 172) 

WREN, P. C., A Bihiography of Fiction Titka (90) 

-WUTHERING HEIGHTS", A U.K Bibliography (152) 
WTNDHAM, John A Bibliography (84?; U.K/U.S. Update U90? 
YATES, Domford, A Bibliography <7) 

YEATS, W. B.. Early Works A Bibliography <88? 

THE YELLOW BOOK" Magazine Bibliography A Values (78) 
YELLOWBACKS: "Collecting Victorian Yellowbacks' A 
Price Guide < 142) 

YORKSHIRE: Collecting Books about. A Bibliography ‘1271 
ZOLA, Emile, A U.K. Bibliography (72) 



BACK ISSUES A-KWILL BE 
PUBLISHED NEXT MONTH 
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Current Catalogues 


As many dealers only issue a new catalogue every three months or so, please do not 
worry if you do not receive the catalogue you request by return of post. 


MILITARY CATALOGUE 

Or Naval/Aviation. Send SAE (C5), specifying 
catalogue required* to: Mr Corrie Ball, 
116 Stanstead Road, Caterham, Surrey 
CR3 6AE. 

COUNTRY & NATURAL HISTORY 

Catalogues from: Beagle Books, 1 Middle Road, 
Sway, Lymington, Hampshire S041 6AT, 
Tel: {01590) 683421, 

ELECTIONS AND POLITICS 

Tony Greaves, 3 Hartington Street, Winewatl, 
Colne, Lancs, BB8 SDR, Tel: (01282) 864346, 

SCIENCE FICTION 

S.F./Fantasy/Horror hardcovers, paperbacks, 
pulps. £1 stamps (refundable): The Talking Dead", 
12 Rosamund Avenue, Merley, Dorset BH21 1TE. 
(01202) 849212. ALWAYS BUYING! 

MILITARY/NAVAL/AVIATION/ 
CHILDREN’S/MODERN FIRSTS 

Catalogues issued. Specify which required, 
extensive stock. Send 38p A5 SAE. EMPIRE 
BOOKS, 61 Broad Lane, Rochdale, Lancashire 
OL16 4PL. Phone/Fax: (01706) 666678. 

DON’T PASS THE ROOK 

Free lists of modem Firsts etc. Unbeatable prices. 
HMD, 8 Flower Street, Gold thorp e, Rotherham 
S63 9NS, Tel: (0170) 9893829. Mail order only, 

AMERICAN COMICS/ 
MAGAZINES 

Catalogue, 100,000+ Marvel/DC, F. Monsters & 
trade deals, 52p SAE to: Steve, 4 Qrme Drive, 
Clevedon, Avon BS21 7HD, 


CLASSIC TELEVISION 
MAGAZINE 

The very best of British television, film and 
radio. In-depth features, interviews, reviews, 
classifieds and our unique fan club directory. 
Ring (0181) 847 1647 for our brochure. 

IRISH BOOKS 

Free catalogue of 800 second-hand Irish books 
from: P, & F, Whelan, 68 The Drive, Tonbridge, 
Kent TN9 2LR. Tel/fax: (01732) 354882. E-mail: 
whelan ir i s h books@li neone. net 

CRIME BOOKS 

Collectable, second-hand and new detective fiction 
at knockdown prices. Catalogue from Andrew 
Osmond, 69 Holm Oak Park, Watford WD1 8TH. 


DEREK TANGYE 

List a vail able. Please send SAE to: Cavalier Books, 
16 Holly Road, Blackpool, Lancashire FYl 2GF. 

CHILDIANA 

Just compiling first catalogue. Children's books, 
Victorian to present day. Jigsaws, postcards, 
everday pastimes and playthings. Send for details 
to Judy Bright, 29 Lin wood Road, Winton, 
Bournemouth, Dorset BH9 IDF. 

NEW LIST — ALL SUBJECTS 

Military — topography —* antiquarian — 
ornithology — children's — mountaineering 
— Antartica — theatre, etc. To obtain your 
free 30-page listing phone (0378) 364562 
anytime. 

CRIME FICTION AUTHORS H-Z 

New catalogue available includes firsts, signed 
copies, cheap reprints. Large SAE (50p) to: 
Christopher Heppa, 48 Pentland Avenue, 
Chelmsford, Essex CMl 4A Z. 

SCIENCE FICTION, FANTASY & 
SUPERNATURAL FICTION 
Catalogue No 5 contains nearly 400 pre-war and 
modern hardbacks including many scarce and 
interesting items. Rodney O'Connor, 7B Foxley 
Hill Road, Pur ley, Surrey. 


EMPHASISE YOUR AD! 

Use a HEADING or SEMI-DISPLAY style to 
draw attention to your ad. 

The HEADING costs £2.20 extra. You T ll get 
about 25 letters (with spaces) on the line. 

A SEMI-DISPLAY panel costs £8.50 extra. 
For this, your ad is enclosed by a box rule 
and has a heading fine — see the examples 
on this page. To calculate the cost of your 
Semi-Display advert, simply count the number 
of words at 30p each, then add £8,50. 

If you’d like to order either of these 
extras', please tick the appropriate box on 
the Order Form and underline the heading 
you need. 
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DR WHO LIST 

Including books and annuals. Separate lists avail¬ 
able on Star Trek, U.N.C.L.E*, Avengers, X-Files* 
Gerry Anderson and Biggies, State lists required, 
SAE to: Cranbooks, 12 Cottenham Park Road, 
London SW20 0RZ. Mail order only. 

MOUNTAINEERING & POLAR 

Regular catalogues. Glacier Books, Ptarmigan 
Lodge, Glassel Road, Banchory AB31 4BU, 
Tel/fax: (01330) 822073. E-mail: chris® 
glacierbooks.com 


IRISH INTEREST/FISHING 

Catalogues oflrish interest, fishing and hunt¬ 
ing. Wants list on all subjects welcome. 
Dark wood Books, Dark wood, Dunmanway, 
Co, Cork, Ireland. E-mail: darkwood@indigo.ie 

MASSIVE CATALOGUE 

of Crime, SF, Horror, TV, Film, War, Western, plus 
related books & magazines. Huge selection of UK, 
US & overseas paperbacks. Send 52p SAE to: 
Zardoz Books, 20 Whitecroft, Dillon Marsh, 
Westbury, Wiltshire BA 13 4D J, www.zardozbooks. 
co.uk 

PERFORMING ARTS LIST now available 
including autographs, Chappell, 19 Albion Street, 
Brighouse HD6 2DZ. 

GILES & CARTOON/CHILDREN'S 

Books, Huge stock! Giles, Searle, Perishers, Rupert, 
Dr Who, Beano, Dandy, Eagle, Anderson, 
Bairnsfather, etc. SAE for list (Feb./Mar.). Facet 
Books, 67 Bennett Road, Bournemouth, Dorset 
BH8 8RH. Tel: (01202) 269269. Mobile: 
(0411)613144. 

ANCIENT & MEDIEVAL HISTORY 

Richard III, Stuarts and historical novels. 
Catalogue on request. Rosanda Books, 
11 Whiteoaks Road, Oadby, Leicester LE2 5YL, 

H.E. RATES 

New catalogue available: firsts, reprints, signed 
copies, limited editions, paperbacks. Large SAE 
(31p) to: Christopher Hoppa, 48 Pentland Avenue, 
Chelmsford, Essex CM1 4AZ. 

SHELLS GUIDES - KINGS ENGLAND 

Lists available, also British topography. Please 
send SAE: Colin Baker, 66 Marldon Road, Shiphay, 
Torquay, Devon TQ2 7EH, 

SCIENTIFIC/MEDICAL 

Regular catalogues covering all aspects. Hugh 
MacFarlane Books, 46 Wick Lane, Wickford, 
Essex SS11 8AR, Tel: (01268) 570892. 
FREELISTS. Choose from: Biography, Children’s, 
Entertainment, Fiction, History, Military, 
Modern Firsts, Sport, Topography, Travel. Ken 
Whitfield, 5 Eugene Close, Romford, Essex 
RM2 6DJ. 

NEW SHERLOCK HOLMES 

catalogue. Send three first class stamps, refunded 
on first purchase: Mr P.M. Gannon, 57 Leinster 
Road, Old Swan, Liverpool L13 5SU* 


MILITARY CATALOGUE 

Including naval/airforee. Free catalogue of books, 
journals, magazines and H.M.S.O. publications. 
R.P. Dark, Batt End, Rescorla, St Austell, 
Cornwall PL26 8YT. 

SPACE BOOKS, magazines, journals, newslet¬ 
ters. FREE lists. Geoffrey Fal worth, 15 Whitefield 
Road, Penwortham, Preston PRl OXJ. 

MILITARY CATALOGUES 

Most periods/subjects covered. Write to: A.J.K. 
Books, 6 Essex Road, London E4 6DG. 
VINTAGE GLAMOUR MAGAZINES 
& PHOTOGRAPHS 
Spick, Span, Kamera, Q.T., etc. 3 x 26p stamps for 
lists. ‘Yesterday Once More*, 138 Dixon street, 
Parkfields, Wolverhampton WV2 2BG. 

AFRICA 

Regular catalogues covering whole continent. 
Yesterday’s Books, 6 Cecil Avenue, Bournemouth 
BH8 9EH. Stamps appreciated. 

MODERN FIRSTS AND 
PAPERBACKS 

Two large catalogues: collectable and good reading 
material. Stamp appreciated. Mr R.W. Price, 
19 Park Avenue, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire 
NG18 2AU. 


MEN’S MAGS 

Glamour/Nudes/Pin-Ups from the 1950s on¬ 
wards. Plus related hardbacks/calendars/cards 
etc. Good runs of Mayfair, Men Only, Club 
International, Playboy, Penthouse, Fiesta, 
Knave, Escort, Spick, Span and other pocket- 
size mags, etc. Send 4 x 26p stamps for illus¬ 
trated lists — please specify particular areas 
of interest. Memories of Yesteryear, PO Box 
456 (Flair), Hove, E. Sussex BN3 1DY. 

CATALOGUE 2/2000 

Now available by post or e-mail. Adult’s and 
children’s books. Hardbacks and paperbacks. Sean 
Bourke, Box 24, 1040 Brussels 4, Belgium. 
E-mail: seanbou rkebooks@yahoo. com 


ADVERTISING RATES 
FOR CATALOGUE ADS 

Current rates for Catalogue Ads are: 

PER WORD. 30p 

HEADING LINE .. £2.20 

SEMI-DISPLAY. £8.50 

A 10% discount is available when you 
pre-pay six consecutive insertions 
of the same advertisement 
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Your 

Letters 


If you have any comments or queries on any 
aspect of book collecting, please write to: 
Book And Magazine Collector, 

43/45 St. Mary's Rd., Ealing, London W5 5RQ. 
Answers will normally be given only on these 
pages, so please don't send an SAE. 


CONRAD WATERMARK 

Dear Editor, 

I was interested to read Judith Fralick's 
letter in the February issue of BMC (191) 
regarding J.M. Dent's edition of Joseph 
Conrad's works. Although lam not aware of 
any other author being so honoured by his 
publisher as to have his name watermarked 
into the pages of his works, [ believe it to be 
a very fitting tribute in the case of Joseph 
Conrad, 

In 1985,1 purchased a near complete set 
of Dent's 'Collected Edition' of Conrad's 
works from one of your readers who 
answered my 'Wanted' ad. The set comprised 
22 volumes, all but two of which were 'firsts 
thus'. All of these books carry the water¬ 
mark described by Judith Fraliek. However, 
not all the pages carry the distinctive 
'dolphin and anchor' watermark depicted in 
the February issue, although every page is 
watermarked with a fine 'pinstripe' line from 
the top to the bottom of the page, which is 
repeated at intervals of an inch. In addition 
to this, the 'dolphin and anchor' watermark 
is repeated on many pages, although in some 
cases it is 'cut off by the edge of the page. 
The paper is of very fine quality, and the 
watermarks are quite clear. 

Two questions bother me: first of all, why 
did Dent choose this 'dolphin and anchor' 
watermark, when it is not the coat-of-arms 
of the Conrad family? And, secondly, were 


the individual volumes in this edition 
published one at a time or in a complete set? 
Only two of the volumes are dated: '1923' 
and '1926', Two volumes are taller than the 
others by about a quarter-of-an-inch, and I 
take these to be reprints. 

John Barry, Wexford, Ireland. 

Thank you for your letter, Mr Barry, To 
answer your questions in order: the 'dolphin and 
anchor symbol was the insignia of the great 
Venetian printer „ Aldus Manutius H449-2515J, 
and so Dent clearly thought that it was a doubly 
suitable 'coat of arms' for Joseph Conrad, reflect¬ 
ing his two passions: literature and the sea, (Dent 
named their 'Aldine Library ' series of reprints 
[1938-9] after Manutius.) 

Your 22-volume set of Conrad's zvorks is the 
famous 'Uniform Edition', issued by Dent between 
1923 and 1928 . As often happens with such 
editions, the company began by issuing the major 
titles — including most of the novels — together, 
in sixteen volumes. In 1924, they issued two 
further novels. The Arrow of Gold and The 
Rescue, plus iVofes on Life and Letters. The 
Rover followed in 1925, Suspense in 1927 and 
Tales of Hearsay in 1928, Of course, the more 
popular volumes would have been reprinted , and 1 
itfotdcf suggest, Mr Barry , that your 1926 volume 
is a reprint, 

ANOTHER WATERMARK 

Dear Editor, 

In your reply to Judith Fralick's letter in 
BMC 191, you asked whether any of your 
readers had come across other 'author 
watermarks'. Well, l know of one, although 
in this case the tribute was somewhat 
belated! 

I have an odd volume from a sixteen- 
volume set of 'The Complete Works of Henry 
Fielding', published by William Heinemann 
in 1903 in a limited edition of 375 copies (25 
on Dutch hand-made paper, with extra 
illustrations). The watermark shows the 
name of Henry Fielding in block capitals 
about a quarter-of-an-inch high, and above 
that a cipher of his initials, which are 
intertwined. The letters, 'C.&S, Co/, appear 
underneath, and may refer to the 
papermakers, 

D.J. Langford, Dorset, 




RONALD BALFOUR 


Dear Editor, 

I wonder if you or any of your readers 
knows anything of the life and career of 
Ronald Edmund Balfour, who illustrated 
an edition of the Rubdiydt of Omar 
Khayyam for Constable in 1920 (reprinted 
in a different format, with an extra plate, in 
1930)? He worked in a manner reminiscent 
of early John Austen, but apparently 
vanished into obscurity after completing 
the Rubdiydt commission, leaving only a 
small series of chapter headings for an 
American book on mountaineering, and a 
short entry in Peppin & Micklethwait 

1 developed a theory that he was the 
same 'Ronald Edmund Balfour' who 
compiled the bibliography of the work of 
Goldsworthy Lowes Dickinson, late of 
King's College, and included in the 
biography of Dickinson by E.M. Forster, 
published in 1934. I saw a further link 
in the fact that the Balfour of the biblio¬ 
graphy was at the time a tutor at the 
college, and was known to Roger Fry, a close 
friend of the late Dickinson I postulated 
that Roger Fry, who was well known as a 
mentor of unknown artists whom he 
believed to have talent, had recommended 
Balfour to Constable. 

However, 1 should point out that, 
although remarkably close, the birth and 
death dates of the two Balfours do not 
coincide (unless Peppin was in error). 
Donald McLeod, Dorset 

I'm afraid that I can't give you much 
information, Mr McLeod. Both Peppin 6* 
Micklethwait and Simon Houfe's Dictionary 
of British Book Illustrators and Caricatur¬ 
ists 1800-1914 give his dates as '1896-1941 ', 
the former listing only one further book by 
him: Constance Bridges' Thin Air (1930), 
presumably the "American book on mountain¬ 
eering" which you mention. 

Noting that Balfour's Rubdiydt illustrations 
"have distinct echoes of Beardsley", Peppin & 
Micklethwait end their entry: "Nothing seems to 
have been recorded about Balfour's life or career." 
Can any of our readers cast some light on this 
matter? 


Small 

Ads 


BOY SCOUTS & BADEN-POWELL 

Books, badges, ephemera, postcards, cigarette cards, etc. 
always wanted. Write to Graham Brooks, 28 Raw 1 in 
Close, Plymouth FL6 5TF. Tel: (01752) 774467. 


CIC CIO LINA WANTED!! 

Devotee of the First Lady of Italian Parliament, 
Ilona Staller, seeks all memorabilia relating to her 
glamorous and caring career *— lewd videos and 
magazines definitely required. Also, political 
campaign ephemera. Write to Jiminy. Box 69, 43-45 
St. Mary's Rd.. Ealing, London W5 5RQ. 


NORFOLK BOOKS and postcards. D. Smith, 15 Church 
Road, Cantley, Norwich NR 13 3SN, 

ATHLETICS/OLYMPICS 
Books, magazines, programmes wanted. R.C. Brett, 
32 Abbots Way, Wellingborough NN8 2AG, Telephone 
101933)224502. 

LAND OF THE LOST GIANT: 76 Sea Road, Fulwell, 
Sunderland. (0191) 549 6120. E-mail: lostgiant® 
bardays.net Books, comics. Mon,-Sat, 10-4, 

BARBICAN BOOKSEARCH 
Books found, any subject. No fee. no obligation to 
purchase. Write to or call: A. Donoghue. 64 Castle Street, 
Barbican, Plymouth PLl 2NJ. Tel: (01752) 269253 (24 
hours, 7 days — best after 6pm L Or e-mail: barbhook® 
globalnetco.uk 


ABRACADABRA 

BOOKSEARCH 

INTERNATIONAL 

We search the world for books for you. Free search! 
Send your wants to: 780 Magnolia, Denver, Colorado 
80220. USA. Phone: 303 733-5700. Fax: 
303 871-0172. E-mail: orders@abrabks.com Please 
include your phone number. 

BOOKSEARCHING? TRY ME! 

Unlike the others, my services are not free, but they are 
exhaustive and efficient. Send registration fee of £2 for up 
to 5 books, £5 for more than 5 books, together with details 
of book(s» required, to Iris Pardoe, Sunnyside. Arddleen 
Llanymynecn, Powys SY22 6RX. 

EPPING, ESSEX 

Browsers Bookshop, 9 Station Road. A good selection of 
antiquarian and second-hand books. Open 10-5 except 
Tuesday & Wednesday, Tel: (01992) 572260. Books on 
Essex and Epping Forest wanted. 

“CARRY ON* 

Stars autograph material wanted. Richards. 
122 Caernarvon Read, Cheltenham GL51 5JR. 

ROWLAND BGOKFINDERS 

Your wants welcome without fee or obligation to: David 
Suttie, 88 Bury Lane, Withnell. nr. Charley PR6 BSD. 

GRAPHOLOGY & HANDWRITING 
Anything wanted, N. Bradley, 91 Hawksley Avenue, 
Chesterfield, Derbyshire S4G 4TJ. www.leylines.com/ 
nrbhome.htm 
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BOOK & MAGAZINE COLLECTOR'S 
GRADING READY RECKONER & CONDITIONS 

This Ready Reckoner will help you work out the value of a book in any condition* For example, if you have 
a book which we value at £10 In Mint condition, but which is only in Good condition, you can read across 
the appropriate line and find the correct value of your book - in this case, £4. Please note that Poor 
condition books worth less than £12 in Mint condition are virtually worthless to collectors. However, 
Poor condition books may be worth many times more if they contain intact, good illustrations. 


Mint 

Fine 

Very Good 

Good 

Poor 

200 

180 

150 

80 

10 

150 

135 

125 

70 

8 

100 

90 

75 

40 

5 

75 

65 

55 

30 

4 

50 

45 

40 

20 

3 

40 

35 

30 

18 

2.50 

30 

27 

22 

13 

2 

25 

22 

18 

10 

1.50 

20 

17 

15 

3 

1 

15 

13 

11 

7 

1 

12 

10 

8 

5 

— 

10 

8 

6.50 

4 

— 

9 

7 

5,75 

3.50 

— 

a 

6 

4.50 

2,50 

— 

7 

5 

3.75 

2 

— 

6 

4.50 

3.50 

1.50 

— 

5 

4 

3 

1 

— 

4 

3.50 

2.50 

50 p 

— 

3 

2.50 

2 

50p 

— 

2 

1.75 

1.30 

— 

— 


STANDARD CONDITIONS FOR BOOKS AND DUSTJACKETS 

Below am the Standard Conditions for grading second-hand books and their dust-wrappers which we use in all features, 
bibliographies and advertisements in BOOK AND MAGAZINE COLLECTOR, so that anyone buying or selling books has a 
standard system to use to state the amount of wear and tear a book has been subject to. The five basic conditions accepted 
by collectors all over the world are listed here, together with a description of whai each one means. 

MINT: This means that the book is in perfect condition. It is complete with its dust-wrapper and is impossible to tell from a 
new copy. DUSTJACKET: as new, 

FINE: The book appears to be in excellent condition. Closer examination, however, witl show evidence of ownership and 
storage. There may also be a small inscription to the previous owner, but generally the book Is in near perfect condition. 
DUSTJACKET: as new but with very slight rubbing on the corners, 

VE R Y GO OD: Slightly less than fine condition. Apart from slight toxing or fading, the book has no faults. DUSTJACKET: clean 
with excellent colouring, but with slight rubbing to mosi edges and corners. 

GOOD: It Is obvious that the book is second-hand. However, apart from minor faults* St must always be assumed that books 
in Good condition are complete in all respects, unless described otherwise. DUSTJACKET; fairly clean with almost perfect 
colouring, but suffering from marks, slight creasing and other signs of wear. Most of the edges are rubbed or have very small 
tears in them. 

POOR : A book in this category is in really bad condition. It may be warped, the preliminary pages may be missing, and the 
spine irreparably damaged. The text is complete but the book is really only suitable to read. DUSTJACKET: tatty and grubby, 
and may we IE be marked, creased or tom. 
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Running in the family : Billy Bunter is collared by his formidable sister. Bessie. In a writing career that 
spanned nearly seven decades, the great Frank Richards created many immortal characters like these. 











































